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When a new year comes espe-
cially when it falls on turning 
points of time like a new millen-
nium or a start of another dec-
ade, people would like to cele-
brate and welcome it with a bang.  
2010 is special because the past 
decade has been economically 
hard for many Americans. The 
Time Magazine issue of the week 
of November 27 described 2010 
as a decade from hell. The same 
magazine projects that the next 
decade will be a better one. 
There are many ways to mark the 
passing of the old year and the 
coming of a New Year. For some, 
it is a time to remember the good 
things that happened and to 
forget the painful ones. For oth-
ers, they make New Year’s reso-
lutions which most of them are 
broken rather than fulfilled. Still 
to others, they mark it with an 
important trip, launch a new 
book, start a business, conduct a 
big party, move to a new place, 
build a landmark, or induce their 
giving birth so that their child 

would be a “new year’s baby.” Frightening 
and strange predictions also surface. 
That’s why you have movies about the 
end of the world playing now in movie 
theaters like 2012. The Mayans believe 
that the end of the world will be Decem-
ber 21, 2012.  

In the midst of all these, let us remember 
that there is only one who holds the 
future, God. This God we believe in is 
faithful and loving. God will never leave us 
nor forsake us. God is with us even 
though evil seems to be all-powerful now, 
God is still the one in control. This old 
saying still holds true: “The mills of the 
gods grind slowly, but they grind exceed-
ingly sure.” Concerning remembering the 
good and forgetting the painful experi-
ences, only God too, can make us handle 

and accept both the beautiful and ugly 
memories and be set free from those 
which are like always open wounds or 
like prison chains that held us down. 
God in Jesus Christ has accepted us 
just as we are, with our beauty and 
ugliness, with all our strengths and 
weaknesses that we might be made 
whole again. Only a broken heart that 
can be made whole again. 
For us who claim that we are in Christ, 
we do not have to wait for the New 
Year to mark a new beginning in our 
lives. In fact, Christians should be 
concerned more of God’s opportune 
time (Kairos in Greek) than the chrono-
logical (chromos in Greek) time meas-
ured by the ticking of the clock and the 
turning of calendar leaves. If we take 
God’s time, then every moment would 
be an opportune time to love God and 
to serve other people. The Bible says, 
once we are in Christ we are God’s 
new creation, the old has passed away, 
behold the new has come. For a person 

(Continued on page 2) 

To All I Dearly Love at Wesley Church, 
 
Let me thank you with the following words 
from the Bible – 
”Your offering  is a prod to live at your best, 
showing your gratitude to God by being 
openly obedient to the plain meaning of the 
Message of Christ. You show your gratitude 
through your generous (commitments] to the 
needs of our church, to others in need, and 
really toward everyone. Thank God for this 
gift, God’s gift… No language can praise and 
thank God enough for you all“(2 Corinthians 

9:13-14)”. 
To those who know it already this serves as a 
reminder, for those who do not know yet, this a 
report to you. During our Commitment Sunday 
service we received from 40 giving units more 
than $327,000 pledged amount toward our 
Capital Campaign. There about 75 giving units 
more to be reminded and challenged for this 
opportunity to help write our new song. Some 
of these brothers and sisters may give their 
commitment pledge in the succeeding Sundays; 
others may need to be contacted because we 
don’t want them to miss this opportunity. 
We are shy of $173,000 to our goal of half a 

million in three years. With God’s help, it is still 
possible to reach our goal with a positive re-
sponse from about a third of our church family. 
Please continue to pray for all: A prayer of thanks 
to those who have already given their commit-
ment and prayer of inspiration and guidance for 
those who are yet to participate.  Above all, let 
prayer for health, happiness, and prosperity for 
everyone so we can fulfill our commitments and 
be used by God mightily in fulfilling his purpose. 
We will keep you updated as more commitments 
are received. 
 
Again, thank you very much. 
Juancho 

Thank You 

New Creation in Christ  
WORSHIP IN JANUARY 2010 

 
Communion Service – 8 a.m. 
Blended Service – 10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service – 10:15 
every third Sunday of the month. 

