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Pastor ’s Column  

February often invites us to think about love. We see it in hearts and cards, flowers and chocolate, 
and in reminders to tell the people we care about how much they matter to us. While Valentine’s 

Day can sometimes feel sentimental or commercial, it also gives us a simple and meaningful 
invitation: to pause and reflect on love—how we give it, how we receive it, and how it shapes our 

lives. 

In the Christian story, love is never shallow or fleeting. Love is a patient presence. Love is seeing 

one another fully. Love is choosing to be in relationship even when it feels complicated or 
uncertain. Again and again in Scripture, we encounter a God whose defining posture toward the 
world is love—steadfast, courageous, and generous. 

That kind of love is what sustains us as individuals and as a church community. It’s what shows up 
in small, faithful moments: a phone call made, a meal shared, a prayer offered, a neighbor noticed. 

And it’s also what guides us when we face seasons of discernment and change. 

As Wesley UMC continues to listen for where God is leading us next, love remains at the center of 

our journey. Love for God. Love for one another. Love for our wider community. These are not 
abstract ideas, but lived commitments that shape how we make decisions, how we hold one 

another through uncertainty, and how we step forward together with trust. 

In this newsletter, you will find pages 4 and 5 dedicated to Our Next Chapter, including a timeline 

that outlines where we’ve been and what lies ahead in the months to come. I invite you to take 
some time with that page—to read, to reflect, and to hold this journey in prayer. This is not just 

about plans or logistics; it’s about who we are becoming together and how we continue to live out 
God’s love in this place and beyond it. 

As we move through this season, may we remember that love is not something we rush or force. It 

is something we practice—patiently, prayerfully, and together. 

Thank you for being part of this community. Thank you for the many ways you show love every 

day. And thank you for walking this road with openness, courage, and care. 

Yours in God’s Love, 

 

 

Pastor Tammy 
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Events  

Lifting Voices 

Perhaps you've seen recent media coverage of 
groups of singers in Minneapolis gathering to sing, 
and using songs in their resistance work. Beginning 
Wednesday February 4, Thew Elliott will be welcoming 
singers to the sanctuary hoping to build a practice of 
singing for justice and liberation here in Aurora. We'll 
meet from 7 to 8. No special skills or materials 
required, and all are welcome. 
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Timeline for Building Sale  

For those of us at Wesley UMC in 2026, 14 N. May St. has always been our home; however, this has not 
been the only home of our congregation! There have been several moves over the 170+ years that this 
congregation has been serving Aurora! It’s time for us to consider what might be next for Wesley…in order 
to lay the foundation, we wanted to share some of Wesley’s journey and the conversations that have taken 
place as we begin to discern what’s next and if selling 14 N. May St is a part of our Next Chapter. 
 
Journey of Wesley UMC 
1857    Wesley originated as a 2nd Methodist Church on the west side of the river 
1868    2nd start of 2nd Methodist Church Aurora 
March 26, 1871  2nd building dedicated (Galena Boulevard Methodist Episcopal Church) 
May 10, 1926   Galena Blvd. Meth. Epis. Church Board decided to build a new building at May & 
   Galena 
March 17, 1929  Ground Breaking at Galena & May 
March 30, 1930  Colwell Mem. Chapel & Education Building Dedicated and name changed to Wesley 
   Methodist Church 
May 31, 1948   Wesley Methodist and Locust St. Methodist Churches merged 
May 22, 1955   Groundbreaking ceremony for new sanctuary 
December 2, 1956  1st worship in new sanctuary & dedication of three-manual Schantz organ (gift from 
   Mrs. Charles H. Lembcke & family) 
2012    Became a Reconciling Congregation 
 
Current Conversations 
Fall 2023   Kathy B. was approached by someone looking for a church that might be for sale to 
   accommodate their growing congregation. The Governing Board considered the 
   question…“who is Wesley if we are not at 14 N. May St.?” 
 
