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OUR MISSION

Mission of the United Methodist Church

From The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church comes the statement of the United Methodist
Mission and the process for carrying out that mission. These are foundational statements for any United
Methodist congregation working to be faithful in accepting the great commission from Jesus...“Therefore
go and make disciples of all nations...” —Matthew 28:18

1 120 - The Book of Discipline — The Mission
The mission of the Church is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.

Local churches provide the most significant arena through which disciple-making occurs.

1 122 - The Book of Discipline — The Process for Carrying Out Our Mission
We make disciples as we:
§ proclaim the gospel, seek, welcome, and gather persons into the body of Christ;

§ lead persons to commit their lives to God through baptism by water and the spirit and profession
of faith in Jesus Christ;

§ nurture persons in Christian living through worship, the sacraments, spiritual disciplines, and
other means of grace, such as Wesley’s Christian conferencing;

§ send persons into the world to live lovingly and justly as servants of Christ by healing the sick,
feeding the hungry, caring for the stranger, freeing the oppressed, being and becoming a
compassionate, caring presence, and working to develop social structures that are consistent
with the gospel; and

§ continue the mission of seeking, welcoming, and gathering persons into the community of the
body of Christ.

Mission of Wesley United Methodist Church (Wesley UMC)
The stated mission of Wesley United Methodist Church is:
“To Build a Vibrant, All-Inclusive Christian Community from the Heart of Aurora.”

This mission reflects the desire of Wesley UMC to fulfill the mission of making disciples by building a
Christian community that is welcoming to all persons, affirming that “all” really does mean all. The “heart of
Aurora” affirms the location where God has placed this church for over 158 years. Using the word “from”
affirms that it is from this space that mission of making disciples for Jesus Christ moves out from this place
into Aurora, the nation, and the world.






CORE PRINCIPLES OF THE WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH COMMUNITY

The Core Principles speak to the individual members and friends of Wesley UMC that participate in worship
and the variety of ministries designed to fulfill the mission of Wesley UMC. These lay out how a disciple of
Jesus, in the context of the Wesley UMC community, will live within the community. Living a life based on
the Core Principles will lead individuals to a deeper and fuller relationship with God as growing disciples of
Jesus. When we strive to live out these Core Principles, we as individuals become the “royal priesthood” (1
Peter 2:9) and do the work of the “chosen,” which is to transform the world. That is best done in a local
church as stated in The Book of Discipline. Therefore, the vitality of the Wesley UMC community is
enriched and more fully realized when all, as disciples of Jesus, follow him through these Core Principles.

Sees the Image of God in All People

A follower of Jesus replaces the need to blame others or self with an effort to see the sacred worth of each
individual. As a result, a follower respects that individuals and families are doing the best they can with
what they have and desires to see everyone do better. By attending a Core Principles class, individuals will
learn how to live out this core principle.

“God created humanity in God’s own image, in the divine image God created them, male and female God
created them.” —Genesis 1:27

“Love is patient.” —1 Corinthians 13:4

Celebrates Diversity and Differences

A follower of Jesus strives to embrace differences and welcomes opportunities to actively listen and learn
about different cultures. As a result, a follower develops effectiveness in working with other cultures and is
intentional about including individuals who are different with regard to age, economic or social status,
disability, employment, language, national origin, race or ethnicity, religious or political views, gender and
gender-identity, sexual orientation, or marital status. By attending a Core Principles class and other
opportunities that address culture competency and ministries of reconciliation, individuals begin to live out
this principle.

“After this | looked, and there was a great crowd that no one could number. They were from every nation,
tribe, people, and language. They were standing before the throne and before the Lamb.” —Revelation 7:9

“Rather, you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samatria, and to the end of the earth.” —Acts 1:8



Welcomes all People with Radical Hospitality

A follower of Jesus, in spite of a world view that is suspicious and judgmental of others who are different,
welcomes and offers radical hospitality to all people. As a result, a follower takes initiative and intentionally
plans to help people feel welcomed, included, and accepted. By attending a Core Principles class and
participating in welcoming and hospitality ministries, individuals begin to live out this principle.

“He enacts justice for orphans and widows, and he loves immigrants, giving them food and clothing. That
means you must also love immigrants because you were immigrants in Egypt.” —Deuteronomy 10:18-19

“Don’t neglect to open up your homes to guests, because by doing this some have been hosts to angels
without knowing it.” —Hebrews 13:2

Develops Spiritual Maturity

A follower of Jesus focuses on creating space in his/her daily and weekly life to develop clarity about his/her
own core principles and beliefs through a process driven by curiosity and discovery. As a result, a follower
experiences ongoing transformation through practicing John Wesley's means of grace, which includes
meditating and studying scriptures, prayer, fasting, participating in small groups, regularly attending worship,
sharing in the sacraments, being accountable to others, and healthy living. This also includes participating in
classes on the Core Principles.

