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Christ is risen! Christ is risen, indeed! These classic words from our tradition are spoken every
Easter. We proclaim together that our hope is in God’s resurrection power and love. We are
Easter people. Every day is resurrection day. So, what does this mean for those of us who
remain here on earth, living with war, pandemic, polarization and inequity?
Wars, pandemics, polarization and inequity persist because of the ways we behave and treat one
another. It’s as simple as that. If you want to change the world, then one needs to relate to the
world differently. Make a change. We talk about this in the language of transformation and
resurrection. When Mary stands at the empty tomb she speaks to Jesus out of her mouth, her
ears hear the voice of Jesus and she reaches out and touches Jesus. Her resurrection experience
is a full body experience. All of our senses are raised up. Later, we will hear stories of Jesus
feeding Mary and the disciples. And then Paul will add that even our minds are raised up. They
are renewed.
In the great Easter hymn, Help Us Accept Each Other, Fred Kaan writes:
Lord, for today's encounters with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance, for justice and for bread,

we need new eyes for seeing,
new hands for holding on:
renew us with your Spirit;
Lord, free us, make us one!

[the emphasis is mine]
We are justified by Christ through faith and are moving towards perfection through sanctification.
The work continues every moment of our lives. We are in a constant state of being transformed –
of becoming. What areas of your life need to be raised up, resurrected or transformed? What
part of your body needs to be renewed or changed?
My prayer for all of us this Easter is that every corner of our being, every one of our senses, every
aspect of our lives will be raised up in love and that together we will all be free!

Happy Easter!

Generations Together Discussion Time
During this series of Lent, we will be holding space for discussion time
after service. All ages are encouraged to participate! This time will offer
multi-sensory ways to debrief our time in worship together. We will
share stories, ask questions, have conversations, and explore new
ideas. This will take place in the parlor after service until 12/12:15. See
you there!

Fellowship Time
Whenever online worship ends, you are encouraged to hop on over to Zoom and join us in ten
minutes of fellowship. You can participate by video or by phone. Note that there will be no
fellowship time on communion Sundays.
Zoom Link

https://zoom.us/j/93861562876?pwd=OW10ZURMVUY2eEwwSEwyUUlWMVJmQT09
Meeting ID: 938 6156 2876
Passcode: 933177
Dial in: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

April Service Schedule at Wesley
Palm Sunday—April 10th 9:30am online/10:30am in-person
Maundy Thursday—April 14th 7:00pm in-person
Good Friday—April 15th 7:00pm in-person

Easter Sunday-April 17th 9:30am online/10:30am in-person
United Women in Faith Sunday—April 24th 9:30am online/10:30am in-person

Youth Group
Wesley’s Youth came together to pack Easter Eggs for the Egg Hunt coming up. We managed
to pack 2 bins full of eggs with treats from donations. Thank you to all who brought donations
to fill the eggs! The Youth also took part in a glow-in-the-dark egg scavenger hunt around the
building. They managed to find all the eggs and get to the ultimate prize of more candy of
course!

Confirmation
Confirmation Sunday Service will be May 1st at 10:30 am. The confirmands are looking forward to celebrating the work they have done! We have a few confirmands who are finishing
up their projects and could use your help.
•

Wesley Akyea has reached 60% of his fundraising goal for the Northern IL Food Bank.
You can help him reach his goal of $2,000 by April 17th by donating at this link: https://
secure.qgiv.com/event/fundraisers22/account/1250730

•

Delia Akyea is hosting a trash pickup on the Fox River Trail on Saturday, April 23rd from
10 am - 12 pm. Details will be sent out via email of where we will meet up. Come out and
support Delia’s efforts in cleaning up our neighborhood as well as spending some time
outdoors with one another. See you there!

Easter Party
We received plenty of donations to fill
eggs for the Easter Egg Hunt on April
9th. Thank you to all who dropped off
items! We could still use more volunteers
for the day of to run craft tables and hide
eggs outside. Volunteers are needed
from 10:15 am - 12:30 pm. Please
consider giving your time to help out
with the day!

