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Pastor ’s Column  

Dear Church Family, 

November invites us to slow down and give thanks. Before the rush of the holiday season begins, 

it’s a gift to pause and notice the blessings woven into our everyday lives — the people, places, 
and small sacred moments that remind us God’s goodness is near. 

This month, I’d like to invite you to join me in a simple practice of gratitude: each day in 
November, name one thing you are thankful for. It could be a friend who made you smile, a 

beautiful autumn sunrise, a favorite hymn, or a quiet moment of peace. Write it down, speak it in 

prayer, or share it with someone you love. Over time, this daily rhythm of noticing helps us see how 
deeply we are held by grace — not just on Thanksgiving Day, but all year long. 

I’m also grateful for the voices that will be leading us in worship this month. We are blessed to 
welcome several guest preachers who will bring their gifts and wisdom to our congregation.  

•November 2nd––Rev. Wendy Hardin Hermann, Prairie Central DS 

•November 9th––Rev. Pat Fish, pastor of Becoming ELCA 

•November 16th––Pastor Shawna Bunnell, Chaddock: Every Child Deserves a Chance 

•November 23rd––Rev. Victoria Rebeck, Director of Communications for the UMCNIC 

Please join me in extending them a warm welcome and heartfelt thanks. 

On a more personal note, I would be grateful for your prayers for me and my family. My father has 
chosen to receive comfort care from hospice in our home. We are spending as much time with him 

as we can, doing our best to keep him comfortable and surrounded by love. It is a tender and holy 
time for us, and your prayers mean more than I can say. 

As we enter this season of thanksgiving, may our hearts be open — to gratitude, to grace, and to 
the gentle ways God continues to meet us right where we are. 

With love and thanks, 

 

Pastor Tammy 
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Worship  

We celebrated Pastor 
Staff Appreciation Day 

on Sunday, October 
26th. 

Sunday, October 19th 

Worship 

On Sunday, October 5th, we celebrated World 
Communion Sunday and enjoyed several types of 

bread! 

Church Conference postponed! 

Be on the look out for new date! 
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Building and Beyond  
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Steeple Walk  
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United Women in Faith  

Circles 

The Hannah Circle met at Sharon Livingston's home on October 
21st. Judy Brown presented a program on sisterhoods of grace. 
After discussions, Lynn Burnett served us a lovely Fall dessert: 

pumpkin cookies, brownies, and candy and nut nibbles. The plates 
we are holding are invitations we made for a special meeting of 

sisters we just learned about. We will meet next on Tuesday, 
November 18th at 1:30 pm in the Parlor.   

Susanna Circle did not meet in October but will meet next on 
Tuesday, November 18th at 7pm in the Parlor. 

December Unit Meeting 

Our December Unit Meeting will be on Sunday, December 7th at 5:30 p.m. at Lekha’s home. We 
will enjoy a potluck meal, celebrate our installation of officers, hear a reading A Cup of Christmas 
Tea, and participate in a white elephant gift exchange. 
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Headwaters Academy Book Fair  

Headwaters Academy is having a book fair on Thursday, November 20th from 2:45-4:45pm in 
the Gathering Place.  All are welcome to browse for gifts! 
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Wednesday Night Gatherings 

Halloween Party Pics! 
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Visitation Committee  

If you would like to visit members who no longer are able to come to church you are welcome to 
join our Congregational Care Team. Contact Carol Stoffel. 

 
OR If you know of someone who would enjoy having a visitor because they are unable to attend 

church please let Carol Stoffel know. 

Vicki Martin, Lynn Burnett, Carolyn Jones, and Carol 
Stoffel visited with Ruth Ann Little on her 93rd 

Birthday!  Ruth Ann appreciates cards and visits! 

Interfaith Thanksgiving 
 

The Interfaith Aurora Thanksgiving service will be Sunday, November 23rd 
at 3pm at Our Savior Lutheran Church at 420 W. Downer Place, Aurora.  

Food Drive  

We are still collecting holiday dinner sides for Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry through Sun. 11/16.   

Please consider donating any of the following: 

• Gravy 

• Canned green beans 

• Cream of mushroom soup 

• Fried crispy onions 

• Cranberry sauce 

• Stovetop stuffing 

• Instant mashed potatoes 
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Let ’s Go  

Bad Girls Bible/Book Study  

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome. We 
had a great time with friends at the Merk’s home for our celebration of the Great Pumpkin, with all 

kinds of yummy fall fare! Our next event is our annual Friendsgiving celebration, taking place Friday, 
November 14, at Wesley UMC at 6 pm in the Gathering Place. Laurie and Dave Studdard are our 

hosts and will provide the main dish of a chicken casserole. Attendees are asked to bring your 
favorite nostalgic holiday side dish or dessert to share. We will also have a service project for our 

after-dinner activity. A list with needed items will be sent out to the Let’s Go roster soon, so watch 
for it! If anyone would like to host a get-together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please 
contact me. I am in need of hosts for January and April. If you are interested in attending future 

Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact the church office to get in touch with 
Meredith.  She will gladly add you to the list! 

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with 
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read 

some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! We gathered 
Wednesday, October 22 for a sandwich dinner and discussion of our book by Howard Thurman, 

“Jesus and the Disinherited.” We had a great discussion and then chose our next book, “The Little 
Book of Gratitude” by Dr. Robert A. Emmons. We will be meeting at Carol Stoffel’s home on 

Wednesday, November 12 at 6 pm for dinner and discussion. Sound like fun? You are welcome to 
join us for food and fellowship and discussions of books! If you are interested in joining us, contact 
the church office and we will put you in touch with Meredith! 
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November Birthdays  

Carol Stoffel 11/1 

Brigitta Neumann 11/2 

Inti Smith 11/13 

Isaiah Burnett 11/15 

Joe Janavicius 11/19 

Genevieve Akyea 11/20 

Jerry Livingston 11/21 

Jim Merk 11/30 

 

Wesley Gardeners  

I want to extend a big THANK YOU to all those who helped maintain our gardens by our main 
entrance, including Wesley members Emmy Lou and Herb John, and our church neighbor, Javier, 

who mows the lawns and has weeded and trimmed the garden. Also, a big thanks to the 
Headwaters Academy for their work outside with the vegetable garden boxes and other garden 

work. Having a well-cared-for garden helps to improve our curb appeal! And gardens provide 
beauty and serenity to those stopping by. Thanks for your help! See you next Spring! 

 

Meredith 



 

Wesley United Methodist Church   14 N May St, Aurora IL 60506    Page 12  

Mug Club  
Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation.  This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and 
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of 

fellowship.  We invite you to join us!  For more details call the church office and we will put you in 
touch with Rich Brown.  Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove 

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group 
Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members.  We normally meet for lunch the last Friday 

of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll 
sometimes meet for a picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn.  All are welcome!  Contact the 

church office for details on our next meeting. 

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study 

This is a "Sunday School" discussion group that meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 7 to 8 pm.  

We have begun discussing the UMC’s Social Principles.  If you’d like to participate, please 
contact the church office and we will get you in touch with Emmy Lou John. 

Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers! 

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming? 

Then I have a job for you! I could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service, 
and I would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if 

you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! I provide the readings 
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is 

available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned 
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed 
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For 

those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters 
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread 

for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted (store-bought bread is 
also fine). Also, if possible, you will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which 

would entail serving your bread as people come forward. If you are interested in any of these 
ministries, please the church office and we will put you in touch with Meredith.  Or see her at 
church on Sundays! 

Small Groups  
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Church Calendar  

Saturday, November 1st 

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Sunday, November 2nd 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, November 3rd 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, November 4th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Wednesday, November 5th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Thursday, November 6th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Headwaters P/T Conf (GP): 9am-3pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, November 7th 

Headwaters P/T Conf (GP): 9am-3pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, November 8th 

LV’s Thanksgiving Event (GP): 4-6pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Sunday, November 9th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Troop 5666 (GS Room): 1:30pm 

Monday, November 10th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Circle of Friends Unit Meeting: 6:30pm 

Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor): 7pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, November 11th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Tuesday Crafters (Parlor): 7pm 

 

Wednesday, November 12th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

GS Troop 738 (GS Room): 6-7:30pm 

Bad Girls: 6pm @ Carol’s 

Thursday, November 13th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Cub Scout Pack 312 (GP): 6-7pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, November 14th 

PEO Chapter BT (GP): 11am-3pm 

Let’s Go Friendsgiving (GP): 6-9pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, November 15th 

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Sunday, November 16th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

Monday, November 17th 

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, November 18th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Hannah Circle: 1pm 

IDCFS YAB (GP): 6pm 

Susanna Circle: 7pm 

Wednesday, November 19th 

Office Hours: 9am-12pm 

Wednesday Night Gathering (GP): 6-7:30pm 

Thursday, November 20th 

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Headwaters Book Fair (GP): 1-5pm 

Cub Scout Pack 312 (Youth Room): 6-7pm 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, November 21st 

Headwaters Stone Soup Event (GP): 1-3:30pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, November 22nd 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Sunday, November 23rd 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

GS Troop 5666 (GS Room): 1:30pm 

Interfaith Thanksgiving: 3pm 

Monday, November 24th 

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm 

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm 

Rollingwood Colony Board (Parlor): 6-9pm 

NAMI/Shine Within/Graceful Therapy: Middle 
School Support Group (305): 6-7:30pm 

Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm 

Tuesday, November 25th 

Office Hours: 9am-2pm 

Echo Thanksgiving (GP): 11am-1pm 

Wednesday, November 26th 

Office Closed 

Thursday, November 27th 

Office Closed 

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm 

Friday, November 28th 

NDY Group (Mother’s): 12pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm 

Saturday, November 29th 

Deck the Halls: 12-3pm 

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm 

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30pm 

Sunday, November 30th 

Worship: 9:30am online 

Worship: 10:30am in-person 

 

 


