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Pastor’s Column

Beloved Wesley UMC Church Family and Friends,

Each year when December arrives, we feel the familiar pull into hurry. Calendars fill, expectations rise, and
the pace of our culture urges us toward busyness rather than stiliness. It is easy—almost effortless—to let
Advent become simply a countdown to Christmas. But our faith invites something deeper. Advent was never
meant to be a race to the finish. It is a season of preparation, of watching and waiting, of clearing room for
Christ to enter not just our homes, but our hearts and our lives.

This year, our Advent theme, The Will to Dream, speaks into the moment we are living. We are surrounded
by upheaval—political tension, fractured relationships, contested truths, and the sense that the spaces
between us are stretching further than ever. Many of us carry anxiety we can’t quite name, exhaustion we
don’t know how to shake, and a longing that feels both tender and overwhelming. But that longing is not a
sign of failure or weakness. It is a holy ache—a sacred desire for something more whole, more just, more
compassionate, more hopeful.

Advent honors that longing. It gives us permission to pause. To breathe. To imagine. To dream.

The prophets of old knew how to dream in the midst of turmoil. They dared to believe God could bring light
into deep shadows. They dared to imagine a world where justice rolls like waters, where peace is more than
the absence of conflict, and where love takes on flesh and moves into our neighborhoods. Their dreams
were not escapist fantasies; they were courageous acts of resistance against despair.

This is The Will to Dream. the persistent courage to imagine, resist, and rebuild a better world—even when
the headlines and the heaviness around us suggest otherwise.

As we journey through this Advent season together, | invite you to slow down. Notice the holy sparks that
appear in quiet moments. Let yourself feel the longing that rises within you—not as something to avoid, but
as something God can work with. Advent is our annual reminder that God’s love is always being born again,
always breaking in, always choosing us.

And so we wait. Not with frantic energy, but with open hearts.

Not with numbing distraction, but with hopeful attention.

Not to chase the Christmas our culture expects, but to prepare for the Christ who comes in surprising,
humble, world-changing ways.

This December, may you dare to dream again.

May you find stillness where you expected stress.

May you discover courage where you feared scarcity.

And may the God who is always coming near kindle in you a renewed hope for the world we are called to
imagine—and to help rebuild —together.

With hope and anticipation,
I
-1 ,_
Pastor Tammy Scott
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On Sunday, November 9th, we celebrated Veterans Day
with our Wesley veterans, Ralph Breazeale (Air Force), Bob
McKnight (Army). Herb John (Army) and Bill Frazier (Army)
are not pictured.

Hannah and Haylee Scott lit the candles on Sunday,
November 30th to mark the beginning of Advent.

WORSHIP NOTE:

On Sunday, December 28th in-person worship &
will be at Baker UMC in St. Charles at 9:30am. |
There will be NO in-person worship at Wesley
on December 28th.

B CHRISTMAS EVE
L WORSHIP

Online worship will be available at 9:30am as
usual.
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Poinsettia Orders

We need help decorating the Sanctuary for Christmas! An
email will be sent out with details regarding poinsettia orders
for Christmas Eve. Paper order forms will be available starting
December 7th. Poinsettias are $12 each this year. You can
pay online here: https://givebutter.com/2025poinsettia or by
check or cash. Please make checks payable to Wesley UMC
and write “poinsettia” in the memo line. Remember to let us
know if you will be taking your poinsettia home or leaving it for a homebound member. Thanks!

AID Holiday Hopes Program

Thanks to all who picked up one or more gift tags for AID Clients!! Gifts should be wrapped and
returned to Wesley by Sunday, December 7th. Please make sure to affix your tag to the
package so that we can make sure it gets to the correct individual, thanks!

Fox Valley Brass Band “Brassy and Bright”

Celebrate the season with the Fox Valley Brass Band as we ring in the holidays with joyful carols
and festive favorites. Featuring the dazzling sounds of composers Stephen Bulla, Andrew
Wainwright, and more, this concert promises to be as brassy and bright as the season itself. Let
the warmth of music welcome you into the holiday spirit!

