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We Rise
In the Gospel of John, Jesus is recorded as saying, “Don’t be surprised by this [the concept of the
resurrection], because the time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear God’s voice.” This is
our hope that those who are in the grave will rise up. So, who are the ones who are in the grave?
Rev. Wil Gafney writes,

What might those graves be and what might be in them? The dead names and past images of trans
children of God, the suffocating closets queer kin have left behind, inadequate theology, patriarchal
language and constructs, past affiliations, relationships and behaviors that harm self or others. In
the words of the Epistle, ‘We believe, and so we speak.” The Church will come out of these graves
one day.
What can we speak about as a church? Jesus implored the people to be wise and shrewd. We must
speak out about the way “hope” is used and abused in our contemporary context. Vladimir Putin uses
“hope” as a tool of war and oppression. He claims that he is liberating people and giving them hope. It is
all lies, propaganda and just wrong.
Even the church, for centuries, has made hopeful promises to people that are lies, propaganda and just
wrong. The prosperity gospel, the social hierarchical constructs of orthodox evangelicals (what Audrey
Lorde called the mythical norm) and the abuse of the phrase “things are getting better” are all used to deny,
ignore or gloss over systematic racism and oppression. It keeps people in the graves.
And so, we must do better. We must pay attention to language, to beliefs and values, and practices that
have historically kept people in the grave. We must be alert to the way language becomes an excuse for
looking the other way and how beliefs are blindly followed without recognition of the harm we perpetuate.
Who remains in the graves? All of us to the extent that we fail to interpret scriptures in ways that are
liberating and life giving to those who are “othered” and excluded. Paul wrote in the first letter to the
church in Corinth that if one person suffers, we all suffer. Or as King stated so well: “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single garment
of destiny. Whatever affects one directly, affects all indirectly.”
Professing a real hope in resurrection is a deeply spiritual practice when we apply it to real-life struggles for
those on the edges of society. To recognize that each person is a child of God and heir to God’s kin-dom,
no matter what, is transformational to us all. If we want everyone to be lifted out of the grave, then we must
pay attention to the way our practices keep people in the grave. Whether it is the: the dead names and

past images of trans children of God, the suffocating closets queer kin have left behind, inadequate
theology, patriarchal language and constructs, past affiliations, relationships and behaviors that harm self or
others, let us refuse to leave people in the grave and respond to the invitation to rise up together to offer
love and liberation to ourselves and to everyone!

Fellowship Time
Whenever online worship ends, you are encouraged to hop on over to Zoom and join us in ten
minutes of fellowship. You can participate by video or by phone. Note that there will be no
fellowship time on communion Sundays.
Zoom Link

https://zoom.us/j/93861562876?pwd=OW10ZURMVUY2eEwwSEwyUUlWMVJmQT09
Meeting ID: 938 6156 2876
Passcode: 933177
Dial in: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

United Women in Faith Sunday
United Women in Faith led our worship service on Sunday, April 24th highlighting the effects of
climate change. Sarah Swanson gave the message and received special recognition from United
Women in Faith. Faith Burnett displayed her new art piece juxtaposing the colors of nature with the
grayness of pollution.

Confirmation
Congratulations to this year’s confirmation class: Charlie, Grey, Wesley, Delia, Nathan, and Faith!
We are so proud of the commitment that they have made and the work they have done to inspire
our church. Each confirmand’s project showcased their hearts for people and was just the
beginning of the work they will do in the world. This has been a year-long process of relationship
building and learning with one another and their mentors. We invite you to congratulate and
celebrate the hard work they’ve done!

Confirmands with families and mentors.

Confirmand Faith Burnett and Director of Children &
Family Ministries Michelle Curiel.

Delia’s Confirmation Project
Delia Akyea’s trail clean up project on Saturday, April 23rd was a great success!

Egg Hunt Pictures
Thank you to all who helped make the Egg Hunt on April 9th happen. We even had leftovers of trinkets to fill
the eggs with that we can use next year! The kids had a great time crafting and searching!

Red Dress Day—May 5th
Memorializing Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women
Beginning May 5th, Wesley will display red dresses on the lawn acknowledging and raising
awareness of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls in North America. Learn more at
https://youtu.be/se1bgCtAWRw. Donate to support MMIW (Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Women) USA’s mission at

Meals on the Move
This year, we will be partnering with Meals on the Move by Northern IL
Food Bank at Blackhawk Park. We will be setting up a tent with reading,
art, and game activities for kids that come to the food program. Volunteers
are needed to help set up and run the tent. There will be more details to
come and a sign-up to come!

Calling All 2022 Graduates!
Is someone in your family graduating this spring? Let us know
so we can celebrate them in our upcoming newsletter and at
church! Contact Jenny at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com.

Arts Camp 2022!
This year we have an exciting new opportunity for a VBS alternative! We will be in partnership with
Simply Destinee, an organization located in downtown Aurora that supports children and youth with
mental health through dance and the arts. The Camp will be hosted at Wesley from Monday, June
20th to Thursday, June 23rd. Our theme is ‘The Art of Self Love’. Children will have group games,
art, dance, music, and culinary activities to fill their week. The week will look very similar to past
camps with dinner and station rotations for children. Arts Camp is open to children from Pre-K to
6th grade.
Volunteers are needed to help run the camp! This includes being a crew leader, running station
rotations, and helping with dinner in the kitchen. Please sign-up in the Narthex or on the link
here: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4CA5A62AA3FEC61-arts.

