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Pastor ’s Column  

Dear Wesley Family, 

This Lent, we are walking together through a series called Building Beloved Community. Inspired 
by the United Methodist bishops’ call to courageous love in divided times, we are reflecting on 
what it means to follow Jesus faithfully in a world shaped by fear, polarization, and competing 
loyalties. 

Each week, we have been asking: What kind of authority shapes us? What kind of community are 

we building? And what does it look like to root our life together not in control or anxiety, but in 
grace? 

Beloved community is not simply an idea. It is not a slogan. It is a way of being church. 

It is a community shaped by Christ’s liberating authority rather than domination. 
It is a people formed by grace rather than fear. 

It is a body committed to justice, mercy, humility, and love. 

And it requires discernment. 

One of the sacred responsibilities of a congregation is to ask honest questions about who we are 
and who God is calling us to become. That includes how we use our resources, how we steward 

our building, and how our physical space serves—or sometimes limits—our ministry. 

For nearly a century, this building has held prayers, baptisms, weddings, funerals, mission projects, 
laughter, and tears. It has been a home for faith to grow. We give thanks for that history. 

At the same time, building beloved community means we are always looking ahead. We ask not 
only, “What have we cherished?” but also, “How is God shaping our future?” 

With that spirit of prayerful discernment, we invite you to an All-Church Conversation and 
Listening Session on Sunday, March 29, immediately following worship. This will be a time to 

share information, to listen deeply to one another, and to begin exploring together what faithfulness 

may look like in the next chapter of Wesley’s life. 

This is not a meeting about bricks and mortar alone. It is a conversation about mission. About 

calling. About how our space supports—or could better support—the ministry to which God is 
leading us. 

We enter this conversation not with fear, but with trust. Not with assumptions, but with openness. 

Not with scarcity, but with the confidence that the God who has carried us this far continues to 
guide us forward. 

Beloved community is built when we listen well. When we speak honestly. When we remain rooted 
in grace. When we trust that the Spirit is at work among us. 
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Worship  

We celebrated the beginning of Lent with a pancake 
breakfast on Sunday, February 15th. 

Sunday  Series  Sermon Title  Scripture  

2-22-26 Building Beloved Community  When Power Pretends to Be Holy  1 Samuel 8:4 -20 

3-1-26 Building Beloved Community  The Authority That Liberates  Luke 4:16 –21  

3-8-26 Building Beloved Community  Formed by Grace for the Common Good  Ephesians 2:8–10, Micah 6:8, Titus 3:4–7 

3-15-26 Building Beloved Community  Every Voice Sacred  
1 Corinthians 12:12 –27, Acts 2:42 –47, Gala-

tians 3:26 –28  

3-22-26 Building Beloved Community  
Seeing What We ’ve Been Taught Not to 

See  
Luke 10:25 –37, Isaiah 58:6 –10  

3-29-26 PALM SUNDAY  When Love Refuses to Be Silent  Luke 19:28 –40 and Luke 13:31 –35  

4-5-26 
EASTER ––Building Beloved Com-

munity  
Freedom Is Rising  John 20:1 –18  

4-12-26 Building Beloved Community  The Time Is Now  John 20:19 –23, Colossians 3:12 –17  

Pastor ’s Column (continued)  

I hope you will join us for this important conversation. Your voice matters. Your story matters. Your 
presence matters. 

May this Lenten season continue to shape us as people grounded in Christ’s liberating love and 
courageous enough to follow where that love leads. 

Grace and peace, 

 

 

Pastor Tammy Scott 
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Lifting Voices  

Lifting Voices 

Perhaps you've seen recent media coverage of 
groups of singers in Minneapolis gathering to sing, 
and using songs in their resistance work. Each 
Wednesday, Thew Elliott welcomes singers to the 
sanctuary hoping to build a practice of singing for 
justice and liberation here in Aurora. We'll meet from 7 
to 8:15pm. No special skills or materials required, and 
all are welcome. 

Lifting Voices on  
February 18th 

Fox Valley Brass Band  

Brass Band Collaborative—Sunday, March 29th 3pm in Wesley’s Sanctuary 

Don’t miss this exciting collaborative concert featuring the Fox Valley Brass Band and the award-
winning Illinois Brass Band! Join us for an afternoon of bold brass and musical excellence as we 
share the stage in a powerful showcase of talent. The Illinois Brass Band will be putting the final 

polish on their program before heading to the North American Brass Band Association 
Championships. The Fox Valley Brass Band is thrilled to host and perform alongside them. 

