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Christmas trees and decorations have been stored away for another year, but

The story doesn’t end with Jesus’ birth...join us in worship
as we hear the story of Jesus’ life and ministry as told by the Gospel of John!

Sundays at 10:30am in the sanctuary
and at 9:30am online <

Pastor’s Column Visitation Committee
Worship Bad Girls/Let’s Go
Poinsettia/AlD/Brass Band Mug Club/Birthdays
Steeple WalK.....c...oeveiiiiiiiiiennn. Small Groups
UWFaith Calendar

Wesleyans in the Wild




Pastor’s Column

A New Year, A Living Word, A Shared Calling

As we step into a new year, many of us carry mixed emotions. January often arrives with both hope and
hesitation—gratitude for what has been, curiosity about what might be, and a quiet awareness that the world
still feels tender and unsettled. And yet, the turning of the calendar offers us a gift: the chance to pause, to
breathe, and to listen for where God might be leading us next.

In these early weeks of the year, we are beginning a journey through the Gospel of John. John invites us into
a story shaped not just by events, but by encounters —moments where Jesus meets people exactly where
they are and calls them into new life. From water turned into wine, to invitations to be born anew, to
promises of living water, John reveals a God who desires abundance, connection, and wholeness for all. As
we move through this Gospel together, my hope is that we will listen for how these ancient stories continue
to speak into our lives and our shared future.

This season is also one of continued discernment for our congregation, particularly as we prayerfully
consider the future of our building. Discernment is not about rushing toward answers; it is about staying
attentive to God’s presence, trusting that clarity comes as we walk together. | am grateful for the thoughtful
conversations already taking place and for the ways so many of you are engaging with openness, honesty,
and care. Wherever this path leads, we remain grounded in the truth that the church is not defined by bricks
and mortar, but by the people who gather in Christ’s name to love and serve.

That commitment to love made visible is especially clear in the ways our church continues to show up for
our community. As winter deepens, ministries like the Warming Center remind us that faith is not only
something we believe—it is something we practice. There is always a need for single serve snack items,
hand and foot warmers, travel size lotion and toothpaste, socks and gloves, and cleaning wipes/sanitizing
sprays! There are also volunteer opportunities from 6pm-8am daily when the Warming Center is open!
Through acts of hospitality, generosity, and presence, we embody the love of Christ in real and tangible
ways. Thank you for the many ways you give your time, your resources, and your compassion so that others
may experience warmth, dignity, and care.

As we begin this new year, may we move forward with hope—not because the road ahead is perfectly clear,
but because we trust the One who walks with us. May we remain open to transformation, courageous in
service, and rooted in love as we seek to follow Jesus together.

Grace and peace to you in this new year,
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Worship/Events

Inti and Luli Smith during candlelight
worship on Christmas Eve.

Fox Valley UMC pastors at joint
worship on Sunday, December 28th.

On Sunday, January 18th, we will be celebrating our
faith with a Hymn Sing Worship at 10:30am!
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A Thank You from the Aurora Area Food
Pantry in response to our food drive.
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United Women in Faith

December Unit Meeting
Our Christmas Celebration Unit meeting was held at Lekha's beautifully decorated home.
We elected the following officers who were installed by Pastor Tammy Scott:
President— Lynnette Singh

V. P.—Emmy Lou John
Secretary— Shirley McKnight
Treasurer— Lekha Cristanujaya
Membership— Cindy Whitehall
Social Action— Sarah Swanson

Remembrances —Wendy Evans

Nominations Chair— Vicki Martin

CirCIe CO'Chairs—CarOI StOﬁeI & Lynn Burnett Pictured are members and fam"y with
their White Elephant gifts.

Annual Cookie Sale

Wesley's United Women in Faith thank the 17 bakers and candy makers for their delicious
contributions.

The Cookie Walk sold out. There were enough goodies to deliver complete boxes to our home
bound members (see Visitation Committee on page 6 for photos).

Cindy Whitehall and Emmy Lou John
greeted the buyers with their goodies!
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United Women in Faith

Tuesday Crafters

Want to help make some Valentines for our home bound members and college students? Your op-
portunity is fast approaching. We will also be learning to make a new fun fold card.

Not interested in card making? Bring your own craft project and enjoy the fellowship of other
"hands on creators."

The Tuesday Crafters will me meeting Tuesday, January 13th at 2pm in the Parlor.

Circles

Circles continue to meet on the third Tuesdays. Our first meetings of the year will be January 20th.
Hannah Circle will meet at church at 1:30 pm in the Parlor and Susanna Circle will meet at
Lynnette's home at 7pm. All women are welcome to either time.

The theme for this years programs is MAPPING OUR WAY FORWARD. Come and join the
fellowship and discussion as we look at Psalm 119:101-105. This Scripture contains the familiar
verse: "Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path." How will these words guide us
forward?

Our next Unit Meeting date is Tuesday, February 17th at 1:30 pm.

Wesleyans in the Wild

Phyllis Starke came to visit
and shared a meal with many

Wesley friends after worship Ruth Ann’s family came to Pastor Tammy,

on December 14th. visit for Christmas! Hannah and Haylee
Pictured are Ruth Ann ran into Wesley at
with her nephew, Fred, Altitude in Oswego on
and his new grandson, January 5th.
Fletcher.
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Visitation Committee

Carol Stoffel and Bev Benson visited
at River Glen in St. Charles and
delivered cookies.