Sunday, December 14th at 3pm
Wesley United Methodist Church
$15 regular /$12 student/senior

Buy tickets here or at
foxvalleybrassband.org.
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Steeple Walk

Join us for a unique holiday concert experience as we walk (or drive) from Wesley United Methodist
to Our Savior Lutheran to New England Congregational for a series of three mini concerts! These
stunning historical buildings will be decked for the holidays and the music is sure to put you in a
festive mood. Proceeds from ticket sales will support the Interfaith Food Pantry.

Buy tickets here.

ENJOY MUSIC OF THE SEASON
STROLL BETWEEN 3 HISTORIC CHURCHES

USE QR CODE TO PURCHASE TICKETS
TO BENEFIT THE AURORA INTERFAITH FOOD PANTRY

New England
Congregational Church

K‘ yN\!gsley

CHURCH

OUR SAVIOR
HISTORIC AURORA, IL PSSR
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United Women in Faith

December Unit Meeting

Our December Unit Meeting will be on Sunday, December 7th at 5:30 p.m. at Lekha’s home. We
will enjoy a potluck meal, celebrate our installation of officers, hear a reading of A Cup of Christmas
Tea, and participate in a white elephant gift exchange.

Tuesday Crafters

The Tuesday Crafters created 16 Thanksgiving cards for Wesley’s homebound members and
college students. These cards were signed on Sunday, November 16th by the congregation. Card
makers were (L to R): Lynn Burnett, Mari Curless, Emmy Lou John, Vicki Martin and Meredith
Lindgren. Our next Crafters’ meeting will be Tuesday, January 13th. Project and place for meeting

COOKIE SALE
PICK UP AT WESLEY

% E:
ANNUAL %
* UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH ;

, SATURDAY, DEC. 13TH x
( T0AM-12PM
Lo
*  PREPAID Bt o gured XK

ORDERS ONLY Pl - “IN" | in Faith
GIVEBUTTER.COM/2025CO0OKIESALE
f% ) 23 e i %ﬁ
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United Women in Faith

Circles

United Women in Faith Circles' November program was about the World Thank Offering and how
giving is an expression of our faith. As part of the meeting we made key chains/fobs to remind us
of who we are. The colors of the beads are our trademark along with standing for each of the
words in our name---United Women in Faith.

Our mission is to connect and nurture women through Christian spiritual formation, leadership de-
velopment, creative fellowship, and education so that we can inspire, influence, and impact local
and global communities.

Our vision is to turn faith, hope and love into action on behalf of women, children, and youth
around the world.

S - .
Hannah Circle: Laurel Gilbert, Lynn Burnett Hannah Circle: Kathy Breazeale, Carol
and Emm){ Lou John Stoffel, Ruth Jamison and Lois Scott

. \ "’)'

Susanna Circle: Mari Curless, Emmy Lou John,
Cindy Whitehall and Lekha Cristanujaya

Susanna Circle’s keychain/fob creations
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Wesleyans in the Wild

Al Benson served as a Salvation Army bell ringer in front of Jewel Osco
on Friday, November 21st.

Staff celebrated Pastor Tammy’s and
§ Jim Merk’s birthdays with a breakfast at
| La Quebrada on December 2nd.

Shirley and Bob McKnight attended the Aurora Area Retired
Teachers Association holiday luncheon on December 2nd at
Lincoln Inn in Batavia.

Iris Pawlowski played Aunt March in
West Aurora High’s production of Little
Women from November 20th-22nd.
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Visitation Committee

Carol Stoffel visited with

Bev Benson on Halloween!

A big thanks from Ruth Ann for all of
the birthday cards!

Lois Scott and Lynn Burnett visited
with Ruth Ann on November 11th!
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Bad Girls Bible/Book Study

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We gathered
Wednesday, November 12 at Carol Stoffel’s home for a delicious dinner and discussion of our
book, “The Little Book of Gratitude,” by Dr. Robert A. Emmons. Our next meeting is our annual
Christmas Party/Book Exchange on Wednesday, December 10 at Paula Loague’s home, starting at
6 pm. We will have a Christmas-themed potluck. For the book exchange, each attendee is asked to
bring a wrapped book. You can wrap a favorite book that you have read and enjoyed or find a book
at a thrift shop or buy a new book. It’s entirely up to you! We always have fun unwrapping what for
each of us is a new book to read! Sound like fun? You are welcome to join us for food and
fellowship and discussions of books! If you are interested in joining us, contact the church office to
be connected with Meredith.

