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Happy Pride!
I am honored to be the pastor of a Reconciling Congregation that is intentional about living into a
theology of liberation. The Pride movement, which started at Stonewall as a riot against police
abuse and brutality, has turned into a movement of radical solidarity and liberation. The struggle
continues as the dominant class, what we call in the church “orthodoxy,” continues to define itself
by what it excludes: the “other.” So, what are some of the lessons we are learning?
1. In our theology and praxis we consider the impact and consequences of our interpretation of
scripture on the “other.”
2. We disrupt the efforts of the dominant class to control the bodies of “others.”
3. We believe the stories and experiences of the “other” over and against the narrative of the
dominant class.
4. We practice radical solidarity, not by telling the “other” how to act, but instead, to follow their
lead.
5. We silence dominant voices to allow opportunities for the voices of “others” to be heard.
What lessons would you add to this list?
I’m proud of our congregation that it doesn’t participate in “Rainbow Capitalism” – only expressing
our solidarity with the Pride community in June when it’s easy and popular. We made a
commitment to celebrate Pride all the time, whenever we gather. More than just flying a Pride flag
every day, we continue to seek ways to be in relationship and partnership with our queer and trans
siblings.
This year, Wesley United Methodist Church became a true sponsor of the Pride parade by donating
$1000. And this year we are partnering with other congregations to serve Pride Cakes and to
worship together the morning of the parade. I hope you will mark your calendar for these
opportunities so we can continue to make a difference in the lives of the LGBTQIA+ community!
Happy Pride!

John

Adam Karl
Adam graduated from West Aurora High School. Adam is excited to
see what new adventures await him in this next chapter of his life.

Amy Ten Haken
Amy Ten Haken, granddaughter of Carol Stoffel, received a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing Degree with highest distinction from University of
Iowa. Amy will begin her nursing career at the University of Iowa hospital
in the Pediatric ICU.

Nadjate Yacoubou
Nadjate graduated from West Aurora High School and plans to
study psychology at the University of Illinois—Chicago.

Giving our Faith Feet: 2022 PRIDE Celebration
This year, Wesley is partnering with New England Congregational Church and the Unitarian
Universalist Society of Geneva to offer a day of fun PRIDE activities for the whole family and to
share in a profound witness to the unconditional welcome of our communities! Here's an
overview of what to expect:
•

8:30-10am - "Pride Cakes" pancake breakfast @ NECC, Friendship Hall (cooked/served by
Wesley UMC)

•

10:00-10:30am - Combined Community Worship Service, NECC Sanctuary

•

10:30-10:40am - Gather near the Hawthorne Door/Main Parking lot area. All of us can walk
down to the Parade staging area together as a group.

•

10:00-3:00pm - commUNITY Market (Vendor Fair) on the Water Street Mall.

Visit https://www.facebook.com/AuroraILPrideFestival to get more details about other fun
Pride events planned during the weekend, such as A Queer Comedy and Drag Show
Experience at the Comedy Shrine on 6/11/22 Saturday night.

This year we have an exciting new opportunity for a VBS alternative! We will be in partnership with
Simply Destinee, an organization located in downtown Aurora that supports children and youth with
mental health through dance and the arts. The Camp will be hosted at Wesley from Monday, June
20th to Thursday, June 23rd. Our theme is ‘The Art of Self Love’. Children will have group games,
art, dance, music, and culinary activities to fill their week. The week will look very similar to past
camps with dinner and station rotations for children. Arts Camp is open to children from Pre-K to
6th grade.
Donations are needed to run the camp! Each child who attends will be there free of charge! We are
thrilled to supply a program that is truly open to all. Every child will receive dinner and supplies at
no cost. In order to help run our camp free of charge, we are asking for donations. Donate here:
https://givebutter.com/VbglLb or send a check to the church office with “Arts Camp” in memo line.
Thank you!

This year we will be partnering with Meals on the Move by Northern IL Food Bank at Blackhawk Park. We will

be setting up a tent with reading, art, and games for kids that come to the food program.
Volunteers are needed to help set up and run the tent as well as to get to know our neighbors!
We’re looking for Wesley people who would like to build relationships with families next to our
building. Volunteers are needed to meet at Wesley at 12:30 pm to pack up and set up for the park
until 2:30 pm to take down. If you are interested, please reach out to Michelle Curiel and she’ll give
you details on how you can help.
At the Park, we will have a tent set up with different activities for the kids attending the program.
These activities are designed to be interactive and fun to build relationships. In order to make these
activities possible, we’ve created a wish list of items that we will need for the kids at the park. You
can bring in items to the church or visit the Amazon wish list here.
•

Friendship bracelet material

•

Key Chain making material (large beads, large letter beads, key chain hooks)

•

Washable paint

•

Small art canvases

•

Tie-dye kits

•

White hankies for tie-dying

•

Bubbles (individual containers, bulk bubble jugs, bubble toys)

•

Washable markers (only markers, crayons will melt in outdoor heat)

•

Outdoor soft toys (nerf balls, splash balls etc.)

The program runs from 1-2 pm at Blackhawk Park. We’ll be there every Tuesday and Thursday
from June 7th to June 30th. For the rest of the summer, we will be present at the park on
Thursdays only from July 7th - to August 11th.

