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Pastor’s Column

Dear Wesley Church Family,

Summer often invites us to slow down, step outside our usual routines, and find pockets of rest
and joy. It’s a season that gently reminds us that we were never meant to be busy all the time —
that rest is not just a luxury, but a necessary and holy part of life.

Even Jesus took time to step away. Scripture tells us that after full days of teaching and healing, he
would retreat to quiet places to pray, to rest, to simply be. Rest allows us to reconnect— with God,
with each other, and with ourselves.

This month, I’'m looking forward to doing just that. I’ll be on vacation from July 11-26 spending
time with family and making new memories. I'll start by celebrating my baby sister’s 40th birthday
in Las Vegas with our cousins, and then I’ll head out on a 10-day road trip to Yellowstone with my
twin daughters, Hannah and Haylee. We’re excited for open roads, picnic lunches, hiking trails,
and all the beautiful surprises along the way.

As much as | love our life together here at Wesley, | also know how important it is to step away, to
savor these precious moments with family, and to return refreshed.

| hope you, too, will find ways this summer to embrace rest. Whether it’s a long-awaited trip, a
quiet morning with coffee, or an evening with loved ones, may you give yourself permission to slow
down and to find joy in simply being present.

While | am away...I have lined up some wonderful guest preachers while | am away! Rev. Pat Fish
(July 13th), Rev. Dr. Martin Forward (July 20th), and Rev. Dr. Christina Vosteen (July 27th)! If you
are in need of pastoral care while | am away, please contact Jenny in the church office. She has
the contact information for wonderful, caring clergy who will step in for emergencies!

Thank you for your care and support as | take this time away. I’m grateful for this church family and
look forward to returning with stories to share.

May this season bring you peace, laughter, and sacred rest.

With love,
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Pastor Tammy

The Wesley ringers
entertained us on
Pentecost Sunday.

We celebrated our graduates in worship on
Sunday, June 1st!
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Pride Sunday Celebration: Faiths United in Love

On Sunday, June 8th, we gathered with joy and purpose at New England Congregational Church
for a beautiful Pride Sunday Celebration. We kicked off the day with a Pride Cakes breakfast,
where we raised over $200 for Aurora Pride!

Our interfaith worship service was a powerful reminder that love transcends all barriers, as seven
faith communities came together to lift our voices as one. The music was especially moving,
featuring a 60+ voice pop-up choir that filled the sanctuary with joy and belonging.

Together, we then joined the Aurora Pride Parade, marching as “Faiths United in Love” to
spread the simple, life-changing message: Everyone is loved by God —fully, completely, no
exceptions.

Thank you to everyone who helped organize, showed up, sang, marched, and celebrated! This day
was a beautiful witness to the kind of inclusive, courageous love we are called to share with the
world.
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Art & Soul Camp: Building Community Through Creativity

What an incredible week at Art & Soul Camp! From June 23-26, we welcomed over 25 children,
ages 5-12, for four evenings filled with creativity, learning, and community building.

Throughout the week, campers worked on individual and collaborative art projects that explored
the question: What does it take to build a community? Together, they imagined a city where
everyone takes care of everyone.

We were honored to host guest speakers from the City of Aurora, Aurora Mutual Aid, Black
Alliance for Peace, and The Perch, who helped inspire our campers to think about their
neighborhoods and how they can make a difference.

A special thanks to our amazing kitchen team —Kathy, Lynn, Mary Ellen, and Sue —who provided
free meals each night for our campers and volunteers, helping to nourish both body and soul.

Art & Soul Camp was a beautiful reminder that when we come together with open hearts and
creative minds, we can truly build something extraordinary.

Member Visits

Carolyn Jones and Carol Stoffel visited Ruth Ann Little at
| Sunnymere on Saturday, June 21st. Keep the cards and
visits coming. Ruth Ann would love to see you!
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Discerning Our Future

On Sunday, June 22nd, our Brunch Church gathering was filled with delicious food, heartfelt
community, and meaningful conversations about the future of Wesley UMC —especially regarding
the future of our building.