Carol Stoffel visited with Ruth Ann
Little during the Sunnymere
Christmas party! Ruth Ann says
thanks for all the cards. She loves
looking at them every day!

Bob and Shirley McKnight visited twice
with Jerry and Sharon Livingston and
delivered cookies AND a poinsettial

The Cristanujaya family visited within
Ruth Ann Little on December 13th!

Carol Stoffel and Lois Scott delivered
cookies to Woody Geeting.
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Bad Girls Book Club/Bible Study

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking
for a group of people with whom to discuss really good books? Then
check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read some great
books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively!
We gathered Wednesday, December 10" at Paula Loague’s home for
our annual Christmas party/book exchange. Dinner was delicious and
we all went home with a new book to read! Our next meeting will be
Wednesday, January 14 at Laurel Gilbert’s home. We will be
discussing the book ‘The Personal Librarian,’ the story of Belle da Costa Greene, who was the
librarian for J.P. Morgan for his personal library. It is historical fiction based on the real life of Belle,
who was of mixed race, passing as white in a time when to reveal her true heritage would have
made her life very difficult. You are welcome to join us for food and fellowship and discussions of
books! If you are interested in joining us, contact the church office to be connected with Meredith.

Let’s Go

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of
Wesley. All Are Welcome. Our annual Christmas Party/White Elephant gift
exchange was so much fun! We had lots of delicious Christmas favorites
to eat and a rip-roaring good time opening our White Elephant gifts! I'll
expect to see some of those gifts again next Christmas! Our next event
will be a games night on Saturday, January 17 at 6 pm, at the home of
Laurel and Jim Gilbert, co-hosted by Emmy Lou John and Shirley
McKnight. Plan to bring a savory or sweet dish to share and a favorite
beverage. If anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any
ideas for get-togethers, please contact me. | am in need of a host for April
for our celebration of birthdays. If you are interested in attending future
Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact the church office to be connected with
Meredith. | will gladly add you to the list!

Mug Club

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of
fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more details call or email the church office to be
connected to Rich. Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove
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Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers!

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming?
Then | have a job for you! | could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service,
and | would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if
you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! | provide the readings
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is
available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread
for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which
would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these
ministries, please the church office to be connected to Meredith. Or see me at church on Sundays!

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study

Have you ever wondered how we currently take a position on social, political, economic and
general community issues? And, how SHOULD we take positions on these basic
issues...similar ones that Jesus died for 2,100 years ago?

If you are interested in confronting these human issues in a manner close to what Jesus taught and
did, then the United Methodist short book on Social Principles is very instructive. These principles
began back in 1908 with a Social Creed by the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Our Zoom discussion class is currently focused on "The Social Community" chapter of The
SOCIAL PRINCIPLES book. This class understands that we are all on different points of a life
journey, so all views and questions are always respected.

We meet every Monday evening at 7 pm on Zoom. If you would like to join our lively discussions,
please contact the church office to be connected with Emmy Lou John.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn. All are welcome! Contact the
church office to be connected with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting.
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Church Calendar

Wednesday, January 7th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Bad Girls (Paula’s home): 6pm
Thursday, January 8th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Cub Scout Pack 312 (Youth Room): 6-7pm
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, January 9th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, January 10th

GS Tea Party (GP/Kitchen): 10am-3:30pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, January 11th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
Monday, January 12th

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, January 13th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Tuesday Crafters (Parlor): 2pm
Wednesday, January 14th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Pinewood Derby Set Up (GP) 6-9pm
Thursday, January 15th

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Pinewood Derby (GP): 5-9pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, January 16th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Wesley United Methodist Church

Saturday, January 17th

Echo Ceremony (GP): 1-4pm

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm
Let’'s Go (Gilberts’ home): 6pm

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, January 18th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Monday, January 19th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm

NAMI/Shine Within/Graceful Therapy: Mid-
dle School Support Group (305): 6-7:30pm

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, January 20th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Hannah Circle (Parlor): 1:30pm
IDCFS YAB (GP): 6pm

Susanna Circle (Lynnette’s): 7pm
Wednesday, January 21st
Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Wednesday Night Gathering (GP): 6-
7:30pm

AA (Chapel) : 6:30pm
Thursday, January 22nd

AA (Parlor) 6:30pm

Friday, January 23rd

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, January 24th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm
Sunday, January 25th

Online Worship: 9:30am

In-Person Worship: 10:30am
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Monday, January 26th

Yoga (GP) : 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm
Shine Within Middle School (305): 6pm
Tuesday, January 27th

Wednesday, January 28th

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm

Thursday, January 29th

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, January 30th

NDY: 12pm

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm

Saturday, January 31st

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm

January Birthdays
Karen Covalt 1/1
Ralph Breazeale 1/7
Ramona Smith 1/11
Wally Loague 1/14
Sandra Kelley 1/17
Claudia Smith 1/25

Carolyn Jones 1/27

Kathy Breazeale 1/29
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