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February is Black History Month. I’m proud of the work we have done as a congregation in
addressing racism, especially addressing anti-blackness. Through study, worship and outreach we
have continually sought to affirm that Black Lives Matter.
This past weekend, I attended a presentation by the Rev. Dr. Chris Pierson, former associate
pastor of Wesley, who reminded us that the work of being an anti-racist doesn’t end with
addressing our internal racism. We must also address systemic racism – the ways institutions and
society promote and maintain white supremacy.
At Wesley United Methodist Church, we understand that the moral arc of the universe, that Rev. Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. addressed, does not bend towards justice on its own over time. Instead, we
must do the work to bend the moral arc.
We need to continue to bend the arc in the following ways:
•

Center the voices of those who have been excluded. Listen and affirm the narratives and
experiences of our Black siblings.

•

Not be performative in addressing anti-blackness. Anti-racism is not about checking boxes
nor is it about limiting it to one month of the year.

•

Acknowledge the church’s complacency in fighting racism both historically and today.

•

Foster an intersectional approach to social justice: the ability to see the same systems of
oppression at work in sexism, homophobia, transphobia, ageism, ableism, etc.

•

Consider the impact and the consequences of our communal language. When necessary,
reimagine and adapt our communal language to reflect a beloved community.

•

Build authentic relationships that are rooted in repentance, reconciliation and reparations.

•

Change our structure and processes to reflect equity at every level of our congregation.
Move from talking about anti-racism to being anti-racist.

I offer this list to acknowledge and encourage our ongoing work towards becoming a beloved
community. This is not an exhaustive list. What things would you add?
As one of the more diverse congregations in our annual conference, it is not enough to simply
celebrate our diversity. We must continue to push for equity and safe spaces for us to work
together, both here and in our surrounding communities.

Welcome Jonathan Akyea
The Governing Board welcomes their newest member, Jonathan Akyea. Jonathan has been a
member of Wesley UMC for 20 years this month. He has previously served on the finance
committee. Jonathan and Genevieve have two children, Wesley and Delia. We give thanks for
Jonathan and look forward to having his gifts and graces, his perspective and thinking on the
Governing Board.

Thank You to Roger Curless
Governing Board members showed their appreciation for Roger
Curless’ leadership as Chairperson. He received a card and a pen
with the inscription “With God Nothing is Impossible”.

Fellowship Time
Whenever online worship ends, you are encouraged to hop on over to Zoom and join us in ten
minutes of fellowship. You can participate by video or by phone. Note that there will be no
fellowship time on communion Sundays.
Zoom Link

https://zoom.us/j/93861562876?pwd=OW10ZURMVUY2eEwwSEwyUUlWMVJmQT09
Meeting ID: 938 6156 2876
Passcode: 933177
Dial in: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Youth Group
For MLK Jr. Day some of our youth group gave up their day off from school to volunteer at the
Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry. We put together 2 full pallets filled with bags of fruit for families!
We’re looking forward to volunteering again with the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry on Monday,
February, 21st (Presidents Day).

Confirmation Update
We are about halfway through our confirmation program! Our confirmands are continuing to meet
once a month to learn about their own faith and where they see themselves in the church. Our
confirmands are also meeting with their chosen mentors twice a month to talk through topics such
as; the trinity, the bible, special church services, and personal faith stories. We are so excited
about this opportunity to build multigenerational relationships.
Currently, our confirmands are thinking through what they would like to do for their confirmation
project. Each confirmand will choose a topic that sparks their interest such as; environmentalism,
food insecurity, LGBTQ+ rights, black lives matter, refugees, and more. With their topic, they will
create something to educate or organize in our community to spread greater good outside of the
church walls. They are working on putting their faith into action! The confirmands have created and
stewarded a safe space for questions and good conversation about church life. Continue to
encourage our confirmands throughout this process!

Let’s Go Adult Fellowship
Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. We haven’t been
meeting regularly each month, live or remotely, since the pandemic began. In 2021 we had a Zoom
St. Patrick’s Day party, and then were able to meet live for an Octoberfest party in October and a
Christmas party in December. For 2022, we hope to host a spring get-together, if COVID surges
die down. We’ll keep you posted right here in the Wesleyan, so stay tuned! If you are interested in
attending and aren’t on the list, please contact Meredith Lindgren, 630-788-6911 or
psalmmom418@gmail.com. I will gladly add you to the list!