April 7, 2024   Pastor Tammy led Governing Board and key leaders in “Finding Your Why” Retreat  
 
May 2025   Pastor Tammy reached out to District Board on Church Location & Buildings Chair 
   and DS Wendy Hardin Hermann to understand process for listing a church for sale 
 
May 29, 2025   1st Meeting with Foundry Realty (contracted through NIC) to inquire about their  
   process for selling the church. Challenged us to think about when the building  
   becomes the mission/ministry 
 
June 22, 2025  Brunch Church: table conversations with congregation asking people to share their  

hopes, dreams, fears, and questions about the possible sale of our building 
 
June 2025   Received an offer from another congregation, but lower than market value 
 
July 10, 2025   2nd meeting with Foundry 
 
July 31, 2025   Foundry Representative walked through Wesley and took pictures 
 
August 5, 2025  Received a completed appraisal valuing our church & property around $3M 
 
August 27, 2025  Zoom with District Board on Locations & Buildings for introductions and sharing our 
   story 
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Wednesday Night Gathering  

Thank Yous 

Come join us for a share-a-dish dinner on Wednesday, Feb. 4 
at 6 pm. 

After dinner have the fun of making some Valentine's Day 
cards.  All supplies are provided.  Choose a kit (see photos) or 
design your own. Tuesday Crafters will be there to help you if 
you wish. 

Timeline for Building Sale (cont.)  

 
September 11, 2025   3rd meeting with Foundry 
 
October 19th    Building & Beyond: A Congregational Conversation to update folks on process 
 
January 6, 2026   Received an offer from local business, but lower than market value 
 
What’s Next? 
Coming soon…Congregation Conversations and  formation of a Next Chapter Task Force  
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United Women in Faith  

Larry Miller 2/2 

Al Benson 2/9 

Judy Brown 2/9 

Adam Karl 2/9 

Betty Aquize 2/14 

Lynn Burnett 2/16 

Faith Burnett 2/17 

Eleanor Clarke 2/20 

Jack Clarke 2/20 

Jenny Pawlowski 2/23 

Kevin Farmer 2/27 

Circles 

United Women In Faith's Circle meetings in January "Mapped Our 
Way Forward" as we met Leah Wandera, the very first Deaconess in 
Africa, via video.  Her example encouraged us to look at our personal 

calling and  goals as she traveled unknown paths. What are places 
one might go to that we are scared or unsure of? What will we need 

to get through them? We will pick-up this journey again at our March 
17th Circle meetings. 

Shirley McKnight and Sharon Livingston will be presenting our Unit 
Meeting program on Tuberculosis, Tuesday, February 17th at 1:30pm in 
the Parlor. This program will be of interest as cases of TB are on the rise. 

Tuesday Crafters 

This month's project is making cards  for United Women in Faith's Retreat, April 25. You are always 
welcome to bring your own craft to work on and enjoy the fellowship of other Crafters. Our January 
project was making Valentine's Day cards for our home bound and college students.   All friends & 

members of Wesley are invited to sign the cards either before or after worship on February 8th. 

The Tuesday Crafters will be meeting next on Tuesday, February 10th at 2pm in the Parlor.   

Susanna Circle in January  

UWFaith Book Club 

The UWFaith Book Club will meet next on Sunday, March 8th in the 
Parlor immediately following worship.  We’ll be discussing So We and 
Our Children May Live: Following Jesus in Confronting the Climate 

Crisis by Sarah Augustine and Sheri Hostetler. 

February Birthdays 
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Fellowship  

Let’s Go 

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome. Our 
Games Night event went well, according to attendees! I was recovering from Influenza A and was 
unable to attend, but I’m sure it was fun! Our next event will be a Real Presidents’ Day Celebration 

with TACO’s and Presidential Quotes Trivia. Sound like an enjoyable evening? We’d love to have 
you come! The date is Friday, February 20 at 6 pm, at the home of Lois and Dave Caldwell. Plan to 

bring a savory or sweet dish to share and a favorite beverage. If anyone would like to host a get-
together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please contact me. I am in need of a host for 

April for our celebration of birthdays. If you are interested in attending future Let’s Go functions and 
aren’t on the list, please contact the church office to get in contact with Meredith Lindgren.  I will 
gladly add you to the list!  

