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Pastor’s Column

Dear Wesley Church Family,

As August arrives, there’s a gentle shift in the air—a quiet invitation to savor the last long days of
summer before the rhythm of the school year begins again. Whether your calendar is still filled with
summer adventures or you’re already picking up school supplies and packing lunches, this month
marks a season of transition. And with it comes a chance to pause, reconnect, and bless the
journey ahead.

We’'re excited to gather with our wider community for National Night Out on Tuesday, August 5th,
hosted this year at New England Congregational Church. It’s a chance to share food, laughter, and
good conversation with our neighbors —a reminder that being church is about more than Sunday
mornings. It’s about living our faith out loud, showing up for one another, and celebrating the
goodness of community.

Then, on Sunday, August 17th, we’ll offer one of my favorite rituals of the year: the Blessing of the
Backpacks. Whether your child is starting kindergarten, heading off to middle school, or preparing
for a new year of teaching, this blessing is a way of surrounding them with love, support, and
prayer. It’s also a sacred reminder that God goes with us—into classrooms, cafeterias, carpools,
and all the places where learning and growing happen.

Transitions can be bittersweet. We say goodbye to the slow pace of summer and hello to new
routines and responsibilities. But they also invite us to look for God in the changes. In the laughter
of a neighborhood cookout. In the courage of a child zipping up a backpack. In the small acts of
community that remind us we belong to something bigger than ourselves.

As we walk into this season together, may we find grace in the shift, hope in the new beginnings,
and joy in the everyday moments.

With gratitude and peace,

4 @/:r ammagi@f{

Pastor Tammy Scott

The Sapnu family participating in Lego-themed
worship on Sunday, July 6th!
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Thank You

A Grateful Thank You to Our Guest Preachers:
Rev. Pat Fish, Rev. Dr. Martin Forward, and
Rev. Dr. Christina Vosteen

While | was away on vacation, our church was blessed by the
wisdom, grace, and presence of several guest preachers who
shared the Word and led us in worship. | am thankful for each of
them stepping into the pulpit and bringing your unique voices and
faithful hearts to our community. Their presence reminded us that
the Church is bigger than any one person—and that the Spirit
moves in beautiful and unexpected ways through the gifts of
many.

And | am thankful to the Wesley community for being so
welcoming to each of our guest preachers.

Rev. Forward

Wesleyans in the Wild

The pictures below are of long-time friends some of whom have moved away from Wesley

UMC. Cindi Schermerhorn, who was the chair of our Cookie Walk for several years, was in the area
with her new husband, Frank Cundari. They are now living in Florida. She was active in the Tuesday
Crafters along with Jan Allman who also was able to visit.
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Headwaters Academy

Headwaters Academy is a new nature based, Montessori inspired school started

by four moms determined to create the school we’ve always dreamed of! Our

mission is to prepare learners for a lifetime of discovery. Our inaugural school

starts September 2, 2025 with just over twenty incredible students and two

dedicated teachers. The school property is located on a five acre farm in Elburn.

We ran into unexpected zoning issues this summer, hence the temporary pivot to Wesley! We
could not be more grateful to Wesley for the space sharing opportunity and we look forward to
getting to know the Wesley community. We are especially excited to tend to the green spaces at
Wesley including the garden beds. Partnering with OLI Gardens, we are thankful for the opportunity
for our students to engage in service learning to combat food insecurity and help to support the
local food pantry with our harvests. Working in the gardens will allow us to stay true to our nature
based school vision while embracing the urban farm to school twist

(We will be on the third floor of the building Monday through Thursdays, with Fridays as our
FarmDays at the Elburn property). Thank you again for welcoming us with such kindness!

Check us out at www.headwatersil.org

Sarah Elliott, Executive Director Dana Merk, Co-Founder
Vandana Caruso, Head of School Laura McCoy, Lead Teacher
Kendra Holton, Co-Founder Kaz Qutab, Lead Teacher

Donations for Unhoused Neighbors

Thank you to all who donated backpacks and other needed supplies for our unhoused neighbors!
You can still help! Click here and items will be delivered to Wesley for distribution.

