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WORSHIP IN MAY 2010 
 

Communion Service – 8 a.m. 
Blended Service – 10:15 a.m. 

Contemporary Service – 10:15 
every  

third Sunday of the month. 
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    Capital Funds put to use 
 

In the past month several actions have occurred in connection with the 
three year Capital Fund.  On March 6, Wesley Trustees met with the 
engineer and contractor regarding starting the repair and tuck point work 
on the outside south wall of the sanctuary where severe water damage 
to the inside wall has occurred. April 19 was set as a starting date. We 
should see scaffolding and brick work in progress at the time of this 
newsletter.  The current plan for the inside wall is to clean up part of the 
loose plaster, but to hold further work until it is determined that the leaks 
causing the damage have been corrected.  That might be awhile being 
confirmed. 

 

�����Next you will be interested in hearing that the new toilets approved by 
the trustees have been installed in both the men’s and ladies’ rest 
rooms that have been a problem in the past. Many thanks to our mainte-
nance engineer Rick Anderson along with Joe Stoffel and Bob Griffith 
who worked many hours to install these new fixtures to update our rest rooms. 

 

�����The New Worship Service Planning Committee has spent many hours working towards new traditional and con-
temporary services to meet the needs of our current congregation and also potential new members.  The new sched-
ule is to start in September, but the committee has promised a sneak peak on Sunday, June 20.  We should all be 
there to hear of the good things coming. Talk with Cindy Chase for more information. 

   The Training Committee has also been meeting to lay out their program and they are currently focusing on three 
areas: 1) Training for improving publicity and hospitality 2) To include new programs that will be special for adults 
during the 10:00 o’clock Sunday hour  3)  Community plans for moving outside our walls 

 

    You will be hearing more on these plans in the months ahead, See Wendy Connell if you would like to be involve 
The figures below will give you an update as to where we stand on our financial plans as of April 12, 2010: 

                                                Capital Fund (three year)     2010 Operating Budget 

Goal Amount          $500,000.00          To be determined 

Total Number of Pledges  51    62 

Total Amount Pledged          $406,572.00      $273,472.00 

    

There still may be some of you who plan to pledge, but have not currently made a commitment.  Please give Sue in the church 
office (630-896-1033) and she will help you.  

 

Thanks. Stewardship and Follow-Up Committee  
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0*�"� Gerald A. Tastad (August 6, 1927 - March 19, 2010)  
Gerry was a 43 year member of Wesley UMC. He was born in Aurora and 
worked as meat cutter before working as a housing inspector for the city of 
Aurora. Memorials may be made to a local hospice organization 

 

… Of Virginia Dolan (June 30,1932 -  March 10, 2010) 
Virginia was a long time  member of Wesley UMC. She was born, raised, and lived most of her adult life in 
Aurora. Memorials can be made to National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI), 400 Mercy Lane, Aurora, IL 
60506 or to Wesley United Methodist Church. 
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Exciting changes are being planned for our Sun-
day Morning Worship experience starting this 
fall. Experience a “sneak” preview of the new 
fall schedule on June 20, 2010.  

8:30 –8:55 a.m. prayer & communion (Chapel) 
9:00 a.m.  Classic service in the Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m.  Education and Hospitality 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service (Fellowship hall) 
(read more FAQ on the insert page) 
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 Meet at The Holmstad in Batavia 
 

 11:00 a.m.   Tour of the new additions of The Holmstad 
 

 11:45 a.m.   Complimentary Lunch at The Holmstad dining room 
 

12:30 p.m.    Program:  “Extraordinary People Next Door:  Reflections on greatness” Ordinary 
people frequently have an extraordinary side to their lives.  Discover a few of them when our au-
thor shares some of the fascinating lives he encountered during his writing career. 
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New Spiritual Experience FAQ 
 

“Writing A New Song” Service Changes 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

This past year, Wesley United Methodist Church committed to a capital cam-
paign that was dubbed “Writing A New Song.” As a part of this campaign, we 
have developed an exciting new worship service structure that we hope will not 
only invigorate our current congregation, but also help us cast our net further 
into the community to grow this church as we follow Christ’s command to be 
fishers of men and women. 
 

�“Wait, what? New worship service structure?” 
 

�No change ever comes without a few questions and clarifications. So in the interest of honoring the “open 
hearts, open minds, open doors” policy that is one of the cornerstones of the United Methodist Church, we 
would like to address some of the more common questions you may have. 
 

Q: What is the goal of this new schedule?  
A: The new schedule began as a close look at the church’s mission and vision: 

· Mission:  To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 

· Vision: “ Building a vibrant Christian community from the heart of Aurora.” 