“Don’t be conformed to the patterns of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds so that
you can figure out what God’s will is—what is good and pleasing and mature.” —Romans 12:12

Works Toward Excellence

A follower of Jesus moves beyond one’s comfort level in order to give God the best in response to the gift of
grace received. As a result, a follower endeavors to work towards a goal of excellence in every way he or
she serves. Individuals live out this principle by attending a Core Principles class, having an attitude that
strives towards excellence, and by being accountable.

“From now on, brothers and sisters, if anything is excellent and if anything is admirable, focus your thoughts
on these things: all that is true, all that is holy, all that is just, all that is pure, all that is lovely, and all that is
worthy of praise.” —Philippians 4:8

“So then let’s also run the race that is laid out in front of us, since we have such a great cloud of witnesses
surrounding us. Let’s throw off any extra baggage, get rid of the sin that trips us up.” —Hebrews 12:1

“There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a Jewish leader. He came to Jesus at night and said to him,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no one could do these miraculous signs
that you do unless God is with him.”” —John 3:1-2



Lives a Life of Repentance and Reconciliation

A follower of Jesus turns away from and resists evil, oppression, and injustice in whatever forms they may
take and participates in acts of mercy and justice. As a result, a follower refuses to participate in actions
that lead to poverty, oppression, harm, or alienation and stands with those who are poor, oppressed,
hurting, or lonely in order to create systems and structures that are just. By attending a Core Principles
class and by participating in justice ministries through the church, conference, and denomination, individuals
will learn how to live out this principle.

“All of these new things are from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and who gave us the
ministry of reconciliation.” —2 Corinthians 5:18

These Core Principles of the Wesley UMC community are directly attached to the key elements of the Wes-
ley United Methodist Church Mission Statement. Living towards these principles will enhance the fulfillment
of the Mission Statement:

“To Build a...
Vibrant All-Inclusive Christian Community
Sees the Image of God in All People Lives a Life of Repentance and
Develops Spiritual Maturity |Welcomes People with Radical Hospitality Reconciliation
Celebrates Diversity and Differences Works Towards Excellence

...from the Heart of Aurora.”

With these Core Principles for the members and friends of Wesley UMC, the movement towards fulfillment
of the Mission will be consistent and constant.






GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

While the Core Principles speak to the individual lives of those connected to Wesley UMC, there are
Guiding Principles which provide the organizational framework for achieving our mission. This framework
is defined in three areas and is reflective of paragraph 122 in The Book of Discipline, cited earlier.

As a vibrant, all-inclusive Christian community, Wesley UMC will utilize these principles to strengthen and

guide the organization.

Guiding Principle #1 - GATHER

Wesley will gather diverse groups of people through vibrant worship and ministries to engage them with
one another and with God. While the “heart of Aurora” is our focal point, we will (through our connections)
be engaged in gathering persons into the body of Christ here and around the world.

Guiding Principle #2 - GROW

Utilizing the Core Principles for Wesley UMC disciples as a foundation, we will grow by developing
strategies and ministries to engage all in the Wesley UMC community, and those who are yet to come, in
discovering and growing along their spiritual journey.

Guiding Principle #3 - GO

Because all persons have God-given gifts for ministry, we will gather and grow in order to help people
identify their gifts. From the “heart of Aurora” we will go by deploying disciples of Jesus to be in ministry
wherever God is leading them.

All ministries will be directed towards the fulfillment of these Guiding Principles. At this point in our history
these principles, when used to their fullest in the development and evaluation of ministry, will support
Wesley UMC as an organization as it seeks to continue to respond to God’s call “to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”






BOUNDARY PRINCIPLES FOR THE PASTOR OF WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The pastor of Wesley United Methodist Church is charged with leading the congregation in living lives as
defined in our Core Principles and leading the organization through the Guiding Principles. In order to fulfill
the mission of the church there are some boundaries which provide guidance to the pastor as well as those
who are engaged in the leadership of ministries at Wesley UMC, whether paid or unpaid servants. For the
purposes of this document the boundaries are directed towards the pastor as the overall leader of Wesley
UMC.

