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I grew up with a supportive community, mostly through church.  My parents taught me that caring 
for others is a vital component of community.  They modeled this for me through their volunteering 

of time, money and expertise to assist neighbors, friends and church members in need.  Cards 
were mailed out and meals were shared with people going through difficult experiences.  They were 

recipients of this care as well. 

I see the people of Wesley UMC doing the same.  You care for one another in profound ways.  You 

sit with each other in moments of darkness.  You feed one another and offer comfort during times 
of distress.  You encourage and pray for one another without ceasing.  You financially support one 
another during tough times.  You never miss an opportunity to be “present” with one another.  It’s 

moving to watch, participate in and be the recipient of.  Wesley UMC will endure because of the 
ways you care for one another. 

And we care for our neighbors.  You are generous with money and time donated to organizations 
and institutions that care for people in need.  You even respond to emergencies that pop up.  

Again, it’s a beautiful thing to behold.  You embody what Jesus taught.   

So, here is the question:  What if we cared for our neighbors and strangers the same way we care 

for one another, the people we know?  I know what you are thinking, “I don’t feel comfortable 
spending time with or helping someone I don’t know.  How can I trust them?”  It’s true, there can 
be a perceived risk with people we don’t know.  But, what if I told you that the reason we are losing 

a sense of community is because we’ve stopped taking these risks?   

Hear me out, non-profits do great work and can scale up and meet needs in ways you and I 

couldn’t possibly do on our own.  But, what if the pendulum of care has shifted too far one way 
towards institutions and too far away from neighbor helping neighbor?  What if the answer to 

connecting with the “nones” (those with no religious affiliations) is to surround them with a 
community of care the same way you surround one another at Wesley?   

I’m interested in thinking with you about how we can best organize ourselves to reach out in loving 

service to our neighbor.  What risks might we take to care for and support people we don’t know by 
surrounding them with a community of care?  What if we organized ourselves in such a way that as 

a community we were intentionally working to care for others?  I look forward to thinking with you 
about this.  I’ll be sharing some thoughts about it in worship each Sunday.  I hope you will join in on 

the conversation each Sunday in August. 

                                                                                                   Blessings, 



August Worship Series 

Our worship during the month of August will explore how communities care for others.  We will 

learn how the biblical texts define a supportive community.  To enhance our experience and 
understanding of supportive communities, we will hold worship for the month of August in the 

Gathering Place around tables.  Tables are symbolic of supportive community.  We find support 
from the community when we gather at tables to share food and stories.  We hope this series will 

help each of us explore what it means to be a part of a caring community and consider ways we 
can be in community with our neighbors through service and mutual aid.   

 

August 7  The Secret to Success  1 Thessalonians 5:14 

Redefining success so that we can support each other to be successful. 

 

August 14  Share Everything   Genesis 1:1-5 

We are called not to be conquerors but to share and live in harmony with nature and one another.   

 

August 21  Love Your Neighbor  Mark 12:28-31 

In order to love your neighbor, one has to know your neighbor.   

 

August 28  All Hands on Deck   John 6:5-15 

As we move through the process of building community, sharing resources and identifying gifts, we 

work collectively to support and provide for the needs of the community. 

  



Science Camp 

We begin Science Camp at Wesley on Tuesday, August 9th! We’re very much looking forward to 

having 30+ kids attend! The week will be filled with hands-on fun experiments and learning to 
encourage the children to wonder and always question while learning. Thank you all for your 

support in donations and volunteering. This process has been a great experience to put together to 
ensure our community is fed and has a free learning experience. I know the families will enjoy the 

week and feel loved!  



Encanto—August 19th! 

Our next Movie night will be Encanto on Friday, August 19th. Hot dogs, popcorn, candy and drinks 

will be provided. Bring your own lawn chair!  



Finding Nemo Movie Night 

On Friday, July 29th, we had an outdoor movie night featuring Finding Nemo. We had some 

children from the neighborhood watching us set up outside and they decided to join us! It was a 
great time to get to know our neighbors and enjoy food and a great movie. We’re looking forward to 

more opportunities to create community for children and families in our area!  