Wesley Preschool to Close
We are saddened to report that Wesley Preschool will be closing its doors in May after 70 years.
Due to declining enrollment and the introduction of public preschool offerings in our local districts,
we will be unable to continue a traditional preschool program and will not reopen in the fall. We
plan to hold a celebration of the preschool’s amazing 70 years nurturing young minds in Aurora!
We ARE offering two summer camps in 2022 and a Summer Reading Program. Stay tuned for
information on ways Wesley plans to continue supporting early childhood education in our
community!

Let’s Go Adult Fellowship
Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. Our Spring gettogether is planned for Friday, June 3, 2022 at the home of Ralph and Kathy Breazeale. The party
will start at 6:00 pm. The theme is Holidays of the Year. Each attendee will choose a holiday and
have their food offerings reflect that holiday. Guests are encouraged to wear clothing and/or bring
props that pertain to their chosen holiday. Here is a partial list of holidays to choose from: New
Year’s Day, Martin Luther King’s birthday, President’s Day Valentine’s Day, Groundhog Day, St.
Patrick’s Day, Pi Day, April Fool’s Day, Easter, Earth Day, May Day, Cinco de Mayo, Mother’s Day,
Star Wars Day, Memorial Day, Juneteenth, Flag Day, Father’s Day, Independence Day, Perseid
Meteor Showers Days, Labor Day, Grandparents Day, International Peace Day, Sweetest Day,
Oktoberfest, Columbus Day, Indigenous Peoples Day, Halloween, All Saints Day, Dia de los
Muertes, Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, Festivus, Christmas, New Year’s Eve. All are welcome!

Please join us for a grand celebration of fellowship and fun after such a long time being
confined to our homes! Questions? Contact Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911 or
psalmmom418@gmail.com.

Bad Girls Bible/Book Study
Bad Girls have been meeting twice monthly with a live meeting/potluck the first Tuesday of the
month and a Zoom meeting on the third Tuesday. Thanks to our hosts for opening your homes to
us! Due to a spate of spring colds and such amongst our members, we are meeting by Zoom in
May for our two meetings. Our May meetings will be May 3 and May 17 via Zoom. We will resume
our monthly potlucks on Tuesday, June 7, home to be determined. We will be choosing our next
book soon. We are currently reading, discussing, and hopefully finishing the book, “Pushout: The
Criminalization of Black Girls in Schools” by Monique W. Morris. If you are interested in joining us
for fun, fellowship, and great book discussions, contact Meredith Lindgren, 630-788-6911 or
psalmmom418@gmail.com, and I will send you the Zoom link.

Tuesday Crafters
Tuesday Night Crafters are currently holding virtual gatherings via Zoom. At this time, we are
sharing projects we have been working on. Please contact Vicki Martin at 630-859-2320 or
vickimartin2@comcast.net if you are interested in joining the Crafters on one of these meetings.

Mug Club
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social
group of men with lots to talk about and too much time on
our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve
had lots of fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more
details call or email Rich Brown at 630-881-7931 or
rwb7247@gmail.com.

Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30,
Sugar Grove

Wesley Gardeners
Calling all gardeners! I spent several hours weeding and whacking in the Peace Garden and
Rose Garden, getting the areas ready for mulch. I will be gone most of the summer and will be
unable to keep up with watering and weeding. Please consider helping out throughout the
spring and summer by spending a little time each week weeding and watering, as needed.
There is a hose out in the garden up against the church along with a sprinkler. You can contact
Jenny in the office in the morning and get the faucet key from her. With teamwork, our gardens
will continue to be enjoyed by all who visit our church. If you have questions, please call
Meredith Lindgren at 630-788-6911, or email me at psalmmom418@gmail.com.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley
members. We normally meet for lunch the last
Friday of each month. All are welcome!
Contact Lynn Burnett at le.burnett@yahoo.com
for details on our next meeting.

Birthdays
Sandra Frazier 5/3

Barb Johnson 5/16

Laurie Studdard 5/6

Wesley Akyea 5/21

Martha Griffith 5/11

Mary Terrell 5/24

Rob Burnett 5/15

Michelle Curiel 5/26

Charlie Winfree 5/15

An assortment of lilies, daffodils, tulips and
hyacinths, which looked so colorful and
beautiful on the Easter Sunday altar, were
delivered to many of our homebound
members (some pictured below).
Thank you to our Visitation Committee!

Nedra Price

Marion Dodd

Martha Griffith

Nedra is 98! She lives
with her grandson and
his family in Oswego.

Marion is displaying her
artwork at her painting
class at Greenfields of
Geneva.

Brighton Gardens
in St. Charles

Questions? Please contact Jennifer Pawlowski, Financial Secretary, at jennifer.wumc@gmail.com.
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