 
January 3:  
Epiphany Communion both ser-
vices Lessons: Isaiah 60:1-6; 
Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14; Ephesians 
3:1-12; Matthew 2:1-12 
Preacher: Emmy Lou John, Lay 
Speaker 
 
January 10:  
1st Sunday after Epiphany Bap-
tism of the Lord Sunday Les-
sons: Isaiah 43:1-7; Psalm 29; 
Acts 8:14-17; Luke 3:15-17, 21-
22 Preacher: Roger Curless, Lay 
Speaker 
 
January 17:  
2nd Sunday after Epiphany: Hu-
man Relations Sunday
 Lessons: Isaiah 62:1-5; 
Psalm 36:5-10; 1 Corinthians 
12:1-11; John 2:1-11 Sermon: 
“When Wine Runs Dry” 
 
January 24:  
3rd Sunday after Epiphany: Ecu-
menical Sunday Nehemiah 
8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalm 19; 1 
Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 
4:14-21 Sermon: “Living the 
Questions” 
 
January 31:  
4th Sunday after Epiphany: Mis-
sion Celebration Sunday Wesley 
UMC 152nd Anniversary Les-
sons: Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 
71:1-6; 1 Corinthians 13;1-13; 
Luke 4:21-30 Sermon: 
“Everyone a Missionary” 

BUILDING  A  V IBRANT  

CHRISTIAN  COMMUNITY  

FROM  THE  

HEART  OF  

AURORA  

JANUARY  2010  
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who is in Christ ever day is a new day 
to rejoice and be glad. If our life is 
measured by God’s time, we do not 
fear even though the world will come 
to an end (which I don’t believe will 
come in 2012 or anytime in the fore-
seeable future). In the past we had 
tribulations such as the depression, 
the horrible Second World War, and 
others but God was with us giving us 
the strength to rise again and again 
above the ruins of our sinful and evil 
acts. Today we are experiencing the 
worst recession after the Great De-

pression and I know God 
will see us through 
again this time. So, no 
matter what happens 

whether at the turn of the new decade, 
facing a deep recession, recovering 
from serious illness, or coming out of 
the rubbles of disasters, let us be rest 
assured that God will always be there 
for us. 
This kind of faith does not make us 
indifferent and indolent. Rather, it 
challenges us to do our best all the 
time knowing that we will never be 
defeated because the ONE who holds 
the future is our Living Lord who has 
already won the Victory. If we hold on 
to this faith, in every New Year, turn of 
a decade or digging out ourselves 
from economic difficulty, together 
with Dag Hamarskjold, former United 
Nations’ general secretary, we can 

One study shows that about 55% of Americans keep their New Year’s resolutions for one 
month, 40% for six months, and 19% for two years. It seems the numbers above confirms the popular 
saying : “Resolutions are made to be broken”. 

 It is hard to keep our resolutions and the goals and promises we set to accomplish. The fol-
lowing insights may help you keep your resolutions and promises to yourself, to others and to God. 

Now is the time to make realistic resolutions, promises and goals. Assess your capabilities and resources 
before you set what you would like to achieve for yourself in the coming year; 

Enlist supporters. Make yourself accountable. Find a friend and a partner who will pray with you, walk 
with you, and work with you. Find one who will hold you accountable in a loving way; 

Work hard with determination in fulfilling your promises, keeping your resolutions or realizing your goals. 
As the saying goes, “Pray as if everything depends upon God; work as if everything depends upon you; 

Yield your will and life to God. We cannot change ourselves. With our own efforts alone, it would be 
impossible to keep our resolutions and realize our hopes for the future. Thank goodness, there is some-
body who can help us – God. God can change us. God can give us the power and the determination to 
reach the mark we set for ourselves. God can move people to help us along the way; 

Envision the day when you realize your dream, fulfill your promises and keep your resolutions. On that 
day, your integrity will be more refined, your character will be stronger, your faith will be deeper and your 
perspective in life will be clearer. Let thse things inspire you to go on and never give up. 

Accept your limitations. Along the way you will commit mistakes. Along the way, you will fail. Don’t be 
discouraged by your mistakes and failures. Learn valuable lessons from them. Remember that even just 
going through the process in trying to be true to yourself and the resolutions you made will lead you to 
receive numerous blessings that make you a better person. 