~ Warming Center and Friends ©O
BACKPACK DRIVE

Collecting Backpacks: - Amazon Wish List

NEW (in store or online) ! https://www.amazon.com/hz
/wishlist/ls/246S9T3R18CH
P?ref_=wl_share

or
GENTLY USED (thrift store)
for our unhoused neighbors!

Drop off Tues, Wed, or Thurs 9am-Noon or
purchase online and ship directly to
Wesley UMC,

14 N. May $t.

Aurora, IL 60506
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Thank You From Midwest Mission

A MIDWEST MISSION.—. - .-

\ ) 1001 Mission Dr, Pawnee, IL 62558
\g/ www.midwestmission:org 21748379t
Your gifts matter. Thank you for letting
the Lord use you to bring hope to people
who might lack the basic necessities we
often take for granted.

P

We are grateful that you show God's love (?g/x/i/b( Une
by sharing the blessings He has given
you. Your gifts bless others in an
abundant way. God continues to multiply /{Lh s, TL 60506 3867
those gifts through this ministry.

1+ N jgud/ M

Watching God work,

sttt
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Executive Director

Thank You From Willow UMC

Willow United Methodist Church

PO Box 182 Willow, AK 99688
(907) 495-6638 » www.willowumc.org

Dear Friends,

Thank you so much for sending packages from all over the world for our
Parcel Post Auction. Because of your incredible generosity, we were able to
raise nearly $10,000 for the Willow Community Food Pantry!

The evening was truly magical —a celebration of community, creativity, and
compassion. Each package was a testament to the far-reaching support and
kindness that sustain this ministry. Your participation is not only appreciated
—it s vital to the work we do.

‘We hope you’ll join us again next year! We are already looking forward to
expanding this event so more people can participate online and from around
the world.

Stay tuned for updates— we’re excited to see how this tradition continues to
grow.

With gratitude,

Willow UMC

Thamk Ao AL seh pv Yot

(?N/i/:)‘w,/ti ’—7”‘/ »}
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Space Sharing Partners

Shine Within (3™ Floor Classroom)

At Shine Within Inc., our mission is to empower children and families in underserved
@ communities by providing exposure, safe environments, warmth, acceptance,
genuineness, empathy, and respect. Through our programs and initiatives, we strive to
SHINE WITHIN, INC. — create positive and transformative experiences that uplift and inspire, paving the way for
brighter futures and a more equitable society. Our ultimate goal is to not only empower
individuals but also to create generational wealth within our community, ensuring long-term prosperity and
opportunity for future generations.

Echo Development Center (Lower Level/Asbury Hall)

ECHO Development Center is committed to promoting the well-being of low-income and .»
disadvantaged families through a comprehensive range of services, emphasizing social,
economic, health, education, anti-bullying, and substance abuse recovery support to
foster a holistic approach to recovery and empowerment in our community.

Echo

DEVELOPMENT CENTER
Suburban Aurora / Chicago

Community Organizing & Family Issues (Lower Level offices)

COF/I’s mission is to build the power and voice of parents, primarily mothers and
"(T grandmothers from Black and Brown communities, to shape the public decisions that
hﬂ/ affect their lives and the lives of their families.

Parent leadership, every step of the way

We envision a world with racial, economic, and educational justice where all children and families have an
equal opportunity to succeed in life.

COFI has trained and organized thousands of parents in some of the toughest neighborhoods anywhere.
COFI recognizes that:

e Parents, as leaders of families, are “natural” community and policy leaders, if given the chance.

e Parents, as leaders, will prioritize an action agenda that focuses on improving the community’s support
of children and families and addressing racial and economic inequities that limit life opportunities for their
children.

Parents have the right and the capacity to participate in the decisions that directly affect them, including
public policy decisions.

Significant barriers to parent participation exist in family service programs, school systems, government
agencies, and community and advocacy organizations. COFI’s innovative family focused organizing
model, The COFI Way, provides leadership development and organizing support to overcome those
barriers and assure parent participation and partnership.

