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God Provides Blessings

This fall, we will start at the beginning of the story of God'’s people with creation.
God created humans to be in relationship with their Creator
and blessed them with all they would need.

September 7th
Creation

September14th
ATest of Faith?

Genesis 1

God blesses creation
and invites us into rest
& relationship

Genesis 21& 22

Trust is tested,
but God provides

Join us Sundays at 10 :30am
in the Gathering Place
orat 9:30am online!

Pastor’s Column
Trustee/Worship

Events

Congregational Care
Wednesday Night Gathering

Wesleyans in the Wild

September 21st
Deceptive Blessing

Genesis 27 & 28

Even our messes can
become holy ground

September 28th
IAM: What'sina
Name?
Exodus 2,3 &4

God calls us and promises

presence

United Women in Faith

Birthdays

Bad Girls/Let’s Go

Volunteers Needed

Small Groups

Calendar

October 5th
More than Just Food

Exodus 16

God provides daily bread
and teaches us to share

14 N.May St. Aurora, IL 60506
www.wesleyumcaurora.org




Pastor’s Column

Dear Wesley Church Family,

As the days grow shorter and the evenings a little cooler, we begin to notice the signs of fall all
around us—the first golden leaves drifting down, the scent of apples and cinnamon in the air, the
return of school buses to our streets. Fall is a season of change, a season of harvest, and a season
of gratitude.

In the rhythm of the church, this is also a season of reflection and renewal. Just as farmers gather
the fruits of their labor, we too pause to consider what God has been growing within us this past
year. We give thanks for the ways God has provided —sometimes in small, ordinary ways,
sometimes in moments of great surprise. And we look ahead, trusting that the same God who has
carried us this far will continue to guide us into the future.

For many of us, fall also brings new routines —children returning to classrooms, families adjusting
to busier schedules, and our church moving into a full calendar of ministry, service, and worship. In
the midst of these changes, | want to invite you to make space for rest and renewal. Fall reminds
us that slowing down, letting go, and preparing for what is next can be holy work.

This month, we’ll also be entering into a new sermon series, “God Provides Blessings.” Together,
we will remember that from the very beginning, God created us to live in relationship and God has
provided us with all that we need—not only to survive, but to be a blessing to others. My hope is
that this season, we will lean more fully into trust: trust in God’s abundance, trust in God’s call, and
trust in the promise that we do not walk this journey alone.

As you take in the beauty of autumn—the changing leaves, the crisp mornings, the harvest
bounty—I hope you also take time to notice the beauty of God’s presence in your own life. May this
season be for you a time of gratitude, growth, and renewed faith.

With gratitude for each of you,

QT 58

Pastor Tammy Scott
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Wesley Trustees

Over the past year, our Wesley Trustees have worked faithfully behind the scenes to care for our
building and grounds, often saving the church thousands of dollars in the process. Instead of
immediately turning to outside contractors, our trustees have stepped in with their own skills, time,
and labor—handling everything from routine maintenance to major repairs. In total, they’ve
dedicated over 30 hours of work, completing projects like repairing and painting the metal door
at the top of the ramp, tuckpointing in the garbage enclosure, repairing the Pride flag pole,
putting items on pallets in the chiller to protect from water damage, repairing ceilings,
spraying weeds in backyard, replacing light fixtures and more, and saving the church an
estimated $5,000 in avoided costs. Their dedication has allowed us to be better stewards of our
financial resources, and helped us avoid dipping into reserve funds for projects that are not
accounted for in our annual budget.

In addition to these essential repairs, we welcomed a new building partner, Headwaters Academy
who also made improvements that directly impact the spaces we use each week. From painting
classrooms and bathrooms on the 3rd floor to improving a waiting area on the 2nd floor
landing to adding plants to the backyard fence to caring for our OLI garden beds, they’'ve
helped make our building more welcoming, safe, and functional for the new school year and
beyond. Their quiet acts of service have prepared our church home to continue being a place of
learning, fellowship, and worship for all generations.

Worship Photos

Herb and Emmy Lou John , We celebrated our students
, , Lynnette Singh was our ,
celebrated their 60th wedding and teachers returning to
, , , reader at August 31st ,
anniversary with Wesley family Worshi school with a Backpack
and friends on August 24th. P Blessing on August 17th.
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National Night Out

On August 5th, Wesley joined Becoming Oswego, Alive Aurora and SPARK Aurora for an
evening of community with New England Congregational Church.

\\17,, Messy Science!

EGG

Drop Challenge

Wesley UMC, 14
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Congregational Care

Ruth Ann Little had a lot of visitors
on Tuesday, August 5th! Emmy
Lou John and Lynn Burnett visited
as well as Carol Stoffel and
Carolyn Jones! Both pairs
brought flower bouquets from
their home-grown plants to
brighten up her
room!

Emmy Lou John and Carol Stoffel visited Bev ¥
Benson at River Glen in St. Charles on Thursday, g
August 7th.

The Cristanujaya Family visited Ruth Ann Little
after church on Sunday, August 10th. A wonderful
surprise!

College Care Packages

Help us send a bit of love to our college students this fall!