For the purposes of these principles and the remainder of the document “staff”’ refers to both paid
and unpaid servants in leadership positions.

1. Spiritual Maturity
The pastor will uphold the high standards of spiritual maturity with regards to teaching and leadership in all
facets of Wesley UMC'’s church life.

2. Financial Planning and Budgeting

The pastor will lead the financial planning and budgeting for all ministries each year. The pastor will ensure
that the financial resources of the church are not placed at risk and will lead the various ministries as they
plan and budget, to ensure financial resources are directed towards the fulfillment of the mission of the
church. This will be done in a collaborative process within the directions established by the Governing
Board.

3. On-Going Financial Management

The pastor will work with each ministry area to ensure that all expenditures are within the established
budgets of those ministries and that the expenditures reflect the priorities as defined in the Guiding
Principles of the organization.

4. Asset Protection
The pastor will ensure that the assets of the church, both financial and the physical plant, will be protected,
maintained, and not put at unnecessary risk.

5. Treatment of Constituents

Constituents are defined as members of the congregation, friends of Wesley UMC engaged in ministries

of the church regularly, or any individual participating in any ministry. The pastor will ensure that no
conditions, procedures, discussions, or decisions that are unsafe, undignified, disrespectful, or
unnecessarily intrusive will be allowed. The pastor will ensure that interactions with constituents that fail to
provide



appropriate confidentiality or privacy will not be allowed.

6. Compensation and Benefits

The pastor will ensure that there are no exposures to financial loss or injury to the church’s legal standing or
public image with respect to employment compensation, and benefits to employees, consultants, contract
workers, or unpaid servants.

7. Treatment of Staff

The pastor will ensure that there are no conditions that are unfair, undignified, or disrespectful with respect
to the treatment of paid or unpaid servants. This extends to relationships within the staff and unpaid
servants as well as the relationship between those and the whole of the congregation.

8. Communication and Support to the Governing Board
The pastor will maintain the established communication lines with the board. The pastor will ensure that the
board is supported in its work.

9. Loss of Pastoral Services
The pastor will develop, with the Governing Board, processes to be utilized in keeping the Board informed
of any circumstances that might inhibit or interfere with fulfilling the pastoral duties.

These Boundary Principles provide the necessary guidance to the pastor, staff, and unpaid servants
as they work together to fulfill the mission of the church. When fully utilized, the principles will
ensure that no practice, activity, decision, or organizational circumstance that is unlawful, unethical,
or imprudent can occur.



THE GOVERNING BOARD OF WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

The Governing Board of Wesley United Methodist Church has the responsibility to govern the life of the
organizational church and to provide both support and accountability to the pastor as the pastor leads the
congregation in fulfilling the mission of the church in “making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation
of the world.”

The Governing Board will fulfill the requirements outlined in The Book of Discipline for the Staff/Parish
Committee, Finance Committee, and Trustees. The Governing Board will act in place of the Church Council.
At least one member of the Board will serve as a Lay Member to the Annual Conference. The Chair of the
Board or a designated member of the Board will fulfill the functions of the Wesley UMC Lay Leader.

The Governing Board will consist of nine members of the congregation.

The roles and responsibilities of the Governing Board:
1 Develop its style of operating.

Establish the guidelines for communication between the Board and the pastor.
Work with the pastor in establishing evaluation and accountability structures.
Set the organizational direction for the church.

Establish policies for the effective, healthy functioning of the church.
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Hold the pastor accountable for fulfilling established annual goals, keeping the church on course,
moving in the direction set by the Board, and fulfilling the mission of the church through paid and
unpaid servants and the various Vision Teams.

Approve the annual budget.

Approve all facility construction, renovations, and repairs of the existing facility.

Address any legal obligations and decisions that affect the congregation as a whole.
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Create ad-hoc task forces or subcommittees consisting of members of the Board and qualified
members and friends of the congregation of the church for special projects as needed.

1 Maintain all records and documentation of the work of the Board.

Selection of the Governing Board
All professing members of Wesley United Methodist Church are eligible to serve on the Governing Board.



Selection of the First Governing Board (2016)
2016 will be the first year for the Governing Board. As such an initial process will be utilized for the
formation of the first Board.

il

The pastor will invite a professing member of the congregation to serve as the chair of the
Governing Board. This will be an invitation to a two-year term.

Applications, for those wishing to serve on the Governing Board, will be sought from the
congregation.

Applicants will be interviewed by the chair, the pastor and members of the Leadership Team.

Eight of the applicants will be recommended to the church/charge conference for election to a one
-year term.

