
Dear Children of God, 

 

I greet you in the name of the risen Christ who has defeated evil and injustice in whatever form 

they present themselves!  I especially offer words of love to God’s children who are lesbian, 

gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and intersex persons.  God loves, loves, loves you and you 

are glorious children of God!  My heart breaks to live in a world where people are pushed out 

and excluded.  Know that you are beautiful!  You are God’s beloved! 

 

Wesley United Methodist Church will continue to march forward even if others will no longer 

be marching with us.  We will continue to pray for the United Methodist Church, but we will 

also continue to be a witness that we not only welcome persons of all sexual orientations and 

gender identities but that we will continue to worship and be in ministry WITH persons of all 

sexual orientations and gender identities.  We welcome LGBTQ persons to serve in leadership 

and participate at every level of congregational life. 

 

At the special session of the General Conference in St. Louis this week, delegates voted 438 to 

384 to adopt the Traditional Plan.  This means that the denomination will maintain its position 

on homosexuality with teeth.  The denomination has essentially doubled down on its 

homophobia.  I believe there will come a day, perhaps in my lifetime, when the United 

Methodist Church will find itself repenting from the action it took this week. 

 

So, what does the future hold for Wesley?  I look forward to being in dialogue and conversation 

with you about this.  There will be much to think about, reflect on and consider in the weeks 

and months ahead.  In the meantime, I implore you to reach out to family and friends who may 

once again feel the anger and frustrations of being excluded by the church.  Please reach out 

and tell them that you love them, and that God loves them.  They are a child of God! 

 

I hope you will be in church this Sunday.  We have one worship service at 10 am.  We will invite 

the Holy Spirit to come and be with us.  We will gather to be reminded that we are loved and 

that we are called to love.  We will celebrate God’s calling in each of our lives.   

 

Peace & Grace, 

 

John Bell 

 