Monday Night Study Group 

The Monday Night Study Group (Faithlink) met for a potluck dinner on August 1st to discuss study 

materials for the fall Bible Study. 



Welcome to Wesley’s new members! 
 

Al Benson 
Jean Benson 

Laurel Gilbert 
Charlie Gilbert 
Sandra Kelley 
Karen Whipple 

Troop 11  

Congratulations to Troop 11's newest Eagle Scout, Blake Huberty who received his award at a 

ceremony at Wesley on Sunday, July 9th.  For his Eagle project, he collected 1,000 pounds of 
canned goods for Marie Wilkinson food pantry and also collected $250.00 cash that was turned 

into $1,600.00 worth of food from the Northern Illinois Food Bank, all during Covid restrictions.   



Grey Winfree, for their confirmation project, interviewed Dr. Vincent Gaddis and Mr. Nick 
Thompson to discuss racism.  Dr. Gaddis is a college professor and Mr. Thompson is an 
activist.  This piece is Grey’s reflection on the interview.   

 

In society, individuals tend to put certain characteristics on black people. Black people are 

stereotypically loud, obnoxious, poor, dangerous, uneducated, sporty in society's eyes. These traits 

all culminate to create what I see as a box that restrains us and keeps walls around us so we may 

live out our roles given by society and it ties directly to racism. Racism is present all across the 

world and it's something that can’t really be solved in any simple fashion, and I sadly believe it 

can’t be solved at all in the current time we are in right now. So I decided to talk to two 

knowledgeable minds about this issue. I had the pleasure to chat with Dr. Vincent Gaddis, a 

professor and community activist, and Nicholas Thompson, a communications coordinator for the 

City of Aurora, both agreed to an interview on the topic of racism.  

I believe our conversation was quite insightful, astounding, and fulfilling and I enjoyed the results I 

got. The first thing we talked about was the prospect of a metaphorical box and how that box 

affects us. I learned that everyone in society lives in a metaphorical box and we’ll never be able to 

leave said box but we can work inside the box and make our own sort of living in it. In the same 

way, you can never truly escape racism ever and it's just a fact that you need to accept. But you 

can always work your way around it and make it more manageable. In the interview, Dr Vincent 

Gaddis and Nick Thompson’s experiences all had to do with fear of some kind. Fear of death and 

fear of the violence caused by something as minuscule as the color of our skin is something that 

we all experience in the box and something we can not escape, but more so we have to learn how 

to navigate.  



I have been on this earth for only 15 years, and sadly I have already experienced most of the 

challenges of being a black male that Dr. Gaddis and Mr. Thompson has experienced and are well 

aware of.  I am a person of color, a black male in America who is not violent, not a thug or threat to 

society, not poor or uneducated, and I’m not disrespectful or loud. Actually I am a person of color, 

a black male in America who loves to write, read comics, play the trumpet over shooting hoops, 

and I love instrumental music over rap… I do not fit in society’s box! 

My discussion with Dr. Gaddis and Mr. Thompson was too enriching and deep for me to contain in 

this writing piece.  Young black males possess a wide range of complexities that are not narrow, 

limited, and negative as society may believe.  Thanks to my interview, I have learnt that because of 

the existence of a metaphorical box we have to deal with the same sorts of situations everyday and 

there’s no exit.  We as men of color have to learn how to navigate in a society that unfortunately 

has put us in this box,  and always try to quell the problem as best we can and though it won’t go 

away we can definitely try and make it better. The stereotypical boxes are ingrained in the fabric of 

our country, and until we recognize the problem change will never come. As James Baldwin once 

said,” Not everything that is faced can be changed, but nothing can be changed until it is faced. 



Let’s Go Adult Fellowship—ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All are welcome! We 

are currently on summer hiatus but hope to plan some fun fall activities, so stay tuned! Questions? 

Contact Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911 or psalmmom418@gmail.com.  

Mug Club  
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation.  This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and 
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of 

fellowship.  We invite you to join us!  For more details call or email Rich Brown at 630-881-7931 or 
rwb7247@gmail.com.   