We would love to send them a handwritten note from

Wesley, snacks or granola bars, school supplies, or other
Are you a college student or the parent small Items that might remind them that we are thinking of

th d ting th they begi hool year!
of a college student? Contact Jenny to T PPN T O e
make sure we have you/your student’s
address by September 30th!

Please bring ALL items to Wesley
by Sunday September 28th
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Wednesday Night Gathering
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Wesleyans in the Wild

Pictured is Carol Stoffel with former associate
pastor Chris Pierson and his wife, Sandy. They met
up to celebrate Chris’s upcoming retirement on
October 1st.

Chris' last Sunday at Gary UMC in Wheaton is
September 14th. The service is at 9am followed by
a reception at 10am.

While Herb & Emmy Lou John were in Land O'Lakes,
WI, they invited Sally Lippert to join them for

lunch. Rev. Fred Lippert was our pastor from 1995-
2001. He retired to Land O’Lakes in 2001 and passed
away in 2013.

Sally sends greetings to all Wesleyans. She is still
kayaking.

The seated woman is Phyllis Pepiot who is active in
United Women in Faith on the conference level.

Fall 5B's BB(Q

DRIVE-THRU
TUESDAY, OCT. 28th
4:00-6:00PM
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United Women in Faith

Book Club

There is a change in plans for the Reading Program. We will be meeting for a potluck lunch after
worship on Sunday, September 28th.

The new book is: Living Resistance: An Indigenous Vision for Seeking
Wholeness Every Day by Kaitlin Curtice. UVlNG RES|STANCE

Award-winning author, poet-storyteller, public speaker, and enrolled citizen of
the Potawatomi Nation, Kaitlin Curtice offers a reclaiming of the term
“resistance.” Curtice shows that we can learn to practice embodied ways of
belonging and connection to ourselves and one another through everyday
practices, such as getting more in touch with our bodies, resting, and
remembering our ancestors. She explores four “realms of resistance” —the fuxiSuaking Wikelansss Ecery by
personal, communal, ancestral, and integral—and shows how these realms KAITLIN B.CURTICE
overlap and why all are needed for liberation and wholeness.

If you have any questions, please reach out to Lynnette Singh.
Tuesday Crafters

Tuesday Crafters will be meeting in the parlor in the afternoon on Tuesday, September 9th. Bring
your projects or join us in crafting at 3pm.

Circles

Hannah Circle will meet on Tuesday, September 16th at 1:30 pm., a new time, in the

Parlor. Lynnette Singh will be facilitating the program on how we live out our faithfulness in a
changing world. Susanna Circle will be having the same program but will meet at Lynnette's home
also on September 16th at 7pm.

Pledges

If you have not made a pledge please do so. Your offering can be given to our treasurer, Lekha
Cristanujaya, or sent to her home. Please contact Jenny in the office for her address.
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United Women in Faith District Celebration

In the Image of God: Caring for Others is the theme of the
United Women in Faith Prairie Central District Annual
Celebration to be held on September 20 at 9:30. We will meet at
Journey of Hope UMC, 37W040 Highland Ave., Elgin.
Registration and morning snacks will be available beginning at
9:00.

Our key note speaker is Rev. Wendy Hardin Hermann, Prairie
Central District Superintendent. The morning will include a
business meeting, memorial service, pledge service, and communion, followed by lunch. An
offering will be collected for Mission Giving. A free-will offering will be accepted for morning
refreshments and/or lunch.

September Birthdays

Amy K. 9/3
Sam E-E. 9/12
Mari C. 9/14
Lore B. 9/16
Kari N-R. 9/17
Ella K. 9/18
Pat P. 9/20
Jewel S. 9/21
Ed S. 9/22
Sean M. 9/24
Laurel G. 9/25
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Bad Girls Bible/Book Study

Women of Wesley and friends, do you love to read? Are you looking for a group of people with
whom to discuss really good books? Then check out the Bad Girls Bible/Book Study! We have read
some great books over the past many years and our discussions are quite lively! Our first meeting in
the fall will be Wednesday, September 24 at 5:30pm at Carol Stoffel’s home. We will be discussing
our summer read, “Taste: My Life Through Food” by actor/director/author Stanley Tucci, while
enjoying a potluck dinner composed of some of his many recipes shared in the book. Sound like
fun? You are welcome to join us for food and fellowship and discussions of books we have read
over the summer! If you are interested in joining us, contact the church office.

Bad Girls met for lunch at The Turf
Room on August 15th.

Let’s Go

Let’s Go is a social group open to all adult members and friends of Wesley. All Are Welcome! Let’s
Go is currently on summer hiatus while people enjoy summer vacations and relaxation! Our
planning group has met and made tentative plans for the coming year. We will meet at the Aurora
Food Truck Festival on Friday, September 26. Details are forthcoming. If anyone would like to host
a get-together, or if you have any ideas for get-togethers, please contact me. If you are interested
in attending future Let’s Go functions and aren’t on the list, please contact the church office.
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Attention Wesley Gardeners

Summer is winding down! Wesley has been blessed with the hard work of Javier, a neighbor who
has been caring for our lawn and gardens throughout spring and summer, for a reasonable fee. If
you would like to help him out by weeding and trimming, there is always work to be done. You
would need to bring your own garden tools and craft bags for removal of garden waste, and
because Wesley is not part of lawn waste pick-up, you would also be expected to bring your craft
bag full of compostable waste to your own curb for pick-up. Yard waste is not allowed in the
garbage bins at church. Having a well-cared-for garden helps to improve our curb appeal! And
gardens provide beauty and serenity to those stopping by. Let’s work together to keep our church
grounds well-tended! Let Jenny know if you are planning to work in the gardens. If the ground is
dry, Jenny can provide the key to the faucet in the larger garden. There is a hose out there for your
use. Thanks for your help!

