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When Jesus Is Not For Us 
��"My life was a mess. I was on drugs. I was addicted to sex 
and ate high cholesterol snacks. Then I found Jesus....and eve-
rything got fixed…. If you believe in Jesus, everything will be 
alright…He will heal your diseases … He will make you pros-
per…” These are some of the most popular evangelistic state-
ments of preachers. Some rightly called this the “Prosperity 
Gospel.” 

  Many times I also heard many good 
meaning Christians saying that those 
who believe in God, they die in peace 
and do not suffer long. But if this is true, 
then Jesus would have not died with the 
most shameful and most excruciating 
form of death. Jesus is the only one who 
fully obeyed God therefore he should 

have been rewarded with life of peace that is free from suffer-
ing and pain. If this is true, then martyrs and saints would 
have not suffered rejection, persecutions and death. 
  In Mark 8:31-38, Jesus predicted his death on the cross. Here 
he made it plain to "them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected…, and be killed." They were 
shocked, of course. That’s why Peter took Jesus aside and 
urged him to stop talking like this. Such talk will cause people 
to begin having negative thoughts. They might get depressed. 
How do you expect us to attract people to your movement, 
Peter might have asked, if you talk like this? 
  Jesus rebukes Peter's rebuke with, "If any want to become my 
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake 
and for the sake of the gospel will save it." 
  They misunderstood Jesus and many of us today continue to misunderstand him. Gerhard Ebeling once 
said that "Theology is necessary in order to make preaching as hard for the preacher as it has to be." We 
cannot reduce the gospel into a self-help message. The Gospel is more about the nature of God than just 
meeting, oftentimes, our selfish needs. Encounter with scripture keeps reminding us that we do not own 
God. Scripture keeps making Jesus available to us and also keeps Jesus as some distance from us, in order 
that the space between us and the throne of God might be kept free, untamed, threatening, and demanding. 
  Lent is reminding us that following Jesus involves the cross. Christianity without the cross is not Christi-

BUILDING  A  V IBRANT  CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY  FROM THE HEART OF A URORA 
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WORSHIP IN MARCH  2010 

 

Communion Service – 8 a.m. 
Blended Service – 10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service – 10:15 every third 
Sunday  

of the month. 
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anity at all. Lent is transforming suffering into a vehicle of redemption and those who believe in Jesus 
must share in his suffering so that suffering in the world may be reduced. Christianity is more than the 
meeting of our personal needs; it is carrying the cross so that the world may not carry it anymore and 
thereby learn and experience the love of God. Jesus Christ has given us an example to follow, and way of 
life to live – to live for others which is something greater than ourselves. But then, it is living for others 
that we find our true selves. It is in living for justice, peace, freedom and love that we find the true mean-
ing, essence and purpose of life. Indeed, it is losing our lives that we find it again. 
  I pray that you and I willing are to join Jesus in carrying the cross so that the world may live and in the 
process we find also the true joy of life and the true essence of living.      
 With all my love,  Pastor Juancho��
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Adopt a Project 
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Ministry of Finance – Generous or Sacrificial  
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Website Attracts Visitors to Wesley 
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Sunday 3/7    Hesed House 11:30 – 1:30 
   Luigi’s Pizza and Laser Tag 1:30 – 3:00 

Wed 3/10  Dinner, Bells, Choir, Devotions 
Sunday 3/14  Youth Group 11:30 – 1:30 
Wed 3/17  Dinner, Bells, Choir, Devotions 
Sunday 3/21  Youth Group 11:30 – 1:30 
Wed 3/24  Dinner, Bells, Choir, Devotions 
Sunday 3/28  Youth Group 6:00 – 8:00 
Wed 3/31 Spring Break; No Bells, Choir, Devotions 
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Check out the Social Hall�
�If you haven’t been in the social hall lately, you need to go in and see 
the beautiful Methodist cross and flame on the south wall. This eight 
foot cross was designed, built and donated by Jim Merk. Wally Lo-
ague helped with the preparation  and mounting. It’s a great addition 
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The Legacy Girls sing  “Stop in the Name of Love” with all the 
ladies providing backup. 
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