 

Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove 
 

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group 

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley 

members.  We will meet next on Friday, 
August 26th at noon at Wesley.  All are 

welcome!  Contact Lynn Burnett at 
le.burnett@yahoo.com for details on our next 

meeting. 

mailto:psalmmom418@gmail.com
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Bad Girls Bible/Book Study 

Bad Girls finished ‘Bossy Pants’ at our potluck on Tuesday, July 26. 

We are now reading Kristen Ziman’s book, ‘Reimagining Blue: 
Thoughts on Life, Leadership, and a New Way Forward in Policing.’ 

Kristen Ziman was the police chief in Aurora for several years before 
retiring last year. We will gather at the home of Carol Stoffel on 

Tuesday, September 20 for a potluck and book discussion, time to be 
determined. Thanks to Carol for again opening her home to us! If you 
are interested in joining us for fun, fellowship, and great book 

discussions, contact Meredith Lindgren, 630-788-6911 or 
psalmmom418@gmail.com.  

Tuesday Crafters  
Tuesday Night Crafters are currently holding virtual gatherings via Zoom.  At this time, we are 
sharing projects we have been working on. Please contact Vicki Martin at 630-859-2320 or 

vickimartin2@comcast.net if you are interested in joining the Crafters on one of these meetings. 

Wesley Gardeners 

Wesley Garden Club: Calling all gardeners! Please consider helping out with our gardens 

throughout the summer and fall by spending a little time each week weeding and watering, as 
needed. Jenny has a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. There is a hose out in the garden up against the 

church along with a sprinkler. You can contact Jenny in the office in the morning and get the faucet 
key from her. With teamwork, our gardens will continue to be enjoyed by all who visit our church. If 

you have questions, please call Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911, or email me at 
psalmmom418@gmail.com. You can also call Jenny at 630-896-1033. 

mailto:psalmmom418@gmail.com
mailto:vickimartin2@comcast.net
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Thew Elliott 8/7 

Bill Nelson 8/10 

Fred Neumann 8/11 

Vicki Clarke 8/25 

Phyllis Starke 8/29 

Bill Frazier 8/29 

Birthdays 

Carol Stoffel shared a lunch with Ted Crawshaw at his 
new home at The Landings in Batavia in July. 

Carol Stoffel and Judy Brown visited Dorita Godfrey at 
Tabor Hills in Naperville in July. 



Questions?  Please contact Jennifer Pawlowski, Financial Secretary, at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com. 

mailto:jennifer.wumc@gmail.com


Rev. John Bell 
Senior Pastor 
 

 



Bad Girls Bible Study  
Meredith Lindgren 
630-788-6911 
psalmmom418@gmail.com 
 
Fine Arts Committee 
TBD  
 
Hesed House  
Bob McKnight 
630-896-5287 
redwoodcats@sbcglobal.net 
 
Let’s Go Fellowship  
Meredith Lindgren 
630-788-6911 
psalmmom418@gmail.com 
 
Knitters & Knotters  
Claudia Smith & Betty Aquize 
Claudia: 312-523-6688  
Betty: 331-222-6364  
 
Mug Club  
Rich Brown 
630-881-7931 
rwb7247@gmail.com 

United Methodist Men  
Herb John 
630-264-2892 
herbjohn@ymail.com 
 
United Methodist Women  
Emmy Lou John 
630-264-2892 
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com 
 
Wesley Gardeners 
Meredith Lindgren 
630-788-6911 
psalmmom418@gmail.com 
 
Wesley Golfers  
Ralph Breazeale  
630-897-6657 
jrbreeze47@comcast.net 
 
Yoga Classes  
Ann Merk 
630-643-3115 
asm52@yahoo.com 

NDY Group 
Lynn Burnett 
le.burnett@yahoo.com 
 
Prayer Shawl Ministry  
TBD 
 
 
Special Events Coordinator 
Lynn Burnett 
le.burnett@yahoo.com 
 
Monday Morning Study 
Emmy Lou John 
630-264-2892  
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com 
 
Tuesday Crafters  
Vicki Martin 
630-859-2320 
vickimartin2@comcast.net 
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