Remember that you are a new creation in Christ. Anyone who is in the Lord will always be new. The 
old has passed away; behold the new has come. In God, everyday is a new day to begin a new life. Your 

My New Year Wish 

New Creation in Christ (continued from page 1) 

say with confidence, “For all that has 
been, THANKS; for all that will be, YES.” 
For the God who is with us always, is 
working for our good in every circum-
stance. 
If we have faith, we can live in all situa-
tions. So, why worry? Let us just do our 
best all the time and leave the rest to 
God. 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL! 
With all my love and prayers and best 
hopes for the New Year, 
Pastor Juancho 
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Our Ministry of Finances 

body may grow old, but your faith that comes from your heart can be forever young. Remember also that we 
are not alone. We have friends to support and cheer us on. Above all, God is with us. God will never leave us 
or forsake us. God is with us every step of the way. 

 
In closing, I join Mr. Everett M. Garrett, who is said to have written the following New Year’s wishes, in 
praying that “during the coming year may you have… 
 Enough happiness to keep you sweet; 
 Enough trials to keep you strong; 
 Enough sorrow to keep you human; 
 Enough hope to keep you going; 
 Enough failure to keep you humble; 
 Enough success to keep you eager; 
 Enough friends to give you comfort and support; 
 Enough faith and courage in yourself; 
 Enough money to meet your needs; 
 Enough determination to make each day a better day than yesterday.” 
May you have a truly liberating New Year filled with blessings and hope. 

It’s strange sometimes how things work out.  Wesley Church has been a part of the lives of our family for 40 plus years.  During 
that time we have worked in many capacities in the life of the church from the time when Mari and I did the youth ministry until 
today.  It was surprising to be asked to serve as the church Treasurer but one never knows when and where God may tap you for 
some work. 

First, we all owe Rich Brown considerable appreciation for his service as Treasurer over the past several years.  He has done 
much to upgrade the reporting, tracking and analysis of our giving.  That kind of data and reporting has been extremely helpful in 
the planning and management or our work in our financial mission and ministry together.  Thank you Rich. 

So now we move in some different directions, building on the solid foundation of the work done by those who have held this office 
in the past. 

I believe that God will always give us everything we need to do the work God calls 
us to do.  We may not have all we want, but if we are prayerful in listening and 
asking, God will give us direction.   

Anyone who has been close to Wesley over the past few years knows that our 
financial foundations have been challenged.  We have continued to support many 
and varied ministries in and around our community.  We have made sacrifices, 
some that have been most difficult for our staff. 

Too often we give most of our attention to the progress in our ministry of finances when we are getting ready for or in the midst of 
an annual stewardship campaign.  But ministry accomplished through our giving needs attention throughout our year.  So we will 
talk about how we are doing, where we are going, our moments for celebration, and our moments of challenge. 

Wesley United Methodist Church has been called by God to be the body of Christ in this time and in this place.  It is our turn in 
history to determine together whether and how the stories of Jesus will be shared amongst us, around us and around the world.  
How we manage the resources that God has provided for us will determine how we engage ourselves individually and as a con-
gregation in fulfilling our mission to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.  We should pray about it 
together, talk about it together and share our progress during this coming year. 

God will surely bless us when we are faithful in our giving and sharing to be the church that God continues to call us to be in 
2010. 

Peace to all, 

Roger L. Curless 
Treasurer    
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The Social Hall was a buzz 
on Saturday December 12th 
for the annual cookie walk. 
The amount and variety of 
cookies donated was very 
impressive. Friday night 
when I left the church we 
had the tables in the social 
hall overflowing with trays of 
cookies plus the table in the 
kitchen, the counter to the 
dish washer and a good 
deal of the other counters in 
the kitchen full of cookies to 
be rushed to the social hall  
as trays were emptied. 
Many thanks to the ladies & 
gentlemen who helped 
make cookies at the church 

on Friday, who set up the 
social hall, who helped 
weigh & take money, cookie 
walkers, kitchen help, run-
ners and the clean up crew. 
I also want to thank all who 
made cookies, donated cash 
and especially those who 
picked up cookies to take to 
the shut-ins. 
Once again, our team of 
CINDY SCHERMERHORN, 
MARTHA GRIFFITH, AND 

DORITA GODFREY gave 
may, many hours of plan-
ning, publicizing, and taking 
responsibility for the money. 
Good job ladies. 
 