      Worship is at the heart of the Christian experience. The gathering of disciples to worship God, experience 
God’s presence and then go forth into the world as a community is Biblical and historic. So it has been for 
over 150 years at Wesley United Methodist Church. We gather to read the scriptures, share the stories, sing 
songs and hear the Word proclaimed. 

 

��������Even though the essence of worship remains constant, over time the message of God’s love through Jesus 
Christ has always been revealed to us in new and different ways. Through music, liturgy and new expres-
sions of our faith, we have been open to the presence of God with variety. Today, while we celebrate the 
same truths, we do not necessarily worship in the same way as our parents, grandparents and others who 
came before us. God is continually expanding our creativity and imagination, showing God’s self to us in 
many exciting ways. 

 

As part of the capital campaign, we committed to a time of study and discernment on how the worship experi-
ence at Wesley might be enriched for our current congregation and to reach out to new people in new ways. 
A committee has been working on that aspect and has a direction to share with the Wesley family. Some 
guiding principles that have been used: 

· Our worship should be consistent with our United Methodist traditions. 

· Our worship should have a foundation in the Bible, sound Christian teachings and must be inviting for all 
who want to move closer to God. 

· Our worship must be open to all people. 

· Our worship should appeal to the widest range of people by respecting tradition while incorporating new 
and creative expressions of the message of Jesus Christ. 

· Our worship should move individuals to greater service to God and one another in mission and ministry. 

 

�The new schedule therefore seeks to make church more relevant to a 21st century population. By rethinking 
church, we can find new ways to praise God while continuing to embrace our traditions. We can provide new 
channels to communicate the Good News. Remember, we are one in Christ but called in many diverse ways 
to know Him. 



 
Q: What will be the new structure of Sunday worship ? 

 A: Here is the new Sunday worship lineup: 

8:30 a.m. – Prayer and Communion in the Chapel 
· As you come into the chapel you will be invited to a time of prayer and quiet meditation.  Communion will 

be available.  
 
�9:00 a.m. – Classic Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
· This will embrace a more traditional format. Classic music with organ, hand bells, choirs and liturgy will 

be more familiar to those worshiping in this service. 
· Worshipers may recognize many of the hymns used in this service. 
· The Gospel will be proclaimed through an order of worship following the patterns that have characterized 

Wesley over the years. 
· Traditions that have been a part of Wesley will be respected and celebrated with regular communion. 
· This service may be appealing to those who (regardless of age) find God’s presence in a worship experi-

ence that is more familiar in order and in use of music and liturgy. 
 
�10:00 a.m. – Education and Hospitality 
· Experiences to look for in this hour: Fellowship after the first service, Sunday School for children and 

youth, Small Group Gatherings, Adult Bible Study, Interest Groups, Current Events Topic Discussions, 
Committee Meetings. 

 
�11:00 a.m. – Contemporary Service in Fellowship Hall 
· This service will be very similar to what you’ve already experienced during worship on the third Sunday of 

each month, using contemporary Christian music. It is a more participatory style, with opportunities to 
learn new music that praises God. We hope it will be a style that constantly evokes Psalm 100: “Make a 
joyful noise unto the Lord, serve the Lord with gladness and come into His presence with singing.” 

· You’ll find the atmosphere to be casual and relaxed with opportunities for short discussion as part of the 
sermon. Song lyrics will be projected onto a screen along with scriptures, sermon illustrations and an-
nouncements. 

· This service will include times of prayer, scripture reading, giving of tithes and offerings, drama, a ser-
mon, and singing led by the Praise Team or Youth Choir.  

 

Q: Who else do we want to attend Wesley?  
A: Jesus tells us: “Love thy neighbor.” But who is our neighbor? Certainly it includes our current congregation. 

But just as certainly it also includes any and all who reside beyond our church walls. Aurora is a diverse, con-
temporary community – and those with no church family here nonetheless have spiritual needs that currently 
are unfulfilled. How wonderful it would be to fulfill those needs. 

 

�Q: How can I find out more?  
A: There will be a sneak peek Sunday, June 20 . This date not only allows the current congregation to attend, but 

also is a wonderful opportunity to reach out to the families who have participated in Vacation Bible School, 
which takes place the week prior. If you know of anyone who may be interested, please encourage them to 
attend this service. If you have any additional questions, please refer to the church Web site at 
www.wesleyumcaurora.org or direct them to Cindy Chase or Pastor Juancho Campanaño.  
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