School’s Out Cookout!
Our cookout has been rescheduled for June 8th from 6 - 8 pm. The Clarkes have graciously offered
their backyard. Youth can bring a side to share as well as a camping chair. Fingers crossed for better weather on the 8th! We’re looking forward to spending time together and celebrating the beginning of summer break!

Let’s Go Adult Fellowship
Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. The date for our Spring
get-together has been changed due to scheduling conflicts and is now planned for Saturday, June
11, 2022 at the home of Ralph and Kathy Breazeale. The party will start at 6:00 pm. The theme is
Holidays of the Year. Each attendee will choose a holiday and have their food offerings reflect that
holiday. Guests are encouraged to wear clothing and/or bring props that pertain to their chosen
holiday. Here is a partial list of holidays to choose from: New Year’s Day, Martin Luther King’s
birthday, President’s Day Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day, St. Patrick’s Day, Pi Day, April Fool’s
Day, Easter, Earth Day, May Day, Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s Day, Star Wars Day, Memorial Day,
Juneteenth, Flag Day, Father’s Day, Independence Day, Perseid Meteor Showers Days, Labor Day,
Grandparents Day, International Peace Day, Sweetest Day, Oktoberfest, Columbus Day,
Indigenous Peoples Day, Halloween, All Saints Day, Dia de los Muertes, Veteran’s Day,
Thanksgiving, Festivus, Christmas, New Year’s Eve. All are welcome! Please join us for a grand
celebration of fellowship and fun after such a long time being confined to our homes! Questions?
Contact Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911 or psalmmom418@gmail.com.

Mug Club
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of
fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more details call or email Rich Brown at 630-881-7931 or
rwb7247@gmail.com.

Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally meet for lunch the last Friday
of each month. All are welcome! Contact Lynn Burnett at le.burnett@yahoo.com for details on our
next meeting.

Wesley Gardeners
Wesley Garden Club: Calling all gardeners! I spent several hours weeding and whacking in the
Peace Garden and Rose Garden, getting the areas ready for mulch. I will be gone most of the
summer and will be unable to keep up with watering and weeding. Please consider helping out
throughout the spring and summer by spending a little time each week weeding and watering,
as needed. Jenny will have a sign-up sheet in the Narthex. There is a hose out in the garden up
against the church along with a sprinkler. You can contact Jenny in the office in the morning
and get the faucet key from her. With teamwork, our gardens will continue to be enjoyed by all
who visit our church. If you have questions, please call Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911, or
email me at psalmmom418@gmail.com. You can also call Jenny at 630-896-1033.

Bad Girls Bible/Book Study
Bad Girls have been meeting twice monthly with a live meeting/potluck the first Tuesday of the
month and a Zoom meeting on the third Tuesday. Thanks to our hosts for opening your homes to
us! We will be meeting on Tuesday, June 7, at the home of Carol Stoffel for a potluck dinner and
fellowship. We finished “Pushout: The Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique W.
Morris. We will be choosing our next book at the potluck. We’re looking at something light and fun
for the summer, and have been checking out a list of literary cookbooks. For those who are unable
to attend live, we offer a hybrid meeting with Zoom. If you are interested in joining us for fun,
fellowship, and great book discussions, contact Meredith Lindgren, 630-788-6911 or
psalmmom418@gmail.com, and I will send you the Zoom link.

Tuesday Crafters
Tuesday Night Crafters are currently holding virtual gatherings via Zoom. At this time, we are
sharing projects we have been working on. Please contact Vicki Martin at 630-859-2320 or
vickimartin2@comcast.net if you are interested in joining the Crafters on one of these meetings.

Birthdays
Stefanie Frazier 6/1
Emmy Lou John 6/5
Linda Voelker 6/11
Pam Ely-Erickson 6/13
Darron Morgan 6/23
Nathan Cristanujaya 6/23
Katie Rapinac 6/26

Questions? Please contact Jennifer Pawlowski, Financial Secretary, at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com.

Rev. John Bell
Senior Pastor

Bad Girls Bible Study
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
psalmmom418@gmail.com
Fine Arts Committee
TBD

NDY Group
Lynn Burnett
le.burnett@yahoo.com

United Methodist Men
Herb John
630-264-2892
herbjohn@ymail.com

Prayer Shawl Ministry
TBD

United Methodist Women
Emmy Lou John
630-264-2892
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com

Hesed House
Bob McKnight
630-896-5287
redwoodcats@sbcglobal.net

Special Events Coordinator
Lynn Burnett
le.burnett@yahoo.com

Let’s Go Fellowship
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
psalmmom418@gmail.com

Monday Morning Study
Emmy Lou John
630-264-2892
emmyloujohn@yahoo.com

Knitters & Knotters
Claudia Smith & Betty Aquize
Claudia: 312-523-6688
Betty: 331-222-6364

Tuesday Crafters
Vicki Martin
630-859-2320
vickimartin2@comcast.net

Mug Club
Rich Brown
630-881-7931
rwb7247@gmail.com

Wesley Gardeners
Meredith Lindgren
630-788-6911
psalmmom418@gmail.com
Wesley Golfers
Ralph Breazeale
630-897-6657
jrbreeze47@comcast.net
Yoga Classes
Ann Merk
630-643-3115
asm52@yahoo.com