Citizen Arts (2nd Floor Office & Studio) f#

Space to build community in Aurora, lllinois through collaborative education, story sharing
and performance.
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Space Sharing Partners

Association for Individual Development STARS Day Program (Chapel)

STARS is a Community Day Services program collaboration between _

AID and Fox Valley Special Recreation Association. STARS (Structured MD -,n.sm.;ia“.;n far
Therapeutic Adult Recreation Services) focuses on active community Individual Gevelopment
integration, volunteer work and fitness activities for participants. Supporting almost 100 people per day in
five locations, STARS is on the go every day, with participants engaging in activities like bowling, shopping,

swimming, taking walks at parks and in community centers, learning cooking skills, and enjoying music
classes.

Narcotics Anonymous (Parlor)

Meeting Friday and Saturday evenings.

What is our message? The message is that an addict, any addict, can stop using drugs,
lose the desire to use, and find a new way to live. Our message is hope and the promise is
® freedom.

Alcoholics Anonymous (Parlor)

Meeting Thursday evening.

A.A. has a solution. That isn't an empty promise. A.A. has been helping alcoholics recover
for more than 80 years. A.A.'s program of recovery is built on the simple foundation of one
alcoholic sharing with another. If your drinking is out of control, A.A. can help.

/\ W

Scouting America (Scout Room)

TR=P)

k/ JML Discovery is at the heart of Scouting. Whether it’s a campout, derby car race, or hike on
t\/jy the trail, we believe every adventure helps us uncover a little more about ourselves. We

build the foundations for humility and compassion—strengthening character through

actions—to prepare youth for a lifetime of leadership.

Girl Scouts of Northern lllinois (Girl Scout Room—Lower Level)

Anywhere you want to go begins here.

Maybe you dream of exploring space, running your own business, or advocating
for climate justice. You need somewhere to start. From writing your first code to
hiking your first national park, we will help you build skills and discover talents glrl scouts

you never knew you had.

But the most important thing you’ll discover? Who you are and everything you’re capable of accomplishing
today, tomorrow, and beyond.
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Join us for a heartwarming and meaningful event: the
Backpack Blessing! This special gathering provides an
opportunity for students, teachers, and families to come
together as we prepare for the upcoming school year.
During the event, we'll offer blessings for the backpacks,
symbolizing support, encouragement, and positive
intentions for the academic journey ahead. It's a wonderful
chance to build community spirit, share hopes for a
successful year, and ensure that every student feels
equipped and inspired. Whether you're a student carrying
a new backpack or a community member looking to
spread good wishes, your presence will make a difference.
Don't miss out on this uplifting experience!

Sunday, August 17th
10:30am worship >

Wesley United Methodist Church

14 N May St, Aurora IL 60506

Page 8



United Women in Faith

United Women in Faith is looking forward to

several upcoming events!

United Women in Faith Book Club

The Reading Program (Book Club) is meeting on Sunday, August 3rd, right after worship. We will
be discussing Our Missing Hearts by Celeste Ng while enjoying a shared pot luck luncheon.

Even if you haven't read the book you are more than welcome to come and help us decide what
our next READ will be from the United Women in Faith's Reading Program list found at https://
uwfaithresourcorg/prodDetail.cfm?productiD=11990 .

Circles
Our September Circles will be a meeting in the parlor at church.

Hannah Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 16th at 1pm and Susanna Circle will meet
Tuesday, September 16th at 7pm.

Our program will be focusing on how do we live out faithfulness in a changing world.

Tuesday Crafters

The Tuesday Crafters group is for folk who enjoy working with their hands on various creative
projects. You are invited to join in on the craft project or to share what you love doing or just come
and enjoy the conversations while you work on your own craft. We will gather on September 9; time
and place to be determined.

2026 United Women in Faith Assembly
Are you saving the date for United Women in Faith's Assembly May 15-17, 20267

Join us for a weekend of DREAM IT! BELIEVE IT! DO IT! in Indianapolis. Registration opens on
Sept. 1. You can find more information here: https://uwfaith.org/blog/2025/united-women-in-faith-
assembly-2026/.
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Bad Girls Bible/Book Study

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We won’t be
meeting over the summer but we do have a book to read over the lazy summer months: Stanley
Tucci’s book ‘Taste: My Life Through Food.” Sometime at the end of summer, we will get together
for another potluck, each of us bringing a dish inspired by Tucci’s book. Sound like fun? You are
welcome to join us for food and fellowship and discussions of books we have read over the
summer! If you are interested in joining us, contact the church office.

Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers!

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming?
Then | have a job for you! | could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service,
and | would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if
you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! | provide the readings
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is
available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread
for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted. Also, if possible, you
will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which would entail serving your bread as
people come forward. If you are interested in any of these ministries, please contact the church
office. Or see Meredith at church on Sundays!
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Let’s Go

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome! Let’s
Go is currently on summer hiatus while people enjoy summer vacations and relaxation! We will
hopefully resume in September, after our planning group gets together to plan for the year ahead. If
anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please contact
me. If you are interested in attending future Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact
the church office. Meredith will gladly add you to the list!

Our June meeting at Station One
Smokehouse in Yorkville.

Mug Club

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of
fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more details, contact the church office. Every Thursday at
9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study

This is a "Sunday School" discussion group that meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 7 to 8 pm.
We are currently discussing ProFuture Faith which is part of the Living the Questions DVD series.
If you’d like to participate, please contact the church office.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn. All are welcome! Contact the
church office for details on our next meeting.
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August Birthdays

Thew Elliott 8/7
Bill Nelson 8/10
Fred Neumann 8/11
Vicki Clarke 8/25
lvy Walters 8/25
Phyllis Starke 8/29
Bill Frazier 8/29

Attention Wesley Gardeners

Summer is in full swing! It would be great to have a team of people willing to pull weeds and trim
plants throughout the season. If you are a gardener or just someone who likes to enjoy the gardens
at Wesley, give some thought to helping to keep our gardens looking trimmed and weed-free. You
would need to bring your own garden tools and craft bags for removal of garden waste, and
because Wesley is not part of lawn waste pick-up, you would also be expected to bring your craft
bag full of compostable waste to your own curb for pick-up. Yard waste is not allowed in the
garbage bins at church. Having a well-cared-for garden helps to improve our curb appeal! And
gardens provide beauty and serenity to those stopping by. Let’s work together to keep our church
grounds well-tended! Let Jenny know if you are planning to work in the gardens. If the ground is
dry, Jenny can provide the key to the faucet in the larger garden. There is a hose out there for your
use. Thanks for your help! And, for those who have noticed, our new lawn maintenance man also
does garden work! He pulled lots of weeds and mulched and trimmed the Peace Garden plants.
Looks great!
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Church Calendar

Friday, August 1st

NA (parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, August 2nd

NA Speak-a-thon Fundraiser (GP): 12-6pm
NA (parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, August 3rd

Worship: 9:30 online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

UWiF Book Club (Parlor): 11:30am
Monday, August 4th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, August 5th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

National Night Out @ NECC: 5:30-7:30pm
Wednesday, August 6th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Daisy Troop Bridging Ceremony (GP): 4:30
-9:30pm

Governing Board Meeting: 6:30pm
Thursday, August 7th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, August 8th

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, August 9th

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, August 10th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Wesley United Methodist Church

Monday, August 11th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Circle of Friends Unit Meeting: 6:30pm
Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor): 7pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, August 12th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm
Wednesday, August 13th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, August 14th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, August 15th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, August 16th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, August 17th

BACKPACK BLESSING

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
Monday, August 18th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, August 19th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm
Wednesday, August 20th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, August 21st

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

14 N May St, Aurora IL 60506

Friday, August 22nd

NDY (Mother’s): 12pm

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, August 23rd

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, August 24th
Worship: 9:30am online
Worship: 10:30am in-person
Monday, August 25th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm
Tuesday, August 26th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm
Wednesday, August 27th
Office Hours: 9am-12pm
Thursday, August 28th

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Office Hours: 9am-2pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, August 29th

NDY @ Mothers: 12pm

Eagle Scout Ceremony: 5-8pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, August 30th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, August 31st
Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
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