Bad Girls Book Club/Bible Study 

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with 
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read 
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We gathered 

Wednesday, January 14 at Laurel Gilbert’s home and discussed ‘The Personal Librarian,’ the story 
of Belle da Costa Greene, who was the librarian for J.P. Morgan for his personal library. Our new 

book is “The Book of Hope” by Jane Goodall and Douglas Abrams. We met Wednesday, January 
28 for dinner and started the discussion. We will meet again Wednesday, February 11 at 6 at 

Laurel’s home for dinner and to discuss Part II, Reason One: The Amazing Human Intellect. You are 
welcome to join us for food and fellowship and discussions of books! If you are interested in joining 
us, call the church office to be connected to Meredith Lindgren. 

Mug Club 

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation.  This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and 
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of 
fellowship.  We invite you to join us!  For more details contact the church office to be connected 

to Rich Brown.  Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove 
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NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group 
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members.  We normally meet for lunch the last Friday 
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll 
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn.  All are welcome!  Contact the 

church office to be connected with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting. 

Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers! 

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming? 
Then I have a job for you! I could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service, 
and I would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if 

you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! I provide the readings 
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is 

available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned 
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed 

near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For 
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters 
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread 

for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is 
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which 

would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these 
ministries, please contact the church office to be connected to Meredith Lindgren. Or see me at 

church on Sundays! 

Small Groups  

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study 

Have you ever wondered how we currently take a position on social, political, economic and 
general community issues? And, how SHOULD we take positions on these basic 
issues...similar ones that Jesus died for 2,100 years ago? 

If you are interested in confronting these human issues in a manner close to what Jesus taught and 
did, then the United Methodist short book on Social Principles is very instructive. These principles 

began back in 1908 with a Social Creed by the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Our Zoom discussion class is currently focused on "The Social Community" chapter of The 

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES book. This class understands that we are all on different points of a life 
journey, so all views and questions are always respected. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7 pm on Zoom. If you would like to join our lively discussions, 

please contact the church office to be connected to Emmy Lou John. 
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Church Calendar  

Sunday, February 1st 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, February 2nd 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, February 3rd 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, February 4th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Wednesday Night Gathering: 6-7:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, February 5th 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, February 6th 

Troop 11 Lock-in: 5pm 

Saturday, February 7th 

Troop 11 Lock-in: all day/night 

Sunday, February 8th—Scout Sunday 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, February 9th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Girl Scout Leaders (LL): 6:30pm 

Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor) : 7pm 

Tuesday, February 10th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Tuesday Crafters (parlor): 2pm 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday, February 11th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Girl Scout Troop 738 (LL): 5:45pm 

Bad Girls (Laurel’s): 6pm 

AA (Chapel) : 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, February 12th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor) 6:30pm 

Friday, February 13th 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, February 14th 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, February 15th 

Online Worship: 9:30am 

In-Person Worship: 10:30am 

Private Event (parlor): 4-7pm 

Monday, February 16th 

Yoga (GP) : 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm 

Tuesday, February 17th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

UW Faith Unit Meeting (parlor): 1:30pm 

DCFS YAB (GP): 6pm 

Wednesday, February 18th 

Ash Wednesday 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, February 19th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Rollingwood Colony Board (GP): 6-9pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

 

Friday, February 20th 

Let’s Go (Caldwell’s): 6pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, February 21st 

GS Creators League (LL): 1-4pm 

Fox Valley Chamber (Sanc): 3pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, February 22nd 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

GS World Thinking Day (K, GP, P, Gym): 12-
5pm 

Monday, February 23rd 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Shine Within Middle School (305): 6pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, February 24th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, February 25th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

Bad Girls: 6pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, February 26th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, February 27th 

Let’s Go: 6pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, February 28th 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

 

 

 

 