Let’s Go

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome. Our
annual Friendsgiving Dinner in November was a great success! We had 19 friends with several
different delicious delicacies to share. We also collected items and money donations for our
baskets for four of our space sharers at Wesley. Laurie Studdard put together four beautiful
baskets to give to them. Thanks to all who donated! Our next event is our annual Christmas Party/
White Elephant gift exchange, at the home of Meredith Lindgren. The party starts at 6pm and
festive wear is encouraged! Guests are asked to bring a favorite Christmas dish, savory or sweet, to
share. Each person should also bring a wrapped White Elephant gift, the funnier the better, for the
gift exchange. This is the highlight of the evening as we trade packages until all have one to open!
Lots of laughter will ensue! If anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any ideas for
get-togethers, please contact me. | am in need of hosts for January and April. If you are interested
in attending future Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact the church office to be
connected with Meredith. She will gladly add you to the list!
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Mug Club

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of
men with lots to talk about and too much time on our hands. We
have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of fellowship.
We invite you to join us! For more details contact the church office
to be connected with Rich Brown. Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar
Grove Cafe, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

December Birthdays

James Clarke 12/1
Vicki Martin 12/5
Becky John 12/5

Mary Ellen Bender 12/6

B'\ﬂhday" Sue Clark 12/7

Betty Walters 12/12
Ophelia Farmer 12/14

HappV

Lekha Cristanujaya 12/15
Lynnette Singh 12/20
Herb John 12/28
Claire Agoro 12/31

Wesley United Methodist Church 14 N May St, Aurora IL 60506 Page 11



Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers!

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming?
Then | have a job for you! | could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service,
and | would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if
you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! | provide the readings
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is
available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread
for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which
would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these
ministries, please contact the church office to be connected with Meredith Lindgren. Or see her at
church on Sundays!

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study

This is a "Sunday School" discussion group that meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 7 to 8 pm.
We have begun discussing the UMC’s Social Principles. If you’d like to participate, please
contact the church office to be connected with Emmy Lou John.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn. All are welcome! Contact the
church office to be connected with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting.
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Church Calendar

Thursday, December 4th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, December 5th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, December 6th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, December 7th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Troop 5666 (GS Room): 1:30pm
Chamber Music on the Fox: 2:30pm
UWFaith Unit Meeting (Lekha’s home): 5:30pm
Monday, December 8th

West Side Reading Circle (Parlor): 12-2pm
Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Circle of Friends Unit Meeting: 6:30pm
Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor): 7pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, December 9th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Wednesday, December 10th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Headwaters Cooking (K): 1:30-3:30pm
Bad Girls (Paula’s home): 6pm

Thursday, December 11th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am

Cub Scout Pack 312 (Youth Room): 6-7pm
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, December 12th

Cookie Sale Prep (GP): 12-6pm

Let’'s Go Xmas Party (Meredith’s): 6pm

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Wesley United Methodist Church

Saturday, December 13th

Cookie Sale Pickup (GP): 10am-12pm
Stagecraft Collective (GP): 1-5pm

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, December 14th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

FVBB Concert: 3pm

Monday, December 15th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, December 16th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

IDCFS YAB (GP): 6pm

Wednesday, December 17th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Headwaters Cooking (K): 1:30-3:30pm
Wednesday Night Gathering (GP): 6-7:30pm
Thursday, December 18th

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Office Hours: 9am-2pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, December 19th

Headwaters Winter Party (GP): 1:30-7:30-pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, December 20th

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, December 21st

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Steeple Walk: 2pm

Monday, December 22nd
Yoga (GP): 4:30pm
Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm

NAMI/Shine Within/Graceful Therapy: Middle
School Support Group (305): 6-7:30pm

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, December 23rd

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Wednesday, December 24th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Come As You Are Pageant (GP): 4:00pm
Cookies & Carols (GP): 4:45pm

Worship (Sanctuary): 5:30pm

Thursday, December 25th

Office Closed

Friday, December 26th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, December 27th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm

Sunday, December 28th

Online Worship: 9:30am

In-Person Worship @ Baker UMC: 9:30am
Monday, December 29th

Yoga (GP) : 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm

Tues. 12/30, Wed. 12/31 & Thurs. 1/1

WEDNESDAY NIGHT
GATHERING

Christmas
Dirrer &
Activities

DECEMBER 17TH

GPM
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