Let’s Go Adult Fellowship
Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. We haven’t been
meeting regularly each month, live or remotely, since the pandemic began. In 2021 we had a Zoom
St. Patrick’s Day party, and then were able to meet live for an Octoberfest party in October and a
Christmas party in December. We are planning a spring get-together in May and will let you know
more details soon, so keep watching for more info! If you are interested in attending and aren’t on
the list, please contact Meredith Lindgren, 630-788-6911 or psalmmom418@gmail.com. I will
gladly add you to the list!

Bad Girls Bible/Book Study
Bad Girls have been meeting twice monthly with a live meeting/potluck the first Tuesday of the
month and a Zoom meeting on the third Tuesday. Thanks to our hosts for opening your homes to
us! Our next meeting will be a hybrid meeting on Tuesday, April 5. We are having our monthly
potluck at the home of Meredith Lindgren at 6 pm, followed by our book discussion at 7 pm, with
Zoom as an option for those who are unable to attend. We are reading and discussing the book,
“Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique W. Morris. One reviewer
stated: “In a work that Lisa Delpit calls "imperative reading," Monique W. Morris (Black Stats, Too
Beautiful for Words) chronicles the experiences of Black girls across the country whose intricate
lives are misunderstood, highly judged—by teachers, administrators, and the justice system— and
degraded by the very institutions charged with helping them flourish. Called "compelling" and
"thought-provoking" by Kirkus Reviews, Pushout exposes a world of confined potential and
supports the rising movement to challenge the policies, practices, and cultural illiteracy that push
countless students out of school and into unhealthy, unstable, and often unsafe futures.”
If you are interested in joining us for this thought-provoking book, contact Meredith Lindgren, 630788-6911 or psalmmom418@gmail.com, and I will send you the Zoom link.

Tuesday Crafters
Tuesday Night Crafters are currently holding virtual gatherings via Zoom. At this time, we are
sharing projects we have been working on. Please contact Vicki Martin at 630-859-2320 or
vickimartin2@comcast.net if you are interested in joining the Crafters on one of these meetings.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month. All are welcome! Contact Lynn Burnett at le.burnett@yahoo.com for details on our
next meeting.

Mug Club
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of fellowship.
We invite you to join us! For more details call or email Rich Brown at 630-881-7931 or
rwb7247@gmail.com.

Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

Wesley Gardeners
Calling all gardeners! Our Wesley gardens are in need of some TLC after a long and harsh
winter. With the weather warming up and the ground now thawed, there will be much work to
do to get the gardens back into tip-top shape. I don’t anticipate getting out into the gardens
until mid-April or so, but I’d love to have help in cleaning up the gardens! With many hands we
can bring our beautiful gardens back into beautiful bloom, bringing joy to many as they enter
our building. Let me know when you are available and we can get out and get some work
done! Call Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911 or email at psalmmom418@gmail.com.

Monday Night Study: New Series for Would-Be Disciples
Serious title for an enjoyable series adding to our toolkit as developing disciples.
At Wesley many of us have been discussing how we should listen more, especially to those with
countering points of view. Well, here is another part of that tool box: storytelling. At the right time
storytelling can be a very powerful tool for a disciple (see Jesus and the parables).
No worries, none of us will be asked to tell a story or practice stories, just an enjoyable learning
experience.
Below are two sets of materials for your review/use for these sessions. This series will probably
require four sessions. The second set is 10 pages as I was not able to break this download apart.
Zoom link for Monday Night at 7 pm CST (begins April 4th):

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81485676529?pwd=QXp0MDZPSllsMHJTblJqSjJqMzUyZz09

Tex-Mix Discussion Guide
Story Guidelines

Birthdays
Paula Loague 4/6

John Bell 4/14

Bob McKnight 4/7

Meredith Lindgren 4/18

Ann Merk 4/7

Henry Clarke 4/26

Cindy Whitehall 4/7

Billie Sears 4/27

Ziyad Yacoubou 4/9

J.T. Connell 4/28

Lora Sue Swanson 4/14

Delia Akyea 4/28

Questions? Please contact Jennifer Pawlowski, Financial Secretary, at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com.
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