Around our tables, we reflected on thoughtful questions and shared our fears, hopes, dreams,
needs, and questions.

eSome fears included concerns about what would happen to our church family, whether we
would stay together, and the uncertainty of where we would go next.

«Our hopes and dreams painted a picture of growth, continued outreach, and deeper
connections with the wider community.

e\We named specific needs like a functional kitchen, full handicap accessibility, a welcoming
worship space with room for everyone with music and lighting that has a contemporary feel,
and spaces for our children and youth to grow in faith.

e\We also asked big, important questions like: Where will we go? Will we remain a downtown
Aurora church? Would we build something new or move into an existing space? Will the
congregation have a vote? And how will we say goodbye to what we’ve known?

These conversations are just the beginning. Our next steps include:

«Offering a Google Form survey (https://forms.gle/S5sCom7RBNZLrkUwLA) for those who
couldn’t attend Brunch Church to share their thoughts and questions.

eThe Governing Board will continue conversations with Foundry Commercial Real Estate.

eDeepening our work to discern our mission and vision—asking: /s our building still serving
our mission, or has maintaining the building become our mission?

Thank you to everyone who shared openly and bravely. This is a sacred journey, and we will walk
it together.
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United Women in Faith

United Women in Faith Book Club

All are invited to pick up the following book and join in a discussion about it Sunday, Aug. 3 right
after worship. If you have any questions please contact Lynnette Singh.

OUR MISSING HEARTS: A NOVEL by CELESTE NG (Penguin Books (2023))

Twelve-year-old Bird Gardner lives a quiet existence with his father, a former linguist who now
shelves books in a university library. His mother Margaret, a Chinese American poet, left without a
trace when he was nine years old. He doesn’t know what happened to her—only that her books
have been banned—and he resents that she cared more about her work than about him. Then one
day, Bird receives a mysterious letter containing only a cryptic drawing, and soon he is pulled into a
quest to find her.

Circles

Circles met in member's homes in June. Our program had us looking at
a list of ways our faith has been encouraged. Sharing of our experiences
enabled us to get to know each other better. Sharon Livingston was
hostess for the afternoon gathering. See photo below. (Pictured L to R
Shirley McKnight, Emmy Lou John, Sharon Livingston, Lynn Burnett,
Carol Stoffel & Kathy Breazeale.) Cindy Whitehall opened her home for
the evening circle. We were having such good conversations we forgot
to take a photo. Circles will not be meeting in July or August. Watch for info in the August
newsletter about our September meetings.
Crafters

Tuesday Crafters, meeting the second Tuesday of the month, is for folks who wish = o
to learn a new craft, share their crafting experiences, or to work on their latest :
project. At our June gathering, Vicki Martin lead a workshop on making a fancy
fold card while Mari Curless worked on a quilt. Please consider joining us at out
next meeting Tuesday, September 9. Time and place will be in the August

newsletter.

Jane Eesley Q&A

As a follow-up to the United Women in Faith's April 27th Sunday worship with Rev. Jane Eesley

we hosted a Question & Answer Zoom meeting with her. If you were not able to attend, Emmy

Lou John will arrange for you to listen to a recording of that meeting. Please contact the office and
Jenny will connect you with Emmy Lou.
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Bad Girls Bible/Book Study

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a
group of people with whom to discuss really good books? Then check
out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read some great books
over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We won’t
be meeting over the summer but we do have a book to read over the lazy =
summer months: Stanley Tucci’s book ‘Taste: My Life Through Food.’
Sometime at the end of summer, we will get together for another potluck,
each of us bringing a dish inspired by Tucci’s book. Sound like fun? You are welcome to join us for
food and fellowship and discussions of books we have read over the summer! If you are interested
in joining us, contact Jenny in the office and she will connect you with Meredith.