Experience the energy and artistry of two top-tier ensembles—together in one unforgettable 
performance.  Purchase tickets here: https://foxvalleymusicconsortium.thundertix.com/

events/250679. 

https://foxvalleymusicconsortium.thundertix.com/events/250679
https://foxvalleymusicconsortium.thundertix.com/events/250679
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Wesleyans in the Wild  

Nathan Cristanujaya participated in the Business 
Professionals of America (BPA) State Leadership 

Conference. BPA is a business-oriented club where 
individuals and teams compete in activities ranging 

from coding to finance competition. His team 
participated in Financial Analyst Team where they 

analyzed a fake company’s financials and made 
recommendations for the business. Their team placed 
1st at state and qualified for the National Leadership 

Conference in Nashville, Tennessee!  Nathan also 
qualified and placed 3rd in testing on Health Insurance 

and Medical Billing which is about the basics of Prior Authorization in healthcare. 

Nathan and his teammates 

Camille Sapnu celebrated her 18th birthday with a fancy and 
fabulous party.  Pastor Tammy, Hannah and Haylee were 

there to help her celebrate! 

Wesley staff celebrated Jenny’s birthday at La Quebrada on 
February 24th. 
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Chaddock Children ’s Foundation  
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Wednesday Night Gathering  

We have four more Wednesday Night Gatherings scheduled before summer.  Save the dates! 

March 4th 

March 18th 

April 15th 

May 6th 
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United Women in Faith  

Circles 

The Hannah & Susanna Circles will be meeting on Tuesday, March 17th, St. Patrick's Day. We will 
meet at 1:30pm at a place yet to be determined.  Our 7pm meeting will take place at Lynnette’s 
home. Come to either circle that suits your schedule.  Our programs this year are focusing on 

MAPPING OUR WAY FORWARD. We will be connecting to our roots and mapping our 
meanders.  Sounds intriguing, doesn't it? Please join us for the fellowship and discussion. 

Tuesday Crafters 

Are you a crafter or want to be one? Come and engage with the Tuesday Crafters at Wesley. We 
will be meeting on Tuesday, March 10th at 2 pm. Our project this month is making Easter Cards for 
our homebound members and college students. You are always encouraged to bring your own 

projects and enjoy the time crafting together if you prefer. 

February Unit Meeting at Wesley 

Unit Meeting 

United Women in Faith met for their unit meeting on February 
17th. 

Shirley McKnight and Sharon Livingston shared an engaging book 

report on Everything is Tuberculosis by John Green, offering 
interesting information on the disease and its impact on human 

history. 

Thank you to Shirley and Sharon for sharing with us! 

 

 

Bridge Brigade Protest 

Meredith Lindgren, a representative of 
Wesley’s UWFaith chapter, joined the 

Bridge Brigade for a protest. 
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UWFaith Reading Program 

You’re invited to join the United Women in Faith for a timely study of the 
book, So We & Our Children May Live by Sarah Augustine & Sheri 
Hostetler. 

This powerful book explores how we can faithfully follow Jesus while 
confronting the climate crisis. 

We will meet via Zoom on Thursday evenings at 7pm for three sessions on 
the following dates: 

                *March 19, 2026 

                *April 9, 2026 

                *April 30, 2026 

 All are welcome to join us! If you are interested, please let Lynnette Singh (630 551-5930) or Emmy 
Lou John (630 264-2892) know so we can be sure to send you the Zoom link. 

More information on the UWF Reading Program can be found here. 

United Women in Faith  

Save the Date for the UWFaith Soul Retreat! 

Join us for a special day of renewal, connection, and inspiration at our upcoming retreat! 

*April 25, 2026 

*10:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

*Prestbury Clubhouse 

*Theme: Made in the Image of God 

  

Together we will reflect on what it means to be created in God’s image and celebrate the beauty, 
strength, and purpose within each us. 

All are welcome! Invite a friend and share in this uplifting experience. 

Lunch will be provided. 

Registration information will be coming soon. 

We look forward to gathering together for a beautiful day that nourishes the soul! 

https://uwfaith.org/resources/reading-program/
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March Birthdays  

Camille Sapnu 3/3 

Rich Brown 3/5 

Elena Swanson 3/8 

Lin Waid 3/13 

Ben Smith 3/13 

Hannah Scott 3/17 

Haylee Scott 3/17 

Neveah Marshall 3/19 

Joan Biltgen 3/21 

Shirley McKnight 3/22 

Iliana Rigaud 3/29 

Sanath Cristanujaya 3/30 
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Fellowship  

Let’s Go 

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome. We 
had a great time at our Real Presidents’ Day and TACOS party, and we learned a lot of trivia about 
past presidents. Our next event will be our annual St. Patrick’s Day Party at the home of Ralph and 

Kathy Breazeale, Saturday, March 14. The party starts at 6 pm and attendees are asked to bring a 
dish to share to go along with the corned beef and cabbage that Kathy will be providing, as well as 

your favorite beverage. Ralph and Meredith will continue their dessert rivalry with two delicious 
chocolatey desserts! This yearly tradition (the party as well as the chocolate desserts) is always 

great fun! Be sure to wear your best Irish green! Sound like an enjoyable evening? We’d love to 
have you come! If anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any ideas for get-
togethers, please contact me. Our April event will be an Un-birthday party to celebrate everyone’s 

birthday. We are planning to go out to eat somewhere. I am in need of a host for May, which will 

be our last event until fall. If you are interested in attending future Let’s Go functions and aren’t on 
the list, please contact the church office to reach Meredith Lindgren. I will gladly add you to the list!  

