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Pastor ’s Column  

Dear Church Family, 

As we move through these final weeks of Lent, I find myself filled with gratitude for the journey we have 
been sharing together. Lent invites us to slow down, to reflect honestly, and to open our hearts more 
fully to God’s transforming grace. It is not always an easy season—but it is a meaningful one. 

Over these past weeks, our Building Beloved Community worship series has invited us into courageous 
and hope-filled work. Together, we have explored what it means to follow Jesus in a divided and hurting 
world. We have named the forces that distort love and justice—fear, deception, exclusion, and 
silence—and we have been reminded again and again that the gospel calls us into something deeper. 

We have reflected on truth and courage, on grace that forms us for the common good, on the sacred 
worth of every voice, and on the call to see what we have been taught not to see. These are not just 
ideas for Sunday morning—they are invitations to a way of life. Building beloved community is not 
abstract work. It is the daily practice of choosing love, dignity, and justice in the ways we live, speak, 
and act. 

As we approach Holy Week, we will continue this journey together, remembering that the path of Jesus 
leads not only through celebration, but also through suffering, courage, and the cross. And yet, we do 
not walk that path without hope. 

Our series will culminate in the celebration of Easter across two Sundays—April 5th and April 12th—as 
we proclaim the good news that resurrection is real. Even in a world marked by brokenness, God is still 
bringing new life. Even in places of despair, hope is rising. Resurrection is not just something that 
happened—it is something still happening, among us and within us. 

As we move into the Easter season, we also have meaningful opportunities for worship and connection 

ahead. On Sunday, April 19th, we will welcome a guest speaker from World Relief, Joel Duncan, who 
will help us deepen our understanding of how we can respond to the needs of our global neighbors with 

compassion and faithfulness. Then, on Sunday, April 26th, the United Women in Faith will lead their 
annual worship service—a beautiful expression of leadership, faith, and commitment within our own 
community. 

Friends, as we move from Lent into Easter, may we carry forward all that we have been learning. May 
we continue to open our eyes, soften our hearts, and strengthen our courage. And may we keep 
building beloved community—a world where all people are loved, cared for and included. And in that 
work may we continue to trust that God is at work in us and through us, bringing resurrection life into 
the world. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Pastor Tammy 
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Worship  

Some images from worship in March! 
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Lifting Voices  

Lifting Voices 

Perhaps you've seen recent media coverage of 
groups of singers in Minneapolis gathering to sing, 
and using songs in their resistance work. Each 
Wednesday, Thew Elliott welcomes singers to the 
sanctuary hoping to build a practice of singing for 
justice and liberation here in Aurora. We'll meet from 7 
to 8:15pm. No special skills or materials required, and 
all are welcome. 

Wesleyans in the Wild  

Camille Sapnu volunteered at 
the Aurora Area Interfaith 

Food Pantry in March.   

Camille also participated in the Hoopin’ 
for Inclusion event at West Aurora High 

School on March 20th as well!  Pastor 
Tammy was there to show her support. 
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Celebrating Graduates  

We are starting to look ahead to celebrate our Graduates!  

Please confirm you/your graduate is available on Sunday, May 24th during our 10:30am worship!  

And please send a picture and information about where you are graduating from and your future 
plans by May 11th!  

World Relief  
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Wednesday Night Gathering  

We have two more Wednesday Night Gatherings remaining, one will be April 15th and our theme 
and meal are yet to be determined but mark your calendars for our end-of-season barbecue on 

May 6th! 
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Let ’s Go —St. Patrick ’s Day  

Easter Egg Hunt  
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United Women in Faith  

Circles 

The Hannah & Susannah Circles met together to work on a 
mailing to all the women at Wesley.   Included with the Retreat 
Invitation is a letter requesting contact information so that a new 

Directory can be printed for United Women in Faith.  Please 
respond with your information as directed in this 

correspondence. Circles will not meet in April. 

World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church Women’s Study Day 

The World Federation of Methodist and United Church Women’s 
Study Day was held in Chicago on March 14. This is when the 
Women's Missionary Societies of the Christian Methodist Episcopal, 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion  and African Methodist Episcopal 
gather with the United Methodists. 

The  theme for the day was "Weaving Webs of Hope: Just and 
Healthy Communities". We shared our Charter for Racial Justice and 

how it is put into play by various UMCs. 

Three of our UWFaith Unit members attended.  Emmy Lou & Becky John and Mari Curless are 
pictured with Dr. Sandra Gadson, Dr. Elenora Hamb and Dachia Davis program participants. 

Tuesday Crafters 

The Tuesday Crafters have been busy making Easter Cards for our College 

Students and our homebound members. 

Our next gathering of Crafters will be April 14, at 2 pm at 

church, when we will be making a vase for artificial flowers 
out of a book (see photo).  Supplies needed:  one book 

with at least 300 pages and an Exacto knife, and silk 
flowers and greenery, if you have any. 
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United Women in Faith Retreat  
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April Birthdays  

Bev Benson 4/1 

Paula Loague 4/6 

Bob McKnight 4/7 

Ann Merk 4/7 

Cindy Whitehall 4/7 

Donna Doubek 4/8 

Ziyad Yacoubou 4/9 

Lora Swanson 4/14 

Lucy Jackson 4/15 

Meredith Lindgren 4/18 

Henry Clarke 4/26 

Billie Sears 4/27 

Delia Akyea 4/28 
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Fellowship  

Let’s Go 

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome. Our 
annual St. Patrick’s Day Party was a wee bit of Irish fun! We enjoyed delicious Irish-themed food 
and played some fun games (photos on page 7). Our next event will be an Un-Birthday Party, to 

celebrate everyone’s birthday. We will be going out for dinner at an as yet undetermined restaurant 
on Friday, April 24. More details to come, so stay tuned!! If anyone would like to host a get-

together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please contact me. I am in need of a host for 
May, which will be our last event until fall. If you are interested in attending future Let’s Go 

functions and aren’t on the list, please contact the church office to connect with Meredith Lindgren.  