Attention Wesley Gardeners

Summer is in full swing! It would be great to have a team of people willing to pull weeds and trim
plants throughout the season. If you are a gardener or just someone who likes to enjoy the gardens
at Wesley, give some thought to helping to keep our gardens looking trimmed and weed-free. You
would need to bring your own garden tools and craft bags for removal of garden waste, and
because Wesley is not part of lawn waste pick-up, you would also be expected to bring your craft
bag full of compostable waste to your own curb for pick-up. Yard waste is not allowed in the
garbage bins at church. Having a well-cared-for garden helps to improve our curb appeal! And
gardens provide beauty and serenity to those stopping by. Let’s work together to keep our church
grounds well-tended! Let Jenny know if you are planning to work in the gardens. If the ground is
dry, Jenny can provide the key to the faucet in the larger garden. There is a hose out there for your
use. Thanks for your help! And, for those who have noticed, our new lawn maintenance man also
does garden work! He pulled lots of weeds and mulched and trimmed the Peace Garden plants.
Looks great!

Let’s Go

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome! Let’s
Go is currently on summer hiatus while people enjoy summer vacations and relaxation! We will
hopefully resume in September, after our planning group gets together to plan for the year ahead. If
anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please contact
me. If you are interested in attending future Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact
Jenny in the office and she will connect you with Meredith who will gladly add you to the list!
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Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers!

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming?
Then | have a job for you! | could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service,
and | would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if
you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! | provide the readings
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is
available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread
for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted. Also, if possible, you
will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which would entail serving your bread as
people come forward. If you are interested in any of these ministries, please contact Jenny in the
office to be connected with Meredith. Or see her at church on Sundays!

Mug Club

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of
fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more details call or email the office and Jenny will connect
you with Rich Brown. Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Cafe, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study

This is a "Sunday School" discussion group that meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 7 to 8 pm.
We are currently discussing ProFuture Faith which is part of the Living the Questions DVD series.
If you’d like to participate, please contact the office and Jenny will connect you with Emmy Lou
John.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn. All are welcome! Contact Jenny
in the office and she will connect you with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting.
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Church Calendar

Wednesday, July 2nd

Office Hours: 9am-12pm
Thursday, July 3rd

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, July 4th

NA (parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, July 5th

NA (parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, July 6th

Worship: 9:30 online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 1-5pm
Monday, July 7th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, July 8th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-9pm
Wednesday, July 9th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-9pm
Thursday, July 10th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-9pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, July 11th

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, July 12th

Rain Location Grad Party (GP): 1-5pm
NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, July 13th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 1-5pm

Echo (Chapel): 4pm

Wesley United Methodist Church

Monday, July 14th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Circle of Friends Unit Meeting: 6:30pm
Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor): 7pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, July 15th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-9pm
Wednesday, July 16th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-10pm
Thursday, July 17th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Pippin Rehearsal (GP): 6-10pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, July 18th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, July 19th

Campaneros en Salud (GP): 12-2pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, July 20th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
Monday, July 21st

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, July 22nd

Office Hours: 9am-2pm
Wednesday, July 23rd

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, July 24th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am

NA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, July 25th

NDY (Mother’s): 12pm

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, July 26th

Eagle Scout Ceremony (GP, Sanc, Parlor): 12-5pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, July 27th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Echo (Chapel): 4pm

Monday, July 28th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, July 29th

Office Hours; 9am-2pm

Wednesday, July 30th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, July 31st

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

July Birthdays!
Lois Scott 7/4
Sarah Swanson 7/10
Sharon Livingston 7/13
Jonathan Akyea 7/18
Jim Jackson 7/18
DiAnn Wiley 7/21
Woody Geeting 7/23
Paul Erickson 7/25
Amy Jackson 7/26
Jarrod Walters 7/28
Emilia Jackson 7/29

Roger Curless 7/30
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