Bad Girls Bible/Book Study
Bad Girls have been meeting twice monthly with a live meeting/potluck the first Tues- day of the
month and a Zoom meeting on the third Tuesday. Due to recent surges in COVID, we are
temporarily meeting on Zoom only, but will be watching health reports to determine when we can
safely meet live again. Thanks to our hosts for opening your homes to us! Our next meeting will be
on Zoom on Tuesday, February 15, 2022. We are reading and discussing the book, “Pushout: The
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique W. Morris. One reviewer stated: “In a work
that Lisa Delpit calls "imperative reading," Monique W. Morris (Black Stats, Too Beautiful for
Words) chronicles the experiences of Black girls across the country whose intricate lives are
misunderstood, highly judged—by teachers, administrators, and the justice system— and
degraded by the very institutions charged with helping them flourish. Called "compelling" and
"thought-provoking" by Kirkus Reviews, Pushout exposes a world of confined potential and
supports the rising movement to challenge the policies, practices, and cultural illiteracy that push
countless students out of school and into unhealthy, unstable, and often unsafe futures.”
If you are interested in joining us for this thought-provoking book, contact Meredith Lindgren, 630788-6911 or psalmmom418@gmail.com, and I will send you the Zoom link.

Mug Club
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of fellowship.
We invite you to join us! For more details call or email Rich Brown at 630-881-7931 or
rwb7247@gmail.com.

Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. All are welcome! We have resumed
meeting in the parlor for lunch on the last Friday of the month at 12pm. Contact Lynn Burnett at
le.burnett@yahoo.com for details on our next meeting.

Tuesday Crafters
Tuesday Night Crafters are currently holding virtual gatherings via Zoom. At this time, we are
sharing projects we have been working on. Please contact Vicki Martin at 630-859-2320 or
vickimartin2@comcast.net if you are interested in joining the Crafters on one of these meetings.

A Note from the Starke Family
There are not enough words to fully express how grateful we are for all the prayers, concerns,
kindness, thoughtfulness, consideration and dedication that you, the members of Wesley Church
showed us during this difficult time. My progression thru this would have been so much more
difficult without your phone calls and visits to our home and the emotional and physical
nourishment you supplied. It kept me going and helped Bob also to know our church family was
there to lean on. Pastor John was forever present, and we are so thankful for that. Thank you all,
sincerely.
Now there is a new path to travel. We usually did everything together, made decisions together
and where one was there was the other. It is lonely right now, even in a crowded room. I miss my
dear heart. Some of you know this feeling. I thank God for His presence in our lives and pray that
the Lord will be the steady guide as we continue the journey.
It has been a comfort to hear your kind words about Bob even though by living with him I know full
well the kind of caring and gentle man he was. It has helped to hear it and to know that he was
appreciated and loved.

Continue to pray for our family a while longer as we try to get steady on our feet again.
Peace and God Bless You,
Phyllis Starke and Family

Birthdays
Larry Miller
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Debbie Fisher

2/20
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2/27

Questions? Please contact Jennifer Pawlowski, Financial Secretary, at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com.

Rev. John Bell
Senior Pastor

Bad Girls Bible Study
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
psalmmom418@gmail.com

NDY Group
Lynn Burnett
le.burnett@yahoo.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry
Fine Arts Committee
TBD
Jamie Reynolds
630-460-3989
Supernatural_Winchester@outlook.com Special Events Coordinator
Lynn Burnett
Hesed House
le.burnett@yahoo.com
Bob McKnight
630-896-5287
Monday Morning Study
redwoodcats@sbcglobal.net
Emmy Lou John
630-264-2892
Let’s Go Fellowship
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
Tuesday Crafters
psalmmom418@gmail.com
Vicki Martin
630-859-2320
Knitters & Knotters
vickimartin2@comcast.net
Claudia Smith & Betty Aquize
Claudia: 312-523-6688
Betty: 331-222-6364
Mug Club
Rich Brown
630-881-7931
rwb7247@gmail.com

United Methodist Men
Herb John
630-264-2892
herbjohn@ymail.com
United Methodist Women
Emmy Lou John
630-264-2892
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com
Wesley Gardeners
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
psalmmom418@gmail.com
Wesley Golfers
Ralph Breazeale
630-897-6657
jrbreeze47@comcast.net
Yoga Classes
Ann Merk
630-643-3115
asm52@yahoo.com