Bad Girls Book Club/Bible Study 

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with 
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read 
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We generally meet 

the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month, and Laurel Gilbert has graciously offered her home for 
our meetings, when she is available. We are currently reading “The Book of Hope” by Jane Goodall 

and Douglas Abrams. Our next meeting will be Wednesday, March 11 at 6 pm at Laurel’s home. We 
will have a soup/chili dinner and then get to our book discussion. You are welcome to join us for 

food and fellowship and discussions of books! If you are interested in joining us, contact the church 
office to reach Meredith Lindgren. 

Mug Club 

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation.  This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and 
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of 
fellowship.  We invite you to join us!  For more details contact the church office to be connected 

with Rich Brown.  Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove 
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NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group 
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members.  We normally meet for lunch the last Friday 
of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll 
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn.  All are welcome!  Contact the 

church office to be connected with Lynn Burnett for details on our next meeting. 

Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers! 

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming? 
Then I have a job for you! I could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service, 
and I would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if 

you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! I provide the readings 
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is 

available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned 
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed 

near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For 
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters 
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread 

for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is 
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which 

would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these 
ministries, please contact the church office to be connected with Meredith Lindgren. Or see me at 

church on Sundays! 

Small Groups  

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study 

Have you ever wondered how we currently take a position on social, political, economic and 
general community issues? And, how SHOULD we take positions on these basic 
issues...similar ones that Jesus died for 2,100 years ago? 

If you are interested in confronting these human issues in a manner close to what Jesus taught and 
did, then the United Methodist short book on Social Principles is very instructive. These principles 

began back in 1908 with a Social Creed by the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Our Zoom discussion class is currently focused on "The Social Community" chapter of The 

SOCIAL PRINCIPLES book. This class understands that we are all on different points of a life 
journey, so all views and questions are always respected. 

We meet every Monday evening at 7 pm on Zoom. If you would like to join our lively discussions, 

please contact the church office to be connected with Emmy Lou John. 
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Church Calendar  

Wednesday, March 4th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Wednesday Night Gathering: 6-7:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, March 5th 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, March 6th 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 7th 

GS Creators League (LL): 1-4pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 8th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, March 9th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Girl Scout Leaders (LL): 6:30pm 

Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor) : 7pm 

Tuesday, March 10th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Tuesday Crafters (parlor): 2pm 

Wednesday, March 11th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Girl Scout Troop 738 (LL): 5:45pm 

Bad Girls (Laurel’s home): 6pm 

AA (Chapel) : 6:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, March 12th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor) 6:30pm 

 

 

Friday, March 13th 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, March 14th 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 15th 

Online Worship: 9:30am 

In-Person Worship: 10:30am 

AMA Public Summit (GP) 3-7pm 

Monday, March 16th 

GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm 

Tuesday, March 17th—Election Day 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Hannah Circle (TBD): 1:30pm 

DCFS YAB (Chapel): 6:00-8:00pm 

Susanna Circle (Lynnette’s): 7:00pm 

Wednesday, March 18th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

Wednesday Night Gathering: 6-7:30pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, March 19th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

UWFaith Book Club (Zoom):  7pm 

Friday, March 20th 

Let’s Go/St. Pat’s (Breazeale’s): 6:00pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 21st 

GS Creators League (LL): 1-4pm 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, March 22nd 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Pack 312 Blue & Gold (GP): 1:00pm 

GS Troop 5666 (LL) 1:30pm 

 

Monday, March 23rd 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Shine Within Middle School (305): 6pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, March 24th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, March 25th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

AA (Chapel): 6:30pm 

GS Troop 938 (LL): 5:00pm 

Bad Girls: 6pm 

Lifting Voices (Sanctuary): 7-8:15pm 

Thursday, March 26th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, March 27th 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Saturday, March 28th 

NA (Parlor): 7:30pm 

AMA/PSL Women’s History Month Event (GP):  
3-6pm 

Sunday, March 29th—Palm Sunday 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

FVBB Concert (Sanctuary): 3pm 

Monday, March 30th 

Office Closed 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

GS Day Camp Committee (LL): 6:30pm 

Tues., March 31st-Thurs. Apr. 2nd 

Office Closed 

 

 

 