I will gladly add you to the list!  

Bad Girls Book Club/Bible Study 

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with 
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read 
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We generally meet 

the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, and Laurel Gilbert has graciously offered her home for 
our meetings, when she is available. We are currently reading “The Book of Hope” by Jane Goodall 

and Douglas Abrams. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 25 at 6 pm at Laurel’s home. We 
will have a soup/chili dinner and then get to our book discussion. Our April meetings will be April 8, 

at Meredith Lindgren’s home, and April 22, likely at Laurel’s.  We are finishing “The Book of Hope” 
on April 8 and will begin our new book, “Finley Donovan is Killing It” by Elle Cosimano, on April 22. 
You are welcome to join us for food and fellowship and discussions of books! If you are interested 

in joining us, contact the church office to connect with Meredith Lindgren.  

Mug Club 

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation.  This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and 
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of 
fellowship.  We invite you to join us!  For more details call the church office to connect with Rich 

Brown.  Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove 

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group 
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members.  We normally meet for lunch the last Friday 
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll 
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn.  All are welcome!  Contact the 

church office to connect with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting. 
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Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers! 

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming? 
Then I have a job for you! I could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service, 
and I would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if 

you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! I provide the readings 
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is 

available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned 
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed 

near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For 
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters 
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread 

for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is 
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which 

would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these 
ministries, please the church office to connect with Meredith Lindgren. Or see me at church on 

Sundays! 

Small Groups  

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study 

Have you ever wondered how we currently take a position on social, political, economic and 
general community issues? And, how SHOULD we take positions on these basic 
issues...similar ones that Jesus died for 2,100 years ago? If you are interested in confronting these 

human issues in a manner close to what Jesus taught and did, then the United Methodist short 
book on Social Principles is very instructive. These principles began back in 1908 with a Social 

Creed by the Methodist Episcopal Church. Our Zoom discussion class is currently focused on 
"The Social Community" chapter of The SOCIAL PRINCIPLES book. This class understands that 

we are all on different points of a life journey, so all views and questions are always respected. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7pm on Zoom. If you would like to join our lively discussions, 
please contact the church office to be connected with Emmy Lou John. 

Attention Wesley Gardeners!!  

The growing season is upon us and our Wesley gardens could use some love! Please consider 
lending a hand and doing some weeding and edging to get our gardens ready for spring. You will 

need your own equipment and lawn/garden bags. The church doesn’t have yard waste pick-up so 
you will need to bring any yard waste back home to put out with your trash and yard waste. Free 

pick-up in Aurora is from April 6-April 17. After that, waste stickers are necessary. Having well-
trimmed gardens adds to our curb appeal and also makes people happy, so help us make our 
gardens shine! Thanks for your consideration. 
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Church Calendar  

Wednesday, April 1st 

Office Closed 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, April 2nd 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Office Closed 

Maundy Thursday Worship:  6-7:30pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, April 3rd 

Good Friday Service @ Wellspring UMC: 7pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, April 4th 

GS Creators League (LL): 1-4pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, April 5th EASTER 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, April 6th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Girl Scout Leaders (LL): 6:30pm 

Tuesday, April 7th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, April 8th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Girl Scout Troop 738 (LL): 5:45pm 

Bad Girls (Meredith’s) 6pm 

AA (Chapel) : 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, April 9th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor) 6:30pm 

UWFaith Book Club (Zoom): 7:00pm 

Friday, April 10th 

PEO Chapter BT (GP) : 12-4pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

 

Saturday, April 11th 

Echo Celebration (GP): 2-5pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, April 12th 

Online Worship: 9:30am 

In-Person Worship: 10:30am 

GS Troop 5666: 1:30pm (LL) 

Monday, April 13th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm 

Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor) : 7pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, April 14th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Tuesday Crafters (parlor): 2pm 

Wednesday, April 15th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Wednesday Night Gathering: 6-7:30pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, April 16th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, April 17th 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, April 18th 

GS Creators League (LL): 1-4pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, April 19th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, April 20th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Girl Scout Leaders (LL): 6:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

 

 

Tuesday, April 21st 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

DCFS YAB (Chapel): 6:00-8:00pm 

GB (Parlor) 6:30pm 

Wednesday, April 22nd 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

GS Troop 938 (LL): 5:00pm 

Bad Girls (Laurel’s): 6:00pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, April 23rd 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, April 24th 

Let’s Go:  Restaurant TBD 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, April 25th 

UWFaith Retreat (Prestbury): 10:00am-2:30pm 

NA Speakathon (GP):  12-5pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, April 26th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

GS Troop 5666 (LL): 1:30pm 

Private Event (GP & K): 3:00pm 

Monday, April 27th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm 

Tuesday, April 28th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, April 29th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, April 30th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 