 We made approximately 
$2000.00 with cash dona-
tions. The left over cookies 
have been donated to Sha-
lom Ministries for their 
Wednesday night program. 

The missions work area is happy to 
announce that we had a very good 
2009 in doing God’s work in the world.  
Below you will see the areas of the 
Rainbow covenant that were supported. 
In addition the naked garage sale pro-
duced enough revenue to support our 
mission trip to Henderson settlement.  
 
Burgundy: Lee Memorial Girls Mission 
Scholarship $100.00 
Red: Henderson Settlement $100:00 
Orange: UMCOR $100 
Yellow: Children’s Feeding Program 
$100.00 
Green: Bethlehem Food Bank $100 
Blue: Shalom Ministries/Hesed House 
$250 each 
Indigo: Tshala Mwengo $1000.00 
Purple: Special Sundays $457.00 
White: Sister Church $100.00 

Missions Contributions 

Cookie Walk a Big Success 

Coming Events 
 

We want to thank the congregation for their support this past 
year.  We hope that you enjoy the activities we have planned 
for the upcoming year.  Respectfully, Wally Loague, chair 
 
January 9: Soup-To-Go: pickup Jan. 10 
January 31: Mission Sunday  
February 14: Sweetest Day 
February 21: Cookie sales start 
March 21: Chili Sunday 
April 24: Appalachian Night Southern Dinner 
May 1: Naked Garage Sale  
May 23: Shares of love 
June  (TBA) Wine and Cheese  
July 11: Henderson mission 
October (TBA)   CROP Walk     
November (TBA)   Canned Food Drive 
December (TBA)   Toy Drive    
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Come February 13 at 7:00 p.m. and join our guest singers, the Legacy 
Girls who will be offering a wide array of music from many decades for 
your listening and dancing pleasure. Delicious appetizers, specialty, 
non alcoholic drinks, and decadent sweets are included in this fun 
filled night, along with "sweetheart activities" and prizes. Commemora-
tive photos will be available and to top the evening off and to solidify 
the love you and your sweetheart share, an optional group "wedding 
vow renewal". Free babysitting available.  Tickets: $20.00 per person, 
$35.00 per couple. Enjoy an evening of song, dancing, appetizers and 
desserts. See you with your dance shoes on! Concert begins at 7:00 
p.m.  Tickets will be available mid-January. 

15 years of mission work 
at Henderson Settlement, 
located in Frakes Ken-
tucky. The Mission Team 
and the Fine Arts Commit-

tee will be hosting Appala-
chia Night, this FREE 
event. Come join us for a 
traditional country dinner. 
Dinner will include ham, 
grits, biscuits and much, 
much more for your dining 
pleasures. Our guest 

 The Cultural & Fine Arts Se-
ries  conjunction with the Mis-
sion committee has scheduled 
an Appalachian Night of din-
ner & music on April 24, 2010 
and are excited to announce 
that Common Strings, a con-
temporary Bluegrass group has 
been booked. They provide a 
free gospel ministry and they 
have received accolades from 
such groups as the Emmy Lou 
Harris Band.  You can learn 
more about them at 
www.commonstrings.com The 
event will be free, but reserva-
tions will be required and a free 
will offering will be taken.  
 
This year Wesley’s Mission 
Team will be celebrating 

speaker during dinner will 
be Jerry Lambden, Work 
camp director at Hender-
son. A silent auction will 
take place to help raise 
funds for the 2010 trip to 
Henderson. We will be 
featuring, in concert, Com-
mon Strings, a bluegrass 
gospel group from Tennes-
see 
(http://www.commonstrings
.com).  

Babysitting will be avail-
able. A free will offering will 
be collected to help the 
educational program of-
fered by Common Strings. 
Dinner at 6:00p.m., Com-
mon Strings concert at 
7:00p.m. Please call for 
dinner reservations.  

Cultural & Fine Arts Series hosts February 13  

Special for Sweethearts 

Blue Grass Gospel Group highlights  

Appalachia Night set for April 24 

January Birthdays 

 

1st  Karen Covalt, Evelyn 

 Oncken, Audella 

 Taylor 

2nd  Alesia Morgan, 

 Tamara Linden 

5th  Jeffery Moecher, 

 John Klatt, Sita 

 Kharel 

11th  Nedra Price, Bryan 

 Carella 

13th  Charles Fleming 

14th  Walter Loague, 

 Lindsey Oros 

17th  Dorothy Anderson 

18th  Garrett Johnson 

22nd  Sarah Potter 

23rd  Braedon Morgon 

25th  Philip Biondo 

27th  Carolyn Jones. 

31st  Mike Klug, Kaylin 

 Cadwallander 

Pastor’s Vacation 
Pastor Juancho, Digna, and KC will be on vacation to 
the Philippines from Dec. 31st to Jan. 15th.  Anyone in 
need of pastoral service-prayer, special service, sick-
ness, etc.-during the weekdays please let Sue Clark at 
the church office (630-896-1033) know about it. She 
will connect you to to Rev. Alka Lyall, pastor of Bethany 
of Fox Valley UMC, who has agreed to cover for our 
pastor during his vacation. On weekends please call 
our Lay Leader, J.T. Connell at 630-896-0556 or our 
deputy Lay Leader, Meredith Lindgren at 630-844-

2520. Either one will be able to assist you. 



WARNING: Be Cautious 
About Giving Info to Census 
Workers by Susan Johnson 

 

With the U.S. Census process 

beginning, the Better Business 

Bureau (BBB) advises people to 

be cooperative, but cautious, so 

as not to become a victim of 

fraud or identity theft. 

 

 The first phase of the 2010 

U.S. Census is under way as 

workers have begun verifying 

the addresses of households 

across the country. Eventually, 

more than 140,000 U.S. Census 

workers will count every person 

in the United States and will 

gather information about every 

person living at each address 

including name, age, gender, 

race, and other relevant data. 

 

 The big question is - how do 

you tell the difference be-

tween a U.S. Census worker and 

a con artist? BBB offers the 

following advice: 

If a U.S. Census worker knocks 

on your door, they will have a 

badge, a handheld device, a 

Census Bureau canvas bag, and 

a confidentiality notice. 

Ask to see their identification 

and their  badge before an-

swering their questions. How-

ever, you should never invite 

anyone you don't know into 

your home. 

Census workers are currently 

only knocking on doors to ver-

ify address information. Do not 

give your Social Security num-

ber, credit card or banking in-

formation to anyone, even if 

they claim they need it for the 

U.S. Census. 

REMEMBER, NO MATTER 

WHAT THEY ASK,YOU 

REALLY ONLY NEED TO TELL 

THEM HOW MANY PEOPLE 

LIVE AT YOUR ADDRESS. 

While the Census Bureau might 

ask for basic financial informa-

tion, such as a salary range, 

YOU DON'T HAVE TO AN-

SWER ANYTHING AT ALL 

ABOUT YOUR FINANCIAL 

SITUATION. The Census Bu-

reau will not ask for Social Se-

curity, bank account, or credit 

card numbers, nor will employ-

ees solicit donations. Any one 

asking for that information is 

NOT with the Census Bureau. 

AND REMEMBER, THE CEN-

SUS BUREAU HAS DECIDED 

NOT TO WORK WITH ACORN 

ON GATHERING THIS IN-

FORMATION. No Acorn 

worker should approach you 

saying he or she is with the 

Census Bureau. 

Eventually, Census workers may 

contact you by telephone, mail, 

or in person at home. However, 

the Census Bureau will not con-

tact you by email, so be on the 

lookout for email scams imper-

sonating the Census. 

Never click on a link or open 

any attachments in an email 

that are supposedly from the 

U.S. Census Bureau. 

 

 For more advice on avoiding 

identity theft and fraud, visit 

www.bbb.org 

PLEASE SHARE THIS INFO 

WITH FAMILY AND FRIENDS 

2010 Census Cautions from the Better Business Bureau  

REMINDER 
Articles for the February 2010  “Wesleyan” 
must be submitted by January 15. Ann Merk 
has volunteered to type the newsletter so 
articles may be emailed directly to her at 
asm52@yahoo.com. You may also bring in 
articles to Sue in the church office and she 
will forward them to Ann. 

Soup to Go 

Order your “soup to go” and corn-
bread by Jan. 7 to support the Mis-
sions Work Area. We have Ham ‘n 
Bean, Cheese Broccoli at $7 each plus 
cornbread plus $.50 each. Call Sue at 
630-896-1033. Then pick up your or-
der at church on Sunday Jan.10. 



Capital Campaign News 

January 10, 2010 Commitment Con-
tacts, 7.p.m. (small group 8-12 peo-
ple) 
 

January 11, Follow up begins 
 
Special envelopes for the 3 year 
Capital Stewardship Campaign are 
in the process of being printed and 
will be mailed to all our pledging 
families in January 

Board Chairs: 

Ad Council - Bruce Lindgren 

Trustees -  Houston Godfrey 

Finance - Wendy Evans 

Staff/Parish - Bob McKnight  

Education - Lynne Martin 

Outreach - Veva Walton and Ed 
Skaggs 

Missions - Wally Loague 

Memorial Committee - Nancy 
Rasey 

Worship - Meredith Lindgren 

Stewardship - Bob Starke 

Lay Visitation - Carol Stoffel 

Soup Kitchen Coordinator - Bob 
McKnight 

United Methodist Women - 
Phyllis Starke 

United Methodist Men - Herb 
John 

Bridging the Gap - Wendy Con-
nell 

Let’s Go - Susan Clark 

Adult Fellowship - Dorothy 
Fowler  

Supper Clubs - Cindy Brigham-
Althoff  

Books etc. - JoAnn Lewis 

Stamping & Scrapbooking - 
Emmy Lou John 

Golfing - J.T. Connell 

Call the church office (630-896-
1033) for phone numbers. 

Thanks for Another Wonderful Master’s Meal  

   It was about 12:10 p.m. when the 1st 
guest arrived. Darron Morgan was helping 
unload a car. The guest was a little frail, 
questioning and showing an eager friendli-
ness. She showed Darron an article about 
the availability of a holiday meal and wanted 
to know if she arrived at the right place. She 
explained she was a widow and things were 
extremely meager for her right now and she 
could be with other people. She was wear-
ing 2 thin coats and was able to receive a 
new one to replace what she was wearing. 
She left smiling very broadly and assured us 
she would be back on time for the meal. We 
thank Mrs. McCully for blessing us with her 
presence and spirit. 
   The event began with an energetic chapel 
service with Sandra Gillette providing the 
music and thee worship conducted by Pas-
tor Juancho. It was inspiring to see the 
chapel full and people glad to have the op-

portunity to  be there. 
   There was no question that this was going 
to be a super experience. We had 380 
guests! This year there were more seniors, 
more families and more physically chal-
lenged. There was a double setting in the 
fellowship Hall and tables were set up in the 
narthex and area outside the office. Meals 
were sent to the home bound and many 
guests took home additional meals. More 
may have been served but the food ran out.  
A big thank you to all who donated food. 
   Each guest received a gift bag with candy, 
pencils, information about Wesley and a 
Clementine in it. Sunday school children 
from Wesley and Bethany of Fox Valley 
Church decorated lunch bags as our gift 
bags. Pat Tattersall, her son and Nancy 
Garbe added red yarn to make them more 
festive. 
   Wesley Project WARM provided 65 warm 

winter coats, plus hats, gloves and clothing 
for our guests. The Shoes of the Fisherman 
provided shoes for many guests as well. 
   We were blessed with many volunteers 
and also the participation of our sister 
churches and their pastors. Pastor Alka of 
Bethany of Fox Valley UMC and Pastor 
David of 4th St. UMC were right there on the 
serving line. Fourth St. also provided a van 
and 2 drivers to transport guests and deliver 
meals to the homebound. 
   Enough cannot be said for the extension 
of energy and happy cooperation of those 
who worked so diligently to bless Wesley’s 
380 guests. There were so many volunteers 
whose names wont fit in this small space but  
the Outreach Team is appreciative and so 
thankful for all that helped make this Mas-
ter’s meal an outstanding success.  
 Outreach Ministry Team 
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