
Let’s Talk About Love 
 
 

WORSHIP IN FEBRUARY  2010 
 

Communion Service – 8 a.m. 
Blended Service – 10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service – 10:15 
every third Sunday of the month. 

 
 
February 7:  
Fifth Sunday after Epiphay; 
Communion both services Les-
sons: Isaiah 6: 1-8, Psalm 138, 
10-14; 1Corinthians 15:1-11; 
Luke 5: 1-11 Sermon: Dip into 
the Deep 
 
February 14:  
Transfiguration of the Lord Sun-
day Lessons: Exodus 34:29-35; 
Psalm 99; 2 Corinthians 3:12-
4:2; Luke 9: 28-36 Sermon: 
Revolution of Love 
 
February 17: Ash Wednesday  
Service at 7p.m. Lessons: Joel 2: 
1-2, 12-17 Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 
51; 2Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; 
Matt. 6:1-6,16-21 Sermon: Soil 
and Soul 
 
February 21:  
1st Sunday in Lent: Contempo-
rary Service Lessons: Deut. 26:1-
11; Psalm 91: 1-2, 9-16; Romans 
10: 8b-13; Luke 4:1-13 Sermon: 
Unity of Word and Deed 
 
February 28:  
2nd Sunday of Lent: Black 
American Sunday Lessons: 
Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18; Psalm 
27; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 
13:31-35 or Luke 9: 28-36, (37-
43) Sermon: Splendor of Negro 
Spiritual�
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LENT  is originally ob-
served to commemorate 
the 40 hours that Jesus 
was in the grave. Later is 
was expanded to com-

memorate the 40 days of Jesus’ 
temptation in the wilderness and the 
40 years of the Israelites’ wander-
ing in the wilderness before they 
reached the Promise Land. The 
Lenten season starts on Ash 
Wednesday and ends on Holy Sat-
urday. Usually Protestants and Ro-
man Catholics are either encourages 
or rigorously do voluntary fasting 
and penance, prayer and almsgiving 
during the forty day period except 
Sunday, the day when Jesus resur-
rected from the grave and for that 
reason it is always celebrated as a 
festival. 
   “Lent” is based on an English 
word which literally means the 
lengthening of days. This could be 
understood both literally and figura-
tively. In the literal sense, as the 
Lenten season starts on Ash 
Wednesday, the daylight is noticea-
bly becoming longer. In the figura-
tive sense, it means that when we 
are confronted with hard work, a 
very busy day, or some trials in life, 
we usually say, “It’s a long day.” 
The Lenten season is a time to 
meditate on the long days of 
Christ’s sacrifices and passion for 

THE LENGTHENING OF DAYS 

���������	
�	���		
���

����
�����	����� ������
���
�	��������������������
�� �� ��
��		���
��	�	�����
���
�����
�	�� ����������!�
"	�����#������"���	�����!��
$�������������
������
���
��#
����
�	"�
������
�����
!��
%"��	����������������������#����

���#���#��	""�#�!��&	���
	�
���������	���
����'��

our sake and the whole world. 
Hence, the mood of the season is of 
penitence. 
   Basically, there are two kinds of 
suffering. One is that we suffer be-
cause of our own foolishness; the 
Bible calls it SIN. Paul Tillich used 
to define Sin as a three pronged 
transgression: transgressions against 
self and neighbor, against creation 
and most of all against God, our 
Creator. An example of this is when 
we violate natural laws or just by 
abusing ourselves; let say our health 
by not appropriately taking care of 
our bodies. Sooner or later, we will 
suffer the consequences. The second 
type is suffering for others. A lot of 
people suffer for their loved ones, 
relatives, and friends. Many parents, 
particularly mothers, suffer and sac-
rifice a lot for their children. Seldom 
do we have somebody to suffer for 
the sake of many, much less for their 
opponents and enemies. This is 
where Jesus differs. He sacrificed 
and suffered to make the whole 
world whole and be reconciled to 
God’s self (Isaiah 53). St. Paul also 
wrote: “For our sake God made him 
(Christ) to be sin who knew no sin, 
so that in him we might become the 
righteousness of God.”  (2 Corin-
thians 5:21). We would appreciate 
Christ’s sacrifice even more when 
we accept the truth that “…God 

proves his love for us in that while 
we were yet sinners Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8).  
   Even people outside Christianity 
were touched by Jesus’ loving sacri-
fice. Foremost of them perhaps, is 
Mohandas K. Ghandi of India. At 
one time, he was asked what his se-
cret was for his active nonviolence 
method in changing the world. He 
drew a worn out copy of the New 
Testament while pointing to the little 
book, “This is my secret.” At another 
time, he was asked why he did not 
convert to Christianity since his 
greatest mentor was Jesus Christ. 
With all sincerity and firmness in his 
voice, he responded, “I love you 
Christ, but I hate your Christianity.” 
These words of indictment still re-
verberate the truth of how inconsis-
tent the lives of many of us Chris-
tians are today. Yet we claim to be 
followers of Jesus. Jesus lived and 
died for all people while many of us 
Christians live and die for ourselves 
alone. As we ponder once more the 
sacrifice of Christ for the whole 
world this Lenten season, may it 
rekindle our love for all people and 
deepen our commitment to live for 
others. After all, it is only in dying 
that we can hope for resurrection. 
We cannot share in the resurrected 
life of Christ if we are not willing to 
share first his cross. 
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Come February 13 at 7:00 p.m. and 
join our guest singers, the Legacy Girls 
who will be offering a wide array of mu-
sic from many decades for your listen-
ing and dancing pleasure. Delicious 
appetizers, specialty, non alcoholic 
drinks, and decadent sweets are in-
cluded in this fun filled night, along with 
"sweetheart activities" and prizes. 
Commemorative photos will be available and to top the eve-
ning off and to solidify the love you and your sweetheart 
share, an optional group "wedding vow renewal". Free baby-
sitting available.  Tickets: $20.00 per person, $35.00 per 
couple. Enjoy an evening of song, dancing, appetizers and 
desserts. See you with your dance shoes on! Concert begins 
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  The Culture & Fine Arts committee is into its second season and is looking 
ahead to more events. The committee began as an outreach to the community and 
opportunity to promote Wesley UMC.  Every event “playbill” includes informa-
tion about Wesley and its programs.  The committee tries to keep the cost of the 
programs reasonable. The cost includes the payment for entertainers, concessions 
and simple decorations. Any proceeds are used for upgrades to the church Social 
Hall.  Proceeds provide the materials and volunteers complete the work. So far the 
four major projects have been completed with the proceeds of the 1st season.  

· Painting the Social Hall 
· New valances for the windows of the Social Hall 
· Re-sanding and staining the stage 
· Wall drapery & its hardware for special occasions 
· Accent rope lighting for the balcony of the Social Hall 

   The Committee hopes you will join us for the Sweetheart Event  Feb. 14 and 
Appalachia Night April 24. More events are being planned for fall. Watch the 
Wesleyan and the weekly bulletin for more information. 
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