Selection of the Governing Board

After the initial Board is in place, there will be a process for ensuring continuity in expertise in the
composition of the Board.

f

Annually, the pastor and the chair will meet with each Board member for a conversation around
the experiences of serving on the Board and continued service on the Board.

Should a vacancy on the Board occur, applications will be sought from the professing members of
the congregation.

An interview process involving the pastor, chair, and other members of the board (as needed) will
be conducted with the applicants.

The Governing Board will nominate those to fill vacancies for election at a church/charge
conference.

In the event of a vacancy of the chair, the pastor will nominate a replacement for the Board.

Expectations of the Governing Board
As leaders within the Wesley UMC congregation members of the Governing Board will be expected to:

f
f

Have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ, which is reflected in one’s living.
Have an understanding of the United Methodist Church, its polity, and connectional expectations
and responsibilities.
Understand clearly and be able to articulate the mission statements, Core Principles, and Guiding
Principles of Wesley UMC.
Demonstrate a lifestyle of progress towards mature discipleship by:
1 Attending worship regularly.
Practicing regular prayer for the Wesley UMC congregation and its leadership
Practicing a devotional life that includes regular scripture reading and study
Participating in learning opportunities that move one forward on his/her spiritual journey
Participating in the ministry of Wesley UMC beyond the Governing Board
Working towards tithing to Wesley UMC and being on a path to encouraging others to tithe
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Presenting a witness within Wesley UMC and beyond that reflects a lifestyle anchored in
the Core Principles.



Leadership Within the Governing Board
As a member of the Governing Board one must:
71 Be a professing member of Wesley United Methodist Church.
1 Commit to the strictest level of confidentiality regarding Board matters.
1 Maintain a strategic, longer-range focus. Day-to-day functioning of the church is best handled
by the pastor and those directly working in the ministries.
1 Focus on eliminating barriers to the fulfilment of the mission, whether physical, organizational, or
financial.
1 Be fully open to change and not seek to protect status quo.
1 Actively pursue and participate in continuing learning opportunities that relate to the mission of
the church. This may include but is not limited to:
1 Book study within the Governing Board
1 Classes or courses of study offered at Wesley, through the Northern lllinois Conference,
or other related organizations.
1 The Board will cover costs for study that relate directly to the work of the Board in
moving Wesley UMC to the fulfillment of its mission.
1 The Board will approve conferences and seminars for board members to ensure they are
consistent with the direction of the Board and Wesley UMC.

Accountability

Board members are accountable to one another and to the overall accomplishment of the mission.
Annually all Board members will meet with the pastor and the chair to reflect on their experiences with

the Board. Together with the pastor and chair, each member will be invited to reflect on God’s call for their
continued participation on the Governing Board.
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ACCOUNTABILITY PRINCIPLES FOR THE GOVERNING BOARD

The following areas of accountability will help the Governing Board focus on the fulfillment of the mission of
the church:

1. The Governing Board is always and ultimately responsible to Jesus Christ and those who are affected by
the ministries of Wesley UMC. The Governing Board is accountable to lead the congregation as stewards of
Christ’s Church and this congregation known as Wesley United Methodist Church.

2. The Governing Board is accountable to itself for the quality and integrity of its work, always working
towards true excellence.

3. The pastor is accountable to the Governing Board for fulfilling the mission and for respecting the
boundaries established by the Governing Board.

Accountability Statement

The Governing Board of Wesley United Methodist Church will commit to God and the Wesley community
that it will faithfully live out the Core Principles as committed followers of Jesus. The Governing Board, with
the leadership of the pastor, will manage the ministries through the Guiding Principles, to transform lives and
systems to better serve those in need. The members of the Governing Board will make a personal and
corporate commitment to be faithful to Wesley through prayers, presence, the utilization of gifts, service to
others, and being a witness for Jesus Christ. All the work of the Governing Board will point to the fulfillment
of the Guiding Principles (Gather, Grow, Go) and will be within the established Boundary Principles.

Accountability Principle #1 — Remaining Connected to Christ and the Community
The Governing Board will maintain an active connection with Christ, the Aurora community, and beyond,
whom God has called Wesley United Methodist Church to serve.

A. Community Research and Public Relations
The Governing Board will utilize resources each year to enhance its understanding of the needs of
the people of the greater Aurora community and the church’s reputation within that community.

B. Church Feedback and Assessment
The Governing Board will collect input and feedback from its members, attendees, and visitors to
better understand their needs. This will be done by a full church assessment performed by a