Wanted: Greeters, Readers & Bread Bakers!

Are you looking for ways to serve at Wesley? Do you like to read? Are you friendly and welcoming?
Then | have a job for you! | could use more readers for Sunday worship and for the online service,
and | would love to have a few more greeters to welcome friends and guests each Sunday. And if
you love to bake bread, Wesley can use your skills for communion Sundays! | provide the readings
each week for the readers, along with instructions on recording for the online service. Help is
available for those who don’t know how to record. Readers need to be at church on their assigned
Sunday by 10:10 to go over details and do a sound check. It’s that simple! Greeters are stationed
near the doors to welcome people as they come in and offer any assistance that is needed. For
those visiting our church for the first time, it is so helpful to be greeted by a friendly face! Greeters
need to be at church by 10 to greet and direct people to worship. Bread bakers supply the bread
for communion on the first Sunday of each month, unless otherwise noted. Also, if possible, you
will be asked to assist Pastor Tammy with communion, which would entail serving your bread as
people come forward. If you are interested in any of these ministries, please the church office. Or
see me at church on Sundays!
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Mug Club

Enjoy a cup of coffee and conversation. This is a social group of men with lots to talk about and
too much time on our hands. We have not had too many solutions, but we’ve had lots of
fellowship. We invite you to join us! For more details call or email the church office and Jenny will
connect you with Rich. Every Thursday at 9am at Sugar Grove Café, 1942 Rte. 30, Sugar Grove.

Faithlink/Monday Night Bible Study

This is a "Sunday School" discussion group that meets via Zoom on Monday nights at 7 to 8 pm.
We are currently discussing ProFuture Faith which is part of the Living the Questions DVD series.
If you’d like to participate, please contact the church office.

NDY (Not Dead Yet) Group

Remember this group is NOT just for Wesley members. We normally
meet for lunch the last Friday of each month at noon at Mother’s Pancake
House on Galena Blvd but, in the summer, we’ll sometimes meet for a
picnic at Wesley on the New York St. lawn. All are welcome! Contact the &4
church office for details on our next meeting.

A Special Thank You from Bill Frazier
Dear Wesley Family & Friends,

My family and | are grateful to God for all your
love, support and blessings during my 80th
birthday celebration.

We love you!

O Bill
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Church Calendar

Wednesday, September 3rd
Headwaters (GP): 9-11am

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, September 4th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, September 5th

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Saturday, September 6th

NA (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, September 7th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Daisies (GS Room): 1:30pm

Baby Shower (Parlor): 4-8pm
Monday, September 8th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Circle of Friends Unit Meeting: 6:30pm
Fox Valley Garden Club (Parlor): 7pm
Tuesday, September 9th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Tuesday Crafters (Parlor): 3pm
Wednesday, September 10th
Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, September 11th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Rollingwood Colony Board (GP): 6pm
AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, September 12th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Wesley United Methodist Church

Saturday, September 13th

GS Creators League (GS Room): 1-4pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, September 14th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

Daisies (GS Room): 1:30pm

Monday, September 15th

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Tuesday, September 16th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Hannah Circle (Parlor): 1:30pm

IDCFS YAB (GP): 6pm

Governing Board (Chapel) 6:30pm
Susanna Circle (Lynnette’s home): 7pm
Wednesday, September 17th

Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Wednesday Night Gathering: 6pm
Thursday, September 18th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, September 19th

Headwaters Fall Family Event (GP): 5-7pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Saturday, September 20th

Echo Fundraiser (Kitchen/NY St.): 2-7pm
NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Sunday, September 21st

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person
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Monday, September 22nd

Yoga (GP) 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, September 23rd

Office Hours; 9am-2pm
Wednesday, September 24th
Office Hours: 9am-12pm

Thursday, September 25th

Mug Club (Sugar Grove Café): 9am
Office Hours: 9am-2pm

AA (Parlor): 6:30pm

Friday, September 26th

NDY @ Mothers: 12pm

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm

Let’'s Go @ Food Truck Fest: 5:30pm
Saturday, September 27th

NA Meeting (Parlor): 7:30-9pm
Sunday, September 28th

Worship: 9:30am online

Worship: 10:30am in-person

UWiF Book Club (Parlor): 11:45am
Open Mic: 6-9pm(GP)

Monday, September 29th

Yoga (GP): 4:30pm

Scouting America (GP & Kitchen): 5:30pm
Faithlink (Zoom): 7pm

Tuesday, September 30th

Office Hours: